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THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 
 

Spring has finally arrived!  With it my thoughts turn to the lovely 

flowers and the many shades of spring green that are beginning burst 

into life.  I hope everyone enjoys the season and is able to plan trips to 

cemeteries, libraries, courthouses, and historical societies.  If your on-

site research is in Union County remember all of the wonderful re-

sources at the Marysville Public Library (www.marysvillelib.org), 

where Nancy Katzenbach works her research magic each Tuesday 

from 9:30 to 4:30.  Most of the time Marie Bouic is there to assist you, 

too.  Don’t forget to visit the the Union County Historical Society 

(www.historyohio.com/) and the Union County Records Center & Ar-

chives.  You might want to phone or Email the last two before you 

schedule your visit. 

The UCCOGS Annual Banquet is coming up in May (See flier on 

page.)  This is one of the best opportunities for our members and their 

guests to come together for fun, fellowship, and good conversation.  

The food is always delicious and if you have special dietary needs Der 

Dutchman is always ready to accommodate you.  This year will we 

will be treated to a different look at the Civil War era.  Our speaker, 

Julie O’Keefe McGhee, will appear in costume as Ellen Boyle Ewing 

Sherman, daughter of a politician, sister of four Civil War generals, 

and wife of General William Tecumseh Sherman, who was a promi-

nent woman in her own right. See more about our speaker on page . 

In the last newsletter a page was devoted to early black residents of 

Union County.  That topic was so well received that a few of the mem-

bers have taken it upon ourselves to research these families and we 

will try to make “Black Genealogy” an ongoing topic of the newsletter.   

 

Leona Gustafson — llgbug@genealogybug.net 
                                 (614) 579-6016 
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Executive Board 

 

President – Leona Gustafson 

Email: 

llgbug@genealogybug.net 
 

Vice President – Calvin Wood 

Email: C.Wood73@yahoo.com 
 

Treasurer – Nina Boerger 
Email: 9aboerger@gmail.com 

 

Recording Secretary – 
Marie Bouic 

Email: bouic1@gmail.com 
 

Corresponding Secretary – 
 David Gustafson 

Email: 
dgus@genealogybug.net 

 

Webmaster – Vacant 

contact Dave Gustafson 
 

Librarian & Queries –  
Nancy Katzenbach 

Email: 

nkatzen@embarqmail.com 

OR 

Send inquiries with a self ad-

dressed 

and stamped envelope to: 

UCCOGS Query Committee 

P.O. Box 438 

Marysville, Ohio 43040 

All member queries FREE 
Non-members –one query 

FREE 
 

Union Echoes Editor 
LeonaGustafson 

Email: 
union_echoes@uccogs.org 

Programs Chairperson –
Vacant—contact any officer 

 

LINEAGE SOCIETY 

COMMITTEE: 
 

Chairperson – Brian Wade 

Email:  

wade9178@columbus.rr.com 

Associate – Lynn Baldwin 

Associate – Nancy Katzenbach 
 

 
 

Coming Events: 
 

Unless otherwise noted, all meetings are held at 10:00 A. M. in the 

lower level,  meeting room “A” at the Marysville Public Library, 231 

S. Plum Street, Marysville.  (Elevator located inside back door.) 
 

 

2014: 

 

April 19:  Language of the Cemetery, covers the evolution of the tomb-

stone from field stones to present day stones along with lettering chang-

es.—Speaker:  Nancy Ottman. (See page 15) 
 

May 20:  Pioneer & Civil War Families Banquet—Speaker:  Julie 

O'Keefe McGhee, Storyteller, as Mrs. Ellen Ewing Sherman, wife of 

General William Tecumseh Sherman. (See flier page )  
 

June 21:  The Ohio Historical Society as a Repository of Genealogical 

Records—Speaker:  Elizabeth “Liz” Plummer, Manager Research Ser-

vices Archives/Library. (Rescheduled from January 18.) 
 

No meeting in July. 
 

August 16:  If You Don’t Find Grandma on the Internet—Speaker:  

Dana Palmer, CG. 
 

September 20:  Create Autobiographical Comics—Speaker:  Alice Wil-

son, Reference Assistant Youth Services, Marysville Public Library. 
 

October 18:  Ghost Towns & Forgotten Towns of Union County—

Speaker:  Marie Bouic. 
 

November 15:  Live Acoustic Music performed by Singer/Songwriter 

Vanessa Prentice (Marysville folksinger). 
 

No meeting in December. 

 

 

 

 
Have you paid your 2014 dues?  If in doubt look at your mailing 

label—the first line contains your membership number followed by 

the dues expiration date.  (If you receive your newsletter by email 

contact Dave Gustafson at dgus@genealogybug.net)  If you mailed 

your dues very recently the expiration date might not reflect the 

payment.  This is your last newsletter if 2014 dues have not been 

paid. 

mailto:llgbug@genealogybug.net
mailto:C.Wood73@yahoo.com
mailto:9aboerger@gmail.com
mailto:bouic1@gmail.com
mailto:ejadams@main-net.com
mailto:dgus@genealogybug.net
mailto:nkatzen@embarqmail.com
mailto:union_echoes@uccogs.org
mailto:wade9178@columbus.rr.com
mailto:dgus@genealogybug.net
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News & Announcements

WELCOME! Our newest members:   

Linda Mapes 

14515 Payne Rd 

Marysville, OH 43040 

Email:  llmapes5@yahoo.com 

Nor surnames listed. 
 

Kim Zacharias 

835 W. 5th 

Marysville, OH 43040 

Email:  kzacharias@columbus.rr.com 

No surnames listed. 
 

Jean A. Jerew 
437 Hickory Dr. 

Marysville, OH 43040 

Email:  jerewjaj@gmail.com 

Union County surnames:  Jerew & Strawser 



Help wanted!!  We still need a Program Chair-

person to take charge of scheduling most monthly 

meetings.  All members of the executive board are 

happy to pitch in and help.  All committee chairper-

sons are also members of the society’s executive 

board.   If you would like to volunteer and/or have 

questions contact Leona: 
 

Email:  llgbug@genealogybug.net 

Phone: 614-579-6016 
 

We need a new Webmaster.  You need a basic 

knowledge of HTML editing, Internet access, and 

reliable Email.  Right now this job would require a 

few hours about once a month.  If you are interested, 

contact our temporary Webmaster, Dave Gustafson: 

Email:  dgus@genealogybug.net 



Palatines to America invites you to attend 

two events in 2014. 

The program for the Ohio Chapter Annual Spring 

Seminar in April is oriented to the basics of German 

Genealogy and is designed to complement the more 

comprehensive presentations scheduled for the Na-

tional Palatines to America Conference in June.  It 

will be of great benefit to attend both of these events. 

April 12, 2014: Ohio Chapter Palatines to Ameri-

ca 2014 Spring Seminar, “Starting the Path into 

German Genealogy.”  This is especially designed for  

beginners and those who have hit bumps in the road 

and desire a refresher course! 

Saturday, April 12, 2014, 9:30 AM – 4:00 PM at 

the Columbus Metropolitan Library, 96 South Grant 

Ave., Columbus, Ohio.  Featured speaker is Ernie 

Thode, PalAm expert consultant. There will also be 

a panel of experts from Columbus Metropolitan Li-

brary (CML), Ohio Historical Society, OGS and a 

tour of the PalAm German collection at CML. 

    For additional information and to register for this 

event go to: 

www.oh-palam.org/LibSpringSeminar.pdf 

 

June 25 to 28, 2014:  THE ROAD TO YOUR 

GERMAN ANCESTORS--the Palatines to Amer-

ica 2014 National Conference in partnership with 

the Ohio Chapter Palatines to America.   

This event will be held in Columbus, Ohio at the 

Ramada Plaza Conference Center, 4000 Sinclair 

Road.  For a complete schedule and additional in-

formation see www.palam.org or write Palatines to 

America, PO Box 141260, Columbus, Ohio 43214. 
 

 
 

April 19
th

 Meeting: 

Language of the Cemetery 
 

Nancy Ottman is a retired 

Director of Human Re-

sources and Loss Preven-

tion for the JCPenney Co. 

She has been involved with 

genealogy research for 

more than twenty-five 

years. She is a member of 

the Association of Grave-

stone Studies, The Ohio 

Genealogical Society, the 

Palatines to America and Kansas Genealogical So-

ciety. She has spoken with numerous Genealogical 

and Historical Societies, several fraternal organiza-

tions. She has presented several educational 

presentations for the Columbus Metropolitan Li-

brary and the Palatines to America National and 

State of Ohio Genealogical Conferences.  

  

mailto:llgbug@genealogybug.net
mailto:dgus@genealogybug.net
http://www.oh-palam.org/LibSpringSeminar.pdf
http://www.palam.org/
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February Meeting Minutes 

Submitted by Marie Bouic, Recording Secretary 
 

The Union County Chapter of the Ohio Genealog-

ical Society held their February meeting on the 15th 

at the Marysville Public Library Meeting Room “B” 

at 10:00 a.m. President Leona Gustafson, welcomed 

everyone.   

Dave Gustafson, Membership Chair and Cor-

responding Secretary, reported that he has received 

six new members since December and one today.  He 

also received 1 book order in January.   

Brian Wade, Lineage Society Chair, reported 

that there are two Civil War Family and two Pioneer 

applications being worked on. 

Next month Jennifer Alford will speak at the 

March 15 meeting on “Blogging for Genealogists.”  

She specializes in Jewish Ancestry and has started a 

Jewish Genealogy Newsletter. 

Our speaker (and 

UCCOGS member) was 

Rachel Dilley, personal 

historian and owner of 

Nostalgic Narratives LLC 

(www.nostalgicnarratives

.com).  Rachel presented 

a powerpoint program 

called “Preserving Your 

Family History”  and 

provided a very detailed 

handout with ideas and 

tips  on how to preserve 

your family history 

stories and items.  Rachel lives in Marysville with 

her husband and two daughters and is a paralegal by 

day.  Some of her suggestions: 
 

1. Digitize – She shared two types of scanners 

she uses for documents and pictures.  A Flip 

Pal scanner that is convenient and portable for 

copying pictures up to 4x6.  It saves the 

picture to a card which you can load to your 

computer.  She also had a Wand scanner that 

is very handy and portable to use when you 

are researching. It also uses a card to save 

your document or pictures.  She did suggest 

having a steady hand so your documents 

come out clear.  Always scan in color to 

preserve the sepia tones and 600 dpi works 

well for most photos but 300 dpi works better 

to email pictures.  Store photos in multiple 

places, thumb drives, hard drive, external hard 

drives or download albums on “Cloud”.   

Rachel suggested scanning your photos or 

documents to a file and giving them a name.  

Then make a spreadsheet and save in that file 

to write a description of the photos with the 

name. 

2. Get Creative – Rachel shared an example of 

her grandmother’s crochet work framed and 

on the back she had written who did it along 

with her obituary.  She shared two examples 

of quilts her mother had made with old family 

photos.  She suggested writing who are in the 

pictures and storing it with the quilt.  She also 

shared a piece of jewelery she made and 

added small pictures of ancestors.  Rachel 

showed a stuffed bear that an aunt had made 

from her grandfather’s flannel shirts.  Be sure 

to write a description with the items. 

3. Write – Rachel enjoys writing and shared a 

couple of First Person Stories by her mother 

and herself that appeared in the Columbus 

Dispatch about their families.  She has 

published an article in the OGS Quarterly.  

She encouraged everyone to keep a memory 

journal and write down their family 

memories.  It doesn’t need to be in 

chronological order.  Write a family blog and 

you can learn more about that at our next 

genealogy meeting. 

4. Overwhelmed?  Narrow Your Focus – Focus 

on one aspect you want to preserve or 

document.  Include pictures with your stories, 

they make your stories come alive.  Create a 

family cookbook and Rachel shared a family 

cookbook she did on blurb.com. which has an 

easy-to-use template.  Videotape a relative 

making their signature recipe and share with 

family members on a DVD.  Sit down with an 

older family member and ask them questions 

and record them. 
 

Try using www.savingmemroriesforever.com 

to preserve your story. 
 

Rachel then shared a bit about her business, 

Nostalgic Narratives LLC, and how she helps people 

preserve their family stories and share a book she 

had done for a 90 year old lady.  She shared a part of 

a video memoir.  Every family has a story to tell.  

Leave your descendants the gift of your stories.  

Those attending were:  Dave & Leona 

Gustafson, Marie Bouic, Lynn Baldwin, Nina 

Boerger, Eva F. Schooley, Nina Lee Hampton, 

Sara Halley, Joan Griffin, Calvin Wood, Nancy 

Katzenbach, Rachel Dilley, Kevin Longberry, 

Virginia Smith, Vi Hill, Brian & Sharon Wade, 

Donald Boerger, Roberta Coder, Marianne 

Senecal, Liz Neds, Linda Mapes, Kim Zacharios, 

Jean Jerew and Jim & Lois Dale. 

Rachel Dilley 
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March Meeting Minutes 
Submitted by Lynn Baldwin, Acting Secretary 

 

The March 15, 2014, meeting of the Union Coun-

ty Chapter of the Ohio Genealogical Society was 

called to order by President Leona Gustafson at 10 

a.m. in the Marysville Public Library.  Leona wel-

comed eleven members and guests. 

Leona began the meeting with committee reports.  

Dave Gustafson reported that the Society had re-

ceived 2 book orders in January and February, 21 

membership renewals in January, 15 membership 

renewals in February, and three new members.  

Lynn Baldwin reported that she and Nancy 

Katzenbach had reviewed and approved two new 

pioneer applications.   

 Leona requested that anyone wishing to 

submit articles for the next newsletter send them to 

her by March 24.  All members are welcome and en-

couraged to submit articles.  She also told us about 

an announcement she had received from the 

Palentines to America who are sponsoring their 2014 

Spring Seminar on April 12 at the Columbus Metro-

politan Library.  Details about the seminar will be 

included in the next newsletter. 

The speaker for the 

meeting was then intro-

duced by Leona. Jen-

nifer Alford is a free-

lance writer and profes-

sional genealogist who 

has a particular interest 

in Jewish ancestry.  Her 

presentation was an in-

troduction to creating 

your own blog and how 

to find other bloggers 

who might be able to 

help you further your research. 

She began by posing these questions:  

1.  Why blog? 

Blogging can help you break down brick walls.  It 

is a way to connect with other family members or 

fellow genealogists who are researching similar top-

ics.   By sharing and helping others, you can give 

back to the genealogy community.   Blogging is also 

a way to market your society. 

2.  Where do I start? 

First, decide on a focus.  What are your interests?  

She recommended www.geneabloggers.com as a 

good place to begin learning about blogs.  Secondly, 

decide on your platform or the host for your blog.  

Finally, try to come up with a catchy name for your 

blog. 

3.  What about privacy? 

You need to decide if you want your blog to be 

public or private.  How much information do you 

want to make available?  Do you want to create a 

“web persona” like “Dear Myrtle”?  Do not, she cau-

tioned, include information about living relatives 

without first obtaining their permission. 

4.  What about copyright? 

Geneabloggers.com has some helpful information 

available about copyright issues.  When in doubt, ask 

for permission to use photos or quotes.  Always pro-

vide an attribution. 

5.   How do I get readers? 

Getting other people to read your blog can be ac-

complished by joining the geneabloggers.com net-

work.  Another way to attract readers is to read the 

blogs of other people and then comment on them.  

Another option she suggests is to promote your blog 

on Facebook or Twitter. 

Jennifer’s informative presentation was then fol-

lowed by a question and answer period. 

The meeting was adjourned at 11 a.m.  The next 

meeting will be April 19.  The scheduled speaker is 

Nancy Ottman who will present “Language of the 

Cemetery.” 

 Those in attendance were Dave and Leona 

Gustafson, Jennifer Alford, Nina Lee Hampton, 

Kevin Longberry, Lynn Baldwin, Virginia Smith, 

Eva Schooley, Nina Boerger, and John and Patria 

Hoskins.  
 
  

  

Jennife Alford 
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Lest We Forget 
by Rev. John Gray (Ret) BS BA, MDIV 

3660 Brinkman Dr. 

Grove City, Ohio 43123-2377 
 

FAMILY TREE MAGAZINE 
A Cutting Edge Tool for Your 

Ancestral Search 
 

If you are like me you have precious few 
dollars to spend on our hobby; I know I 

need to use great discretion in how I allot 
those precious few dollars, as I extend the 

search for my heritage. 
As one who has spent half a lifetime re-

searching his ancestors, I recall the many 

visits to court houses, libraries and ceme-
teries where my ancestors once lived and 

are buried. I feel there is not much more for 
me to learn in these places.  Likewise, when 
I first started in the hobby I was wise 

enough to go and visit in person with cous-
ins who told me things I would never have 

learned otherwise.  So what is the next step 
for those of us who have pretty much over 

the years covered the basics?  We may not 
be the greatest researcher who ever came 
down the pike, and we know we have likely 

over-looked some important data some-
where, but we have, for better or worse, 

pretty well covered the ABC’s of the hobby, 
and are now looking for the next step to 
help us break down those few remaining 

brick walls that defy our every attempt to 
knock them down. 

When one is at a crossroads it is nice to 
know there are some helpful sign posts out 
there we can count on, especially for the 

genealogist who wants to stay on the cut-
ting edge of what is happening in the hob-

by.  We know there is always something 
new to learn, so where do we go to see 
what others are thinking and doing?  For 

me the next step I need to take in tracking 
down my more elusive ancestors is a re-

source that routinely gathers the latest 
techniques and advances in family history 
methodology.   

For me, the one constant that stands out, 
and which in my opinion has no peer, is 

Family Tree Magazine.  Here are a few ex-
amples of some of their regularly featured 
articles: 

 
- What’s New in Family History Research 

- Resources In U. S. cities (2 different 
cities each issue) 

- The Tool Kit - A roundup of the latest 
ideas in the hobby 

- Now What? Answers to questions sent 

in by readers 
- Time Capsule - What Happened in His-

tory and Why 
- Quick Links - To Helpful Places On-Line 

- Networking 

 
Some of the new articles in the last three 

issues have been: 
 

- Free Webinars 

- Free Genealogy Forms 
- Testing the DNA Waters 
- Top 13 Best Web Sites; 

- Best United Kingdom Online Databases 
- Ordering Family Search (LDS) Microfilm 

Online  
 

An annual subscription costs $33.96 and 
is worth every penny. 

Note too that the basics of the hobby are 
not neglected - they are always under dis-

cussion in most issues, meaning this is a 
magazine for both the beginner and those 
of us looking for the next logical step to 

take us a little farther back in time. 
For myself, the next step is to find those 

still unidentified immigrant ancestors, who, 
for whatever reason, pulled up stakes in the 
old sod and bravely set out for the New 

World.  I will not be satisfied until I know 
the name of each and every daring soul, 

and I believe Family Tree Magazine will like-
ly be an intergral element in this research. 

I am in my third year of leading a class in 

genealogy for the local library here in Grove 
City and 90 percent of my handouts are 

from Family Tree Magazine.  That is how 
up-to-date and valuable they are. 

 

To order Family Tree Magazine, write - 
   Family Tree Magazine 

   POB 421751 
   Palm Coast, FL 32142 

  
OR subscribe on-line:      
www.familytreemagazine.com/customerser

vice 
  

file:///C:/Users/Leona/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/Y0Z4VEO9/www.familytreemagazine.com/customerservice
file:///C:/Users/Leona/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/Y0Z4VEO9/www.familytreemagazine.com/customerservice
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This obituary was ranscribed from The Marysville 

Tribune, Marys-ville, Ohio, Monday, October 6, 

1930, page 2, column 4. 
 

MAN AGED 113 DIED IN HOME 
__________________________________ 

INMATE OF COUNTY HOME WHO WAS 

SOLD AS SLAVE THREE TIMES 

HAS SUCCUMBED. 
 

Funeral services for William Peppers, colored, 

aged about 113 years, were held Monday afternoon 

at 2 o’clock in the E. S. Faulkner chapel and mortu-

ary, conducted by the Rev. Mr. Upchurch and in-

terment was made in Oakdale cemetery.  His death 

occurred at the County Home, where he had been 

and inmate since September 1, 1924. 

Peppers was born in Montgomery county, Va., a 

son of Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Peppers, who were 

slaves.  William peppers was sold three times as a 

slave. 

Peppers escaped from slavery when a body of 

Union soldiers marched past a field in which he was 

plowing corn.  He joined the soldiers and then came 

to Gal[l]ia county, near Gallipolis, where he found 

employment.  He was unable to read or write as his 

masters told him that slaves did not need an educa-

tion. 

Peppers remembered the Mexican War and of-

ten heard his masters tell about John Quincy Ad-

ams.  He was able to be up and about until a short 

time ago.  He was very deaf and almost blind before 

he passed away.  He attributed his longevity to hard 

work, regular habits and taking good care of himself.  

He smoked a pipe since he was a boy but discontin-

ued the habit a few years ago but chewed tobacco 

until recently. 

Prior to being removed to the County Home 

from Union township, he lived for six years with his 

son Samuel, the [latter] being unmarried.  His father 

had lived alone since the death of his wife, 56 years 

ago.  For fear of being burned up while the son was 

away at work Samuel had the trustees of Union 

Township take his father to the Union County Home. 

His wife’s maiden name was Martha Gillmore 

and they were married during the Civil War.  They 

had five children, three sons and two daughters.  The 

two daughters are deceased.  A son, Charles Pep-

pers, is married and lives in Urbana; two sons, Ed-

ward and Samuel Peppers, live in Union township. 

Peppers claimed that he never was ill enough to 

summon a physician, and could make a hand in the 

field until six years ago.  Peppers claimed that he 

could husk and crib as much corn at 100 years of age 

as any other man at 50 or younger. 
 

Editor’s Note:  William Pepper is buried in an 

unmarked grave at Oakdale, Section E “County 

Grounds.”  There is no headstone. 
 

 
 

Baseball Pitcher to Barber 
By Leona Gustafson 

 

The following item was transcribed from The 

Richwood Gazette, Thursday, September 14, 1899, 

page one, column 1. 
 

Marysville—Items of interest: 
 

“James Chavous, the all around professional ball 

player, of this city, has signed to play with the All 

American Black Tourists and will leave this week for 

the Pacific slope.  He will pitch most of the time.  

Jim is well-known throughout the United States as he 

toured the country with the Page Fence Giants last 

year.  We wish Jim unbounded success in the west-

ern county.” 

No further evidence of James’ baseball career has 

been found by this researcher.  The names of even 

the early stars of the Negro leagues can be found on 

the Internet, but James is not among them.   

Though there were many James Chavous listed in 

the censuses for no record of this James has been 

found for the years 1900 and 1910.  However, his 

August 24, 1942 obituary states that he was one of 

ten children, the son of Anderson and Caroline 

Chavous; both were born in North Carolina. He was 

born January 17, 1869 in Marysville and died at the 

“County Home hospital…following and illness of 

about six months.”  He operated a barber shop on 

South Main Street for “about fifty years.”  

The obituary goes on to say that, “He was widely 

known as a baseball pitcher years ago and hurled for 

the Mills Team, state champions for four years, as 

well as other noted negro [Sic.] teams.”  It can only 

be surmised that, as so often happened, he was in-

jured and had to give up his baseball career, or he 

decided that he would rather return home and live his 

life in the place where he was born and raised. 

James H. Chavous, professional baseball player 

and barber, never married.  He was survived by one 

sister, Laura Chavous Moxley who resided in 

Cleveland in 1942.  James is buried at Oakdale in 

Section E, “Single Grave.”  
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Records Center & Archives 
By Stephen W. Badenhop 

Records Center & Archives Coordinator 

Union County Archives 

128 South Main Street, Suite 114 

Marysville, OH 43040 

Phone: (937)-645-4177 

Fax: (937)-645-4173

 

The Union County Records Center and Archives, with the cooperation of the Ohio Historical Society, 

was able last December to procure the return of several Union County Probate Court Records that were 

transferred to the Ohio Historical Society shortly before the Courthouse renovation in 1990.  These rec-

ords were housed and made accessible through the Ohio Historical Society for the past 24 years and are 

now, after being transferred back, available through the Union County Records Center and Archives in 

Marysville.  Below is a complete list of the records that were returned, but it should be noted that several 

of them are confidential or have restricted access. 

 

Record Date Span Volume Accessibility 

Administration Dockets 1820-1962 15 Volumes Public 

Administration Records 1820-1852 3 Volumes Public 

Appearance Docket 1877-1881 1 Volume Restricted 

Civil Dockets 1913-1961 9 Volumes Restricted 

Court Journals 1852-1962 57 Volumes Restricted 

Criminal Appearance Docket 1893-1914 1 Volume Public 

Criminal Records 
1852-1886; 

1893-1914 
2 Volumes Public 

Epilepsy Record 1896-1940 1 Volume Confidential 

Examination of Treasury 1907-1914 1 Volume Public 

Final Records 1916-1961 21 Volumes Restricted 

Final Record of Appointment of Guardians 1908-1933 3 Volumes Public 

General Index to Estates 1941-1961 1 Volume Restricted 

Guardian’s Dockets 1870-1948 4 Volumes Public 

Guardian’s Inventory 1875-1885 1 Volume Public 

Guardians, Minors and Incompetents Rec-

ords 

1932-1942 1 Volume Public 

Inheritance Tax Record 1957-1961 1 Volume Confidential 

Journal of Land Sales 1876-1879 1 Volume Public 

Lunacy Records 1916-1941 2 Volumes Confidential 

Ministers’ License Record Index 1820-1906 1 Volume Public 

Miscellaneous Record 1913-1919 1 Volume Restricted 

Record of Feeble-Minded Youth 1907-1940 1 Volume Confidential 

Record of Ministers’ Licenses 1871-1976 4 Volumes Public 

Sales Bill Records 1920-1939 1 Volume Public 

Will Records 1852-1961 32 Volumes Public 

Worthy Blind Record 1904-1906 1 Volume Public 

  



  

 

COL. HERMAN C. DOELLINGER 

OHIO NATIONAL GUARD ARMORY 

124 East Fourth Street 

MARYSVILLE, OHIO  

By Robert W. Parrot 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1876 and 1877, the Ohio Legislature authorized 

the organization of military companies known as the 

Ohio National Guard.  The purpose of the Gurad was to 

provide a trained militia to supplement regular forces in 

time of great emergency and to protect lives, homes, 

and property by maintaining public peace. 

On July 18, 1877, a local company was organized in 

Marysville, under this law.  It was designated as Com-

pany E (later D), 14
th
 Regiment.  The company drilled 

in the hall on the second floor of the Union Block 

Building which was established as the first armory in 

Marysville.  In April 1908, the armory was moved to 

the old Methodist Church building on the corner of East 

Fifth and Walnut streets. 

The Ohio National Guard was funded by a per capi-

ta tax enacted for state militia purposes.  In March 

1909, the Legislature increased the tax from 9 cents to 

10 cents, with the additional cent earmarked for build-

ing Ohio National Guard armories throughout the state.  

The armory buildings were to serve as headquarters for 

each local company, drill rooms, and an arsenal for the 

storage of military equipment and supplies. 

State Senator R. L. Camron, of Marysville, helped 

to pass the bill.  He also introduced an amendment 

which provided that the armories would contain meet-

ing rooms for veterans of the Civil War and Spanish-

American War. 

Immediately after the new law was enacted, Senator 

Camron, State Representative George M. Wilber, and 

the Marysville Board of Trade began actively pushing 

for an armory to be built in Marysville. The City held a 

special election to obtain authorization from the citi-

zens to issue bonds of up to $3,000.00 for the purchase 

of land for the new armory.  On June 1, 1910, the ef-

forts of local citizens paid off when the town was for-

mally notified that the first armory in the state of Ohio 

would be constructed at Marysville. $15,000.00 was 

appropriated for the new building. 

The City provided the land and the lot of Dorothy 

Cole on the northwest corner of Plum and Fourth 

Streets was purchased. At the request of the State Ar-

mory Board, Capt. Karl I. Best, of Dayton, and Capt. 

W. A. Scofield, of Cleveland, were asked to prepare 

plans and specifications for the new building.  Charles 

Insco Williams, of Dayton, was hired as the architect. 

The contract to build the armory was awarded in Sep-

tember, 1910, to James Laughlin of Dayton. Construc-

tion began on October 13, 1910. The brickwork was 

done by local contractor, George W. Fox, using pressed 

brick from New Lexington. The building was complet-

ed and Company E moved into their new quarters on 

September 1, 1911. 

When completed the building was said to be "sug-

gestive of a stronghold, with battlements, substantial 

front, and a pretentious arched entrance with massive 

doors." The doors were 11 feet wide, constructed of 

cypress and reinforced with bronze strips, "presenting a 

very substantial barrier impregnable by the attacks of 

the enemy." The building was 110 feet by 65 feet; had 

"small, but numerous windows after the antique style"; 

and was certified to be "defensible against mobs." In 

the sub-basement was located the heating and coal 



  

 

rooms and a rifle gallery with a 100 foot shooting 

range. 

The basement had an ordnance room; non-

commissioned officers room; quartermasters rooms for 

military supplies; kitchen, "adequate to mess a war 

strength unit," and a shower and locker room. The first 

floor housed the officers’ rooms and a 60 x 80 foot drill 

room which was fitted with a complete gymnasium. 

The front gallery of the building had rooms for the G. 

A.R. (Civil War Veterans) and the Spanish American 

War Veterans. A balcony over the drill floor was con-

structed for inspecting military training. The building 

was designed to be fireproof, but special maple floors 

were installed in the officers’ rooms and drill room. A 

flag pole was constructed on the roof of the building 

"so the Stars and Stripes could be seen throughout the 

town."  

The final cost of the completed building was 

$19,886.00. The additional amount was paid by the 

town. The City also had to purchase furniture for the 

building, although military supplies were provided by 

the state.  

For many decades after, the armory served as the 

center for military training and activities in the com-

munity. This was especially true during World War I 

and World War II.  Local soldiers left for the war and 

were mustered out after the war at the Armory Build-

ing. 

In addition to the various military purposes, the 

building was also used by the community for dances, 

meetings, and public functions. From the time it was 

built until 1939, the drill floor served as the basket 

ball court for Marysville High School. The soldier's 

locker and shower rooms were used by the Marysville 

High School Football team as a dressing room when the 

football field was located on North Main Street at Rec-

reation Park. 

On Memorial Day, 1971, the sixty-year-old armory 

building was rededicated and named the Col. Herman 

C. Doellinger Ohio National Guard Armory. Herman 

Doellinger had been a private when the armory was 

built and later attained the rank of Colonel. He com-

manded the 166th Regiment of the 37th Division, 

"Rainbow Division" of the United States Army when it 

entered the service in the fall of 1940. A plaque can 

still be seen on the building honoring Colonel 

Doellinger. 

In 1992, budget cuts in National Guard funding led 

to consolidating and closing many of the armories. One 

of these was the Doellinger Armory. With this cut, the 

166th Infantry, Ohio's oldest National Guard unit, 

which included the Marysville Company, was also de-

activated. 

Although many fine monuments, plaques, and build-

ings serve as memorials to the outstanding military his-

tory of the community, no better symbol of that herit-

age exists today than the Col. Herman C. Doellinger 

Armory. It was the first Ohio National Guard armory 

built in the State of Ohio under the 1909 armory law. 

Generations of local militia drilled and trained at the 

armory in order to be prepared in the event of national 

emergency or civil unrest. It was the last meeting place 

of the local Civil War and Spanish American War vet-

erans. It was the headquarters for military affairs in the 

community during World War I and World War II. It 

carries the name of one of the many fine military lead-

ers that have come from the town. It was, and always 

will be, a symbol of our community's courage, bravery, 

and sacrifice.  

   

World War I Soldiers Returned from the War, Marysville Armory 

Decoration Day, 1919

 



  

 

UNION COUNTY CHAPTER, OGS 

ANNUAL BANQUET 
 

Tuesday, May 20
th

, 2014 

Arrive 5:30 - Eat 6 : 0 0  P . M .  

Der Dutchman  
Pla in  Ci ty  

Featuring a visit with: 

Mrs. Ellen Ewing Sherman  

Wife of General William Tecumseh Sherman 
 

  
 

(AKA) Julie O'Keefe McGhee  
Member Story Tellers of Central Ohio  

Dinner  is  $18.00  per  person ,  

Reservations are prepaid and required by May 17
th

,
 
2014. 

(Special dietary needs must also be turned in by May 17, 2014)   
Make checks or money order payable to: Union County Chapter OGS 

 

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 

Banquet Reservation Form 
Please return this form with payment to:  

Union County Chapter OGS 

P. O. BOX 438 

Marysville, Ohio 43040 

D e a d l i n e  f o r  r e s e r v a t i o n s  i s  M a y  1 7 ,  2 0 1 4   

Please submit this form with your payment. 

Number of people attending the banquet ___________  @ $18.00 each Total: $______ 

Name(s):  ______________________________________________________________ 

Address:  _____________________________________________________________ 

City:  _____________________________ State: _____   Zip Code:  ______________ 

Special dietary needs (if necessesary, use separate sheet):  _______________________________ 



  

 

Publications of the Union County Chapter OGS 
PLEASE NOTE:  *Only Ohio Residents need to pay Ohio Tax1.* 

**Please include $5.00 shipping and handling for the first book and $1.00 for each additional 
book/volume/CD.** 

PUBLICATIONS PRICE OHIO  TAX1 CD/PDF OHIO TAX 

BOOKS     

1877 Atlas of Union County, Ohio Includes Index $25.00 $1.69   

Amerine Cemetery; database of History, Genealogy, Obituaries, Tombstone Photos   $20.00 $1.35 

Excerpts from Marysville Tribune: Volume 1: 1850-1890 by Margaret Main Bouic $20.00 $1.35 $10.00 $0.68 

Excerpts from Marysville Tribune: Volume 2: 1891-1903 by Margaret Main Bouic $20.00 $1.35 $10.00 $0.68 

Excerpts from Marysville Tribune: Volume 3: 1904-1910 by Margaret Main Bouic $20.00 $1.35 $10.00 $0.68 

Excerpts from Marysville Tribune: Volumes 1-3   [shipping $5.00 – CD shipping $3.00] $55.00 $3.72 $27.50 $1.86 

Excerpts from Marysville Tribune: Volume 4: 1911-1915 by Margaret Main Bouic $20.00 $1.35 $10.00 $0.68 

Excerpts from Marysville Tribune: Volumes 1-4   [shipping $6.00 – CD shipping $3.00] $70.00 $4.73 $35.00 $2.36 

Gleanings from the Richwood Gazette $20.00 $1.35 $10.00 $0.68 

History of Union County, Ohio Beers’ edition, 3 vol. Paperback (Reprint) [shipping $5] $65.00 $4.39   

Index to Recorded Deaths of Union County, Ohio Prior to1909 V. Smith  2006 136 pgs $15.00 $1.01 $7.50 $0.51 

Index to 1900 Union County, Ohio Census (persons 21 & over) 81 pages $14.00 $0.95 $7.00 $0.48 

Infirmary, Union County, OH 1867-1961 60 pages $10.00 $0.68 $5.00 $0.34 

Marriage Records of Union County, Ohio 1820-1900 by Dianna Hearl (Reprint) $25.00 $1.69 $12.50 $0.85 

Memories & Sketches of Civil War Era of Northern Union County, OH $20.00 $1.35 $10.00 $0.68 

News of Our Civil War Veterans, Union County Ohio…1862-1939 by V. Smith 2008 $20.00 $1.35 $10.00 $0.68 

Records of Affidavits, Book One, Probate Court, Union County, Ohio by Ila L. Larue $17.00 $1.15 $8.50 $0.57 

Domestic & Paternity Suits Case File Index (1820-1950) 80 pages NEW $14.00 $0.95 $7.50 $0.48 

Marriage Record Book (1900-1950)  266 pages NEW $25.00 $1.69 $12.50 $0.85 

CEMETERY RECORDS     

Claibourne Township 156 pages $10.00 $0.68 $5.00 $0.34 

Darby-Jerome Township 160 pages $14.00 $0.95 $7.00 $0.48 

Dover-Jackson-Leesburg-Millcreek Townships 134 pages $14.00 $0.95 $7.00 $0.48 

Forest Grove Cemetery, Plain City, Ohio  183 pages $24.00 $1.62 $12.00 $0.81 

Liberty-Paris-Taylor-Washington Townships 164 pages $10.00 $0.68 $5.00 $0.34 

Oakdale Cemetery, Marysville, Ohio (2 volumes) 418 pages [shipping $4] $38.00 $2.57 $19.00 $1.29 

Union-Allen Townships 116 pages $10.00 $0.68 $5.00 $0.34 

York Township 134 pages $9.00 $0.61 $5.00 $0.34 

Index to ALL Cemetery Books 234 pages $27.00 $1.82 $13.50 $0.91 

All Cemetery Records in PDF format on one CD   $75.00 $5.06 

Union Echoes, Bi-monthly publication of Union County Chapter, OGS     

1988-1991 Six issues, with index, per year (specify year(s) you want) $5.00    

1992-2004 Six issues, with index, per year (specify year(s) you want) $7.00    

Union Echoes 1981 thru 2012 - all on one CD in pdf format   (1981-2008 not searchable)   $20.00 $1.35 

 

Make your check payable to and mail your order to: 

Union County Chapter of OGS, PO Box 438, Marysville, OH 43040-0438 

 

Name ___________________________________________Mbr. Nbr. ____  Book order total   _______ 

 

Address _____________________________________________________  Ohio Sales Tax * + _______ 

 

City ________________________________________________________ Shipping ** + _______ 

 

State ______________________________ Zip_____________-________ TOTAL ENCLOSED _______ 
 

1Revised/Printed: 5 January 2010 (new tax rate of 6.75%* effective July 1, 2008 [*7.25% Jerome Twp.] )  



  

 

 

The Clothes Line 
 

A clothes line was a news fore- 

      cast, to neighbors passing by. 

There were no secrets you could 

      keep, when clothes were hung 

      to dry. 
 

It also was a friendly link, for 

     neighbors always knew, 

If company had stopped on by, 

     to spend a night or two. 
 

For then you'd see the fancy  

     sheets and towels upon the 

     line; 

You'd see the company tabl- 

     cloths, with intricate design. 
 

The line announced a baby's  

     birth, to folks who lived i- 

     side, 

 

As brand new infant clothes, 

     were hung so carefully with 

     pride. 
 

The ages of the children, 

     could so readily be known 

By watching how the sizes 

     changed, you'd know how 

     much they'd grown. 
 

It also told when illness struck, 

     as extra sheets were hung; 

Then night-clothes, and a bath- 

     robe too, haphazardly were 

     strung. 
 

It said "Gone on vacation now," 

     when lines hung limp and    

     bare. 

It told "We're back!" when full 

     lines sagged, with not an inch 

     to spare. 
 

New folks in town were scorned 

     upon, if washing was dingy  

     grey, 

As neighbours raised their brows, 

     and looked disgustedly away. 
 

But clotheslines now are of the 

     past, for dryers make work 

     less, 

Now what goes on inside a home, 

     is anybody’s guess. 
 

I really miss that way of life; it 

     was a friendly sign, 

When neighbors knew each other 

     best, by what was on the line. 

-- Anonymous 

 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION OR RENEWAL FORM 
[return this complete page with dues including address label (member number(s) is on label)] 

For renewals if there is NO change from information on address label you do not have to complete the rest of this form, only * items if there 

are changes to information you have previously submitted. Please place an “X” by changes in any area of your membership status. 
 

May we use information in our membership directory or placed on the Web site?  Yes___   No ___ 
 

NAME _________________________ Member No. ____ *SPOUSE ______________Member No.____ 

Add spouse as member?  Yes____  No ____     Maiden name ____________________ 

*ADDRESS ___________________________________ email *________________________________ 

*CITY _________________________________ *STATE _________ *ZIP __________________ (5+4) 

____ New Member    ____Renewal    ____Returning Member 

GO GREEN!  Please, send my Union Echoes to the E-mail address listed above.  ___Yes ___No 

Dues are $12 per household for 12 months, January-December 

   Make check payable to: Union County Chapter OGS 

► Are you a member of Ohio Genealogical Society?   Yes ____ No ____ 

Surnames you are researching in Union County: _____________________________________________ 
 

Monies earned from the sale of publications are used to purchase research books and materials for Marysville, Plain City, and Richwood Public Libraries. 
Donations are used to purchase microfilm for the Marysville Public Library. We are a 501(c)(3) society. 

 

Return form and dues to: Union County Chapter OGS 

     PO Box 438 

     Marysville, Ohio 43040-0438 


