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THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 

President, Brian Wade, is on vacation.  So I’m taking this opportuni-
ty to let everyone know that our new year has started out with a bang! 

 
Our January meeting with Derek S. Davey was a great kick-off to a 

year that has been planned to place new emphasis on topics of special in-
terest to family historians.  Mr. Davey was a hard act to follow, but our 
February speaker, Wesley (Wes) Boomgaardner had no trouble keeping 
the interest of members and guests alike.  (See more about both meetings 
beginning on pages 14 and 15.) 

 
Religion played such an important part in the lives of our ancestors 

that it seems impossible to study our family history without some under-
standing of their faith and where it often took them.  The Amish are often 
very misunderstood while their place in Union County history is all too 
often ignored.  Our March speaker, Dr. Joseph F. Donnermeyer, will 
instruct and entertain us while talking about the Amish of Union County 
and the surrounding area.  (See page 13).  Some of our members have 
heard Dr. Donnermeyer speak and have promised a great meeting.   

 
When you like an author you read more of that person’s writings.  

When you are especially pleased with an entertainer, you call him/her 
back for an encore.  In the strictest sense, Derek Davey isn’t an author or 
entertainer, but we have requested an encore.  Mr. Davey has agreed to 
come back in April for a special meeting about beginning genealogy 
(More about the meeting can be found on page 13).  

 
May is celebrated as the month when winter truly ends and summer 

begins.  It is also a special month for us as we hold our annual Pioneers 
Banquet.  It is a time of good food, fun and fellowship.  And once again 
we will be entertained by A. Lincoln, a.k.a. Gerald A. Payne, as he takes 
us through his later years and the Civil War.  Bring your family.  Bring 
your friends.  Join us for a great evening. (See page 20) 

 
Leona Gustafson – llgbug@genealogybug.net 
Editor, Union Echoes and Membership Chairperson 
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Union County Chapter OGS Officers and Committees 
 

OFFICERS: 
President – Brian Wade 

Email: brianwad@embarqmail.com 
Vice President – Calvin Wood 

Email:  C.Wood73@yahoo.com  
Treasurer – Nina Boerger 

Email: 9aboerger@gmail.com  
Recording Secretary - 

Marie Bouic 
Email: bouic1@midohio.net  
Corresponding Secretary - 

 David Gustafson 
Email: dgus@genealogybug.net  

COMMITTEES: 
Webmaster - Rebekah Headings 

Email: 
rebekahmary@chuckeryohio.com    

Librarian – Nancy Katzenbach 
Email: nkatzen@embarqmail.com  
Echoes Editor – Leona Gustafson 
Email: llgbug@genealogybug.net  

Queries – Nancy Katzenbach 
Email: nkatzen@embarqmail.com  

Membership Chairperson  
Leona Gustafson 

Email: llgbug@genealogybug.net  
Program Chairperson – Viola Hill 

Email: vihill@hotmail.com  
 

PIONEER COMMITTEE: 
Chairperson – 
Carol Mickley 

891 Catalpa Place 
Marysville, Ohio 43040 

Email: rmickley@columbus.rr.com  
Associate – Linda Prosser 

Associate – Leona Gustafson 
Send inquiries with a self addressed 

 and stamped envelope to: 
UCOGS Query Committee 

P.O. Box 438 
Marysville, Ohio 43040 
Non-members get the 

first query free 
 
 

UCOGS News & Tidbits 

A Big Welcome to our newest members, two 
of whom joined at the January meeting.   

x Kati McCarthy 
286 Lakeside Cir. 
Marysville, OH 43040 
katimccarthy@gmail.com 
Researching:  McCarthy 

x Linda K. Dohanos Smith 
21350 Westlake Lee Rd. 
Marysville, OH 43040 
Smith43040@yahoo.com 
Her research interests lie outside Union 
County. 

x Joseph & Judith A. (Miller) Cressa 
2682 Cardinal Lane 
San Jose, CA 95125-4809 
gammiec@sbcglobal.net  
Researching:  Gladden, Reed, Sager 

x Marguerite R. (Colbert) Davis 
126 N Cherry St. 
Mt. Gilead, OH 43338-1235 
rosee@redbird.net 
Researching: Donaldson, Dodge, Smith, 
Saxton 

x Myron R. (Dick) Lavender 
8944 Watkins Rd. 
Marysville, OH 43040 
Dick joined with his wife and long time 
member, Donna Christian Lavender. 

x Lynne Patterson Boal 
10616  Sharon Cir. 

Urbandale, IA 50322 
Joined with her husband, Steven Paul 
Boal, a long time member.  Note: This is a 
new address for the Boals. 

x Steve Roush and daughter, Isabella have 
been added as members with wife and 
mom, Patricia E. (Bouic) Roush and 
young Steven Roush, both Union County 
Pioneer members. 
Steven & Patricia Roush 
8099 Hinton Mill Rd. 
Ostrander, OH 43061-9510 
p3roush@yahoo.com  
Researching: Nicol, Davis, Lucas, Thom-
as, Kinnamon, Weinlein, Bouic, Roush, 
Rausch. 

(See News on page 17) 
 

 
 Check your mailing label.  If the 

first line says: 
“Expires 12/31/2010” it is time to 
renew your membership.  If you 
already renewed, the label on the 
next issue will show the new expi-
ration date. Email newsletter re-
cipients can contact Dave Gus-
tafson 
(dgus@genealogybug.net) or mem-
bership chairperson Leona Gus-
tafson,(llgbug@genealogbyg.net)   
for expiration information. 
 

mailto:brianwad@embarqmail.com
mailto:C.Wood73@yahoo.com
mailto:9aboerger@gmail.com
mailto:bouic1@midohio.net
mailto:ejadams@main-net.com
mailto:dgus@genealogybug.net
mailto:rebekahmary@chuckeryohio.com
mailto:nkatzen@embarqmail.com
mailto:llgbug@genealogybug.net
mailto:nkatzen@embarqmail.com
mailto:llgbug@genealogybug.net
mailto:vihill@hotmail.com
mailto:rmickley@columbus.rr.com
mailto:katimccarthy@gmail.com
mailto:Smith43040@yahoo.com
mailto:gammiec@sbcglobal.net
mailto:rosee@redbird.net
mailto:p3roush@yahoo.com
mailto:dgus@genealogybug.net
mailto:llgbug@genealogbyg.net
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Coming Events: 
Unless otherwise noted, all meetings are held at 
10:00 A. M. in the lower level meeting room at 
the Marysville Public Library, 231 Plum Street, 
Marysville.  (Elevator inside back door.) 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
March 19:  The Growth and Decline of Amish 
Communities in Ohio - Joe Donnermeyer (See 
below). 
 
April 16:  Let’s Get Started, - Derek S. Davey, 
Professional Genealogist (See below). 
 
May 17:  Pioneer Banquet (Please note that this 
is a Tuesday evening.)  See flier, page 10. 
 

June 18:  Pot Luck Picnic (rain or shine) to be 
held at the First Congregational United Church of 
Christ, 124 W. Sixth Street, Marysville beginning 
at 11:30 A. M.  Hosted by Viola “Vi” Hill. 
 
July 16:  Union County 4-H Genealogy Projects 
will be presented by a few of our young people 
who will participate in the Union County Fair ge-
nealogy competition. 
 
August 20:  General William Tecumseh Sher-
man, the Civil War Years – Speaker:  Frank 
Bullock. 

ADDITIONAL PROGRAMS TO BE 
ANNOUNCED. 

 

 
 

The Growth and Decline of  
Amish Communities in Ohio 

 
Since the beginning of statehood, the Amish 

presence has been felt in 
Ohio.  Today, it is home to 
some of the largest Amish 
communities, and the 
Amish continue to see rural 
Ohio as a great place to 
live, work and worship.  
Dr. Joseph F. 
Donnermeyer will review 
the development of Amish communities in the 
buckeye state, how new communities are formed, 
and despite Amish growth, where some communi-
ties have declined and are now extinct. 

Dr. Donnermeyer is a Professor in the School of 
Environment and Natural Resources at The Ohio 
State University.  He is the author of three books 
about the Amish:  (1) a short, introductory text ti-
tled A Quiet Moment in Time; (2) an examination 
of Amish community life titled Lessons for Living; 
and (3) a children’s book co-authored with his wife 
Diane, who is a retired elementary education 
teacher, titled An Amish Winter Visit.  Each year, 
he teaches a course, “Amish Society,” at Ohio 
State and recently completed a census of the 
Amish for the Association of Religious Data Ar-
chives.  There will be copies of the books available 
for purchase at the meeting. 

 

     

 

Let’s Get Started! 
 

Those who attended the meeting on January 15 
will be pleased to learn that Mr. Derek S. Davey 
(see the next page) has agreed to return for our 
April 16 meeting.  We’re calling it “Let’s Get 
Started,” but there will be something for all family 
historians—those who are just thinking about start-
ing their family research and those who have, like 
your editor, been at it for many years.  Mr. Davey 
sent the following to be included in this newsletter:  

-------------------------- 
"Beginners Guide to Family Research" 

 

"Have you been curious about your family?  
Come to the April 16, 2011 Union County Chapter 
of the Ohio Genealogical Society meeting at the 
Marysville Public Library to learn how to start 

your family search.  Derek S. Davey, Professional 
Genealogist will teach us how to gather the initial 
information, using charts, family interviews, 
sourcing, software, recording of information, and 
will provide professional advice.  Bring a friend 
for this exciting meeting on tracing your family 
roots." 

-------------------------- 
After thirty-five years spent researching and 

charting our family’s ancestry I am especially in-
terested in learning more about all of the things 
mentioned by Mr. Davey.  I find that the more I 
think I know the more I need to learn. 

This meeting is scheduled to run a little longer 
than normal--from 10 A. M. until noon.  But if 
there are as many questions as there were at the 
January meeting it might run a little longer.  
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Researching Those Elusive 
Maiden Names 

Presented by 

 
Derek S. Davey 

At the January 15, 2011 General Meeting 
Summary by Marie Bouic 

 
Before 1900 legal records were created by men, for 

men.  Property was in a man’s name, men ran business-
es and government.  Women changed their surname 
when they married and sometimes used their maiden 
name as their middle name.  When searching for an 
ancestor’s maiden name . . . 

Begin with what you know.  Write out the full 
names including married names (i.e. Agnes Todd Clark 
Howard).  Add nicknames and variations of their 
names.  Make note of each of the woman’s husbands, 
children, and siblings.    

Keep a timeline of your ancestor.  A timeline puts 
your ancestor in historical perspective.  Begin your 
timeline with the woman’s birth and death dates (ap-
proximate when necessary).  Between those dates write 
everything you know about her marriage, her children’s 
birthdates and places the family lived.  Add any migra-
tions and hospitalizations.  People traveled in groups 
with relatives; neighbors and other people they knew.  
Add significant national events such as wars, epidemics 
and local events.  Find a photo of your person and look 
for distinctive features such as dark hair, high cheek 
bones, was she tall or short.  

Interview your family.  Contact older female rela-
tives.  Look for any saved materials such as bridal 
books, baby books, receipts, family recipes that may 
shed some clues.  Interview your ancestor’s children, 
friends and neighbors. 

 Know your name.  Pay attention to unusual middle 
names that could be a maiden name.  Pay attention to 
naming patterns, some cultures name the first daughter 
after her mother’s mother.  The second daughter was 
named after her father’s mother and the third daughter 
after the mother.  Mr. Davey has had success in doing a 
search on Ancestry.com by just entering the unusual 
middle name. 

Chart your research strategy.  There is no special 
way to begin as each case is different.  Weddings mean 
marriage records; be sure to check out the witnesses.  
Children will have birth and baptism records.  After the 

1860’s the births list the father and mother with maiden 
name.  Migrations mean immigration records or even 
land records.  Mr. Davey said land records are under 
used.  The older land records have more information 
listing family members and sometimes birthdates. 

Know the men in her life.  Look in records of her 
husband, such as wills, pension records, probate rec-
ords, land records, funeral home, cemetery, obits and 
social security applications.  Don’t forget to check out 
her brothers, uncles, children and even neighbors.  She 
may appear in a census record as a household member 
as a godparent or an in-law. 

Check the records--witnesses to land documents, 
marriage records, naturalization records, school records 
could yield a relative.  Mr. Davey suggested when us-
ing census records to look for the 10 families preceding 
your ancestor and 10 families following.  Sometimes 
the next door neighbor was a sister living there.  Espe-
cially in the 1850 census records look for a pattern to 
see where this group of people were born.   

When looking for naturalization records look for 
the husband’s, the women were considered a citizen if 
their husbands lived here or became naturalized.   

Look in church records.  Mr. Davey believes that 
most Catholic records were very good at keeping maid-
en names.  Lutheran church records were also men-
tioned as good sources.  Other denominations vary. 

Mr. Davey considers these good databases to do re-
search online: 

 

FamilySearch (www.familysearch.org) is a free 
source sponsored by the Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter Day Saints (LDS - Mormons).  Their goal is the 
have everything that is in Salt Lake City online in ten 
years.  

  

Ancestry.com (www.ancestry.com) is a paid sub-
scription, but can be accessed at most libraries using 
your library card.   

 

HeritageQuest Online is available only through in-
stitutions with valid authorization and can be accessed 
through your personal computer at home by using your 
library card. 

 

The Ohio Genealogical Society (www.ogs.org) has 
a very good website that allows members access to 
WorldVitalRecords.com and HeritagePursuit.com. 

 

Genealogybank.com is another good research site, 
as is Footnote.com (now affiliated with Ancestry, but 
still requires a separate membership subscription).   

 

RootsWeb.com is a free source and run by Ances-
try.    

 
Mr. Davey cautions, “Don’t take what you find 

online as the gospel truth, and make sure you document 
all your research--it’s not genealogy if it’s not docu-
mented.”   

http://www.familysearch.org/
http://www.ancestry.com/
http://www.ogs.org/
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Saving Your Family 

Treasures 
Presented by 

 
Wesley (Wes) Boomgaarden 

At the February 19, 2011 General Meeting 
Summary by Marie Bouic 

 
Thirty-eight members and guests attended the 

February 19 meeting.  The speaker was Wesley 
(Wes) Boomgaarden, Preservation Officer at The 
Ohio State University Libraries in Columbus.  This 
presentation was rescheduled from September 
2010 when traffic conditions prevented Mr. 
Boomgaarden’s arrival in Marysville.  The presen-
tation was well worth the wait. 

Wes (as he prefers to be called) enjoys coming 
to Union County to ride his bicycle in the southern 
part of the county.  He does not claim to be a ge-
nealogist but has a cousin who has done extensive 
research.  His surname is Dutch and his family was 
nurserymen in Holland.  The family adopted their 
occupation as a surname in about 1804 when Em-
peror Napoleon Bonaparte required all citizens of 
the empire to adopt surnames (Napoleonic Code). 

Wes is interested in special things involving 
memories, and not in accumulating lots of things. 
He defined history in two ways, 1) History with an 
upper case “H” defines events and people as rec-
orded in history books, and 2) history with a lower 
case “h”, which defines our place in time—what 
has been handed down to us and what we will 
hand down as individuals and families.  Ask your-
self, do the objects you want to preserve reflect 
history with a capital "H" or with a lower case "h"? 

Considerations he gave us to think about were:  
1) a “life boat” scenario and its implications; 2) 
why and what you have is a family “treasure,” 3) 
what you really should do next with your treasure, 
4) what you really should never do to your treas-
ure; 5) continue your learning in various ways, and 
6) consider calling Wes if you have a question. He 

gave a situation of a disaster affecting your home 
and you only had an hour and not much help was 
available.  What would you save from your home?  
He showed the group what he had his valuables 
stored in if he was ever caught in that situation.  
He had a polypropylene record storage box that 
would keep things dry and two Hollinger storage 
boxes that he keeps his personal papers such as 
birth certificate, passports and more.  When con-
sidering your Family Treasurers remember that 
“Prevention is Cheaper than Cure.”  Protect your 
things and if you have any doubts seek more in-
formation.  There is lots of good information, good 
advice, and entire industry available to help you. 

We were given information about the proper 
way to store books, documents, photographs (ana-
log prints, slides and digital photographs and/or 
documents), textiles, jewelry and precious metals. 
How long our treasurers will last depends on how 
they are stored.  There are four factors: (1) Storage 
conditions, temperature, humidity, light, dirt, in-
sects, mold, flood and fire; (2) inherent structures: 
physical and chemical limitations;  human envi-
ronment: (3) Too much use, wrong kind of use, or 
un-enlightened “restoration;”  (4) what you have to 
play your digital items on. 

Things to remember are that you should store 
your treasurers in good climates (environments), 
check them often to see how they are aging.  Give 
your treasured original pictures a break from dis-
play, make copies and exhibit the copy.  Store the 
original in a cool dark place.  Use storage materials 
that pass the “Photo Activity Test (PAT)”.  Avoid 
vinyl at all costs.  Mark your documents with sta-
ble materials such as #2 pencil or PigmaTM pen.  
Talk to well-informed people about your treasurers 
to learn more about it.  Take careful assessment of 
what you own:  What is most valuable to you?  
What is its connection to you and your family?  
Write the information about an object down, tell-
ing your loved ones the story behind it.  Take and 
keep snapshots or a video of your materials.  In-
sure them.  If damaged you can more easily pay 
for their conservation.  Consider professional ap-
praisals.  Consider quality over quantity of items.  
Handle your treasures with clean hands. Use cotton 
gloves when handling some materials such as val-
uable pictures and paintings.  Monitor to see 
whether insects are visiting your treasures, use 
sticky traps to keep the critters off.  Refer to good 
literature on the topic, such as Caring for Your 
Family Treasurers (2000) or the booklet Guide to 
Collections Care.   (Go to next page )
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Prepare a family “disaster contingency plan”.  
Think of one hour to get things out of your house.  
Remember the value of “acid-free” for what is in 
contact with your paper documents.  Consider the 
value of a good storage box for materials not on 
display. 

Don’t store your treasures in basements, attics 
or garages.  Don’t use any store-bought adhesives 
on your objects.  Don’t put materials in contact 
with plastic materials that smell like “vinyl;”  these 
have PVC which damages all it touches.  Don’t 
store photos in “magnetic albums” with adhesives 
or mark your photos with ballpoint pen or Sharpie 
TM type pens.  These types of things are not re-
versible.  Don’t expose valuable items to extended 
sunlight or fluorescent lighting. Don’t laminate 
documents, it cannot be reversed.  Don’t shelve 
your treasurers on or in contact with bare, unfin-
ished wood.  And don’t fall into temptation to fix, 
restore or refinish items yourself without checking 
with someone well informed about it. 

 
Wes listed some good resources, both online 

and in print, that are available to help us store and 
preserve our treasures: 

Websites given for preservation sources were 
Library of Congress - www.loc.gov/preserv/ and 
National Archives -  www.archives.gov/  

Ohio sources are the OSU Libraries’ Preserva-
tion Office: 614.292.5085; Ohio Historical Socie-
ty: www.ohiohistory.org; local libraries for bor-
rowing sources and Inter-museum Conservation 
Association at www.ica-artconservation.org. 

Vendors of quality archival storage products 
suggested were: Gaylord Bros, Syracuse, NY - 
www.gaylord.com and Hollinger-Metal Edge, Inc., 
www.holingermetaledge.com. 

Light Impressions, Inc. – 
www.lightimpressionsdirect.com is a good source 
for photographic materials  

(Brochures were provided for these vendors.  
If you would like to have copies of the brochures, 
please contact the corresponding secretary, David 
Gustafson.)  

When you are considering conservation and/or 
restoration contact the American Institute for Con-
servation of Cultural and Historic Works (AIC) 
www.conservation-us.org/ 

A Website that has 10 videos that run from 3 
to 10 minutes each on different topics pertaining to 
caring and preserving your treasurers can be found 
at www.netnebraska.org/extras/treasures/index.htm   

Minnesota Historical Society has a website 

that has topics on Preserving Your Family Treas-
urers: 
www.mnhs.org/preserve/conservation/video.html    

For preserving digital sources the Library of 
Congress has a video at:  
www.digitalpreservation.gov/videos/personalarchi
ving/index.html 

 
Books recommended for additional reading 

and assistance are: 
 

Caring for Your Family Treasures 
by Jane S. Long & Richard W. Long 
[available through Marysville Public 
Library].  This resource gives tips on 
how to care for books, documents 
and papers, scrapbooks and albums, 

photographic prints and transparencies, home mov-
ies and videotapes, matting and framing, painting, 
fabrics, textiles, furniture, clocks and watches, ce-
ramics and glass, silver, other decorative metals, 
jewelry, military mementos, dolls, teddy bears, toy 
soldiers, and treasures from nature.  Available in 
paperback.  

 
Caring for your Collectibles: How to 
Preserve Your Old and New Treasur-
ers by Ken Arnold (Krause Publica-
tions, 1996). 
 

 
The Winterthur Guide for Caring 
for Your Collection by Gregory J. 
Landrey, et.al. (Winterthur, DE, 
2000).  Highly recommended was 
Caring for Your Collections from 
the National Institute for Conserva-

tion of Cultural Property. Arthur W. Schultz, Gen-
eral Editor. (Published by: Harry N. Abrams, 
1992; new edition pub. Nov 2000). 

 
All of us should consider how to care for your 

collection and how to be a good ancestor. 
****** 

NOTE:  A copy of Mr. Boomgaarden’s 23 
page hand-out for the meeting is available by 
Email (PDF format) or in hard copy from corre-
sponding secretary, David Gustafson (See page 
12). 

http://www.loc.gov/preserv/
http://www.archives.gov/
http://www.ohiohistory.org/
http://www.ica-artconservation.org/
http://www.gaylord.com/
http://www.holingermetaledge.com/
http://www.lightimpressionsdirect.com/
http://www.conservation-us.org/
http://www.netnebraska.org/extras/treasures/index.htm
http://www.mnhs.org/preserve/conservation/video.html
http://www.digitalpreservation.gov/videos/personalarchiving/index.html
http://www.digitalpreservation.gov/videos/personalarchiving/index.html
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(News - continued from page 12) 
 

WE HAVE A NEW COLUMNIST!  Mem-
ber, neighbor, friend, and noted Marysville attor-
ney, Robert W. “Bob” Parrott, has agreed to 
write a column for the Union Echoes.  Laws of all 
kinds have a large affect on our daily lives.   That 
was no less true for our ancestors.  Bob Parrott 
will, starting with this issue, write on a topic that 
he feels will assist our members in their search for 
their family history.  See his first article on page 
18.. 

HOT NEW ITEM—A recent arrival on the 
market is the VuPoint Magic Wand Portable 
Digital Scanner.  This marvelous little (10”L x 1 
¼” W x 1” H and weighs only 7 ½ oz.) cordless 
scanner is a great addition to the genealogist’s tool 
box.  Members Nancy Katzenbach and Leona 
Gustafson can attest to the portability and ease of 
use for the scanner.  Take it with you to the library 
and scan photos, whole pages, or only a few lines 
on the page.  It will scan a standard width letter in 
high resolution color in 13 seconds and the same 
letter in monochromatic (black & white) high reso-
lution in 6 seconds.  It saves the scan to a JPEG 
file and can be downloaded directly to your com-
puter using a USB cable.  It is compatible with 
Windows XP SP2, Widows Vista, Windows 7 and 
Mac OS 10.4 or above.  It comes with 2 recharge-
able AA batteries that will last about 180 color 
scans or 300 monochromatic scans.  It comes with 
a cloth drawstring case, but a nice semi-hard zip-
pered case is available.  The scanner can be pur-
chased online from Sam’s Club, Amazon, Office 
Max, Bed Bath & Beyond, and Kohls.  Some of 
these retailers might also have them on hand local-
ly (I would call first before making the trip).  The 
cost can vary from about $92 up and the separate 
case costs about $12 plus or minus. 

(Continued; see More News, page 18) 
 

REAPPRAISEMENT RECORDS 
(1825-1949) 

Records Center & Archives 
By Stephen W. Badenhop 

Records Center & Archives Coordinator 
Union County Archives 

128 South Main Street, Suite 114 
Marysville, OH 43040 
Phone: (937)-645-4177 

Fax: (937)-645-4173 
 

These records are arranged chronologically, 
therein alphabetically by taxing district and by 
parcel number.  These records contain 
reappraisements of property showing taxing dis-
trict, parcel number, property owner, original acre-
age, original proprietor, lot number, current acre-
age, value of lands and buildings, and total valua-
tion for taxation.  Volumes from 1846 to 1925 may 
also contain plat maps. 

The importance of these records for genealo-
gists is that these records show improvements to 
real property.  While the earliest years, 1825 to 
1846, resemble little more than tax duplicates the 
subsequent years make special notations for struc-
tures – i.e. houses and barns.  Information that is 
important for the dating of houses, while some-
times the location of houses is given on the plat 
maps.  Starting in 1937, the exact age of houses are 
given, if known to the owner, along with detailed 
descriptions of the buildings – i.e. brick, wood, 
electricity, heating type, roof type, number of 
rooms, etc.  These records also show a breakdown 
of the type of land in regards to plowed, pasture 
and woods, which shows the progress of land cul-
tivation.  Anyone interested in the development of 
one’s ancestors’ property would find these records 
a treasure trove of information, especially for 
buildings no longer in existence. 

On February 3, 1825, the Ohio General As-
sembly completely overhauled the general proper-
ty tax.  The legislature abolished the old system of 
land classification and established a more “equita-
ble mode of levying the taxes.”  All lands and lots 
were declared the subject of taxation and an asses-
sor was appointed in each county to make a list of 
all property.  This land appraisement was to serve 
as the basis for the levying of township, county 
and state taxes.  County Boards of Equalization, a 
precursor to the Board of Revision, were also es-
tablished to adjust valuations.  The legislature over 
the course of the next one hundred years altered 
and amended the tax laws and also called for the 
reappraisement of property.  Reappraisements 
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were conducted in 1834, 1840, 1846, 1853, 1859, 
1870, 1880, 1890, 1900, 1910, 1925, 1930, 1937, 
1943 and 1949.  All of which, except 1834 which 
is missing, are currently held at the Union County 

Records Center and Archives. 
 

“All history is biography.”—Ralph Waldo Emerson.

Book Review 
By Patty O’Connor 

Head of Adult Services & Reference 
Marysville Public Library 

937-642-1876, ext. 32 
poconnor@marysvillelib.org 

 
Galway Bay by Mary Pat Kelly 

 
A quintessential American narrative, author 

Mary Pat Kelly bases her novel on the stories of 
her own ancestors, primarily her great-great 
grandmother Honora Keeley Kelly, spanning the 
time period from the 1820s through the Chicago 
World’s Fair in 1893. Honora marries Michael 
Kelly and they are as moderately successful as a 

Catholic Irish family could be in those times.  
Then comes the Great Starvation of the 1840s and 
the couple finally makes the heartbreaking deci-
sion that emigration to America is the only viable 
option to save their children. Along with Honora’s 
sister Maire, who has survived a different set of 
troubles, they make their way first to New Orleans 
and eventually to Chicago. There they settle and 
become part of the fabric of America, their sons 
fighting in the Civil War and eventually becoming 
involved in the fight for Irish freedom. This is the 
perfect book to read as we celebrate St. Patrick’s 
Day. Whether or not you have Irish ancestors, 
you’ll be sorry to see this story end. 

This book is available at the Marysville Public 
Library, call number: F KEL. 

 
 

Early Marysville Street Names 
By Robert W. Parrot, Esq. 

 
If you research a location in the town of Marysville prior to 1900, you may run into several problems.  First, 

lot numbers of the original town surveys were renumbered several times.  The ordinances changing the lot numbers 
are filed at the Union County Recorder’s office.  It is complicated to track all of the revisions, especially since re-
numbering often applied only to some and not all of the town lots.  Second, address numbers in Marysville were 
changed.  Originally, they started house and business numbers with 1, 2, 3 and so on.  Later, these were changed so 
all addresses had three digits.  As a result, the same building or home may have a different address in various doc-
uments depending on the date of the document.  Lastly, the names of the streets were changed in 1883.  The council 
renamed all east to west streets with numbers and all north to south streets were named after trees.  This was done 
to make it easier to find a location or give directions.  None of these changes are insurmountable when doing re-
search, but it may remove confusion if a researcher is aware that these changes took place.   

 
Here is the conversion chart for Marysville street names: 

 
Current Name    Old Name 
Third Street     Wadham Street 
Fourth Street     North Street 
Fifth Street     Center Street 
Sixth Street     South Street 
Seventh Street     Mathiot & Maple Streets 
Eight Street     High Street 
Ninth Street     Oak and Railroad Streets 
Tenth Street     Lee Street 
Eleventh Street    Baker Street 
Cedar Street     Welsh Street 
Ash Street     Cherry Street 
Court Street     West Street 
Plum Street     East Street 
Walnut Street     Military Street 
Oak Street     Water Street 

mailto:poconnor@marysvillelib.org
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Chestnut Street    Weaver Street 
Poplar Street     Walnut Street 
Cherry Street     Waldo Street 
Maple Street     Lincoln, Ken-

ton, & Agricultural Society Streets 
Margaret Weber Turney Gravestone 

By Virginia Smith 
 
Many Union County residents have ancestors who migrated 

here from western Pennsylvania.  One early resident, wife of Jo-
seph Turney, was Margaret Weber Turney (1793-1860) who 
was apparently proud of her father.  Tombstones of women of her 
era seldom list their maiden name, but hers proclaims that she was 
the “daughter of Rev. John Weber.” 

Margaret Turney’s tombstone is in the small Bouic Cemetery 
located in Millcreek Township on the east side of State Road be-
tween Hinton Mill Road and Long Road.   

The inscription may arouse the curiosity of those not familiar 
with the history of the churches of Westmoreland County, Penn-
sylvania. 

John W. Weber was a school teacher who immigrated to 
Eastern Pennsylvania in 1766; there, he was ordained by the Reformed Synod.   

Weber went to Westmoreland County in 1783 and rose to prominence as a minister there where he 
shared duty with a Lutheran Minister, Johann M. Steck.  Baptisms were performed to all who came, Re-
formed or Lutheran; however, confirmations of Lutherans were 
done by the Lutheran Minister; Reformed confirmations, by the Re-
formed Minister. 

Weber purchased a high-quality bound book where he recorded baptisms performed in Brush Creek, 
Harrold, and Greensburg Churches.  Because paper was scarce, he used the book three times, writing in 
the old German script.  He turned the book upside down for one of the passes.  Most of these records were 
read with the aid of a magnifying glass and translated by Rev. Paul Miller Ruff.  The records have been 
published in a series of volumes, The German Church Records of Westmoreland County.  Weber kept a 
daily personal journal called a “Tagebuch” (Day Book) as he traveled from one congregation to another. 
He also kept a record of his students, listing names of students and the penny a day “tuition” paid by par-
ents.  He gave the school book to First Church at Greensburg with instruction to keep it forever.  Weber’s 
records for St. John’s Reformed Church cover years 1779-1815; he died in 1816 in Pittsburgh. 

Where no civil records exist, the sacramental records of clergymen provide our only documentation.  
We owe gratitude to Reverends Weber, Steck, and others who recorded their activities as well as to Rev. 
Paul M. Ruff who translated and published much of the journals.  When I pass by the Bouic Cemetery, 
I’m reminded of my Pennsylvania roots and give thanks for these ministries.  

 
 
HELP WANTED: 
 

Carol Mickley, Pioneers Committee Chairperson, finds that she will be unable to con-
tinue in that position following the banquet.  She has agreed to remain as an associate after 
a new chairperson is found and will give the new chair as much help as is humanly possi-
ble.  Carol has done a wonderful job and we have tried to convince her that she should stay 

Photo by Donna Lavender 
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on, but she cannot continue past this calendar year. 
Linda Prosser has found that she is unable to continue as an associate on the Pioneers 

Committee.  We are looking for a second associate to keep Leona company. 

Cemetery Updates 
By David & Leona Gustafson 

 
Entries shown with an asterisk (*) are corrections to the published readings.  Underlined entries are 

out “best guess.”  The book that contains the cemetery readings is noted in italics along with the year it 
was published and page numbers.  When the date of death (DOD) was not listed in the readings the page 
number where the name appears is listed in the comments column.  Photographs of all gravestones can be 
found on my Web site:   www.genealogybug.net/uninon_cems 
 

Union Christian Church Cemetery (also known as Union Cemetery/Hamilton Cemetery), Taylor 
Township (Photographed October 27, 2009.)  Liberty ~ Paris ~ Taylor ~ Washington Townships Ceme-
tery Records (1983 - 1986), pages 87-91. 
 

SURNAME GIVEN NAME DOB DOD COMMENTS 
BURKE William T  26 Dec 1914 7 Mar 1988  
 Ida M. 20 Mar 1915 11 Sep 1995  
HAMILTON Dorothea 1906 1993 p. 87 
HUEY Raymond Floyd 20 Jul 1932 23 Feb 2000 A1C US Air Force, Korea 
 Mary Belle 21 Jan 1932   
MIDDLETON Dennis Brian 24 Jun 1953 26 Aug 1990  
PACK Mexie E 6 Nov 1924 12 Jan 2003  
 George 10 May 1923 1 Aug 1938 SGT US Army, WWII 
BELVILLE Betty 1933  p. 87 
 Burl 1900 1990 p. 87 
 Ethel 1910 2005 p. 87 
POLING Francis 1898 1989 p. 87 
 Parthena 1907 1992 p. 87 
PARROTT James R 14 Nov 1924 21 Mar 2005 PFC US Army Air Forces, WWII 
SHAVER Lucille G 10 Sep 1921 20 Feb 2005 m. 3 Dec 1945; ch: Sharon Kay 
 Ralph R 24 Jan 1900 30 Jan 2002 A minister of the Gospel; CPL US 

Army Air Forces, WWII 
FERGUSON Fred E 26 Jul 1930  m. 20 Sep 1958 

 Catherine H 26 Nov 1937   
HAMILTON Elizabeth 27 Jan 1831 26 Dec 1924 p. 87-with James Hamilton (over-

looked in 1985) 
BURKE Mary C 5 Jul 1956   
PYERS Donavan Robert 14 Feb 1947  m. 10 Aug 1973, us Navy, Vietnam 
 Janet Kay 4 Mar 1947   
TURNER Sandusky  8 Feb 1867 21y-10m-2d (Sandus Turner, p. 90) 
BELVILLE Leonard E 26 Dec 1930  m. 10 Nov 1956, ch: Stephen, Bry-

an, Deborah 

http://www.genealogybug.net/uninon_cems
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 E Lucille 28 Oct 1930   

SHIRK Josiah Walter  12 Feb 1863 son of S & M, aged 4y-23d 
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Margaret Main Bouic 
 

As any of you who have done much research 
in Union and Delaware counties know, Margaret 
Bouic has done more than any other single person 
to advance and assist genealogical research in the 
counties.  If you're not familiar with her huge body 
of work visit the Marysville Public Library Web 
site and enter a catalog search for her name under 
AUTHOR.  Or you can see what she has published 
on our publications list found at the end of every 
Union Echoes. 

 Margaret has been in failing health recently 
and, with her family's permission, I am sending 
this request for mail for Margaret--a get well card, 
thinking of you card, notes of appreciation and 
well wishes.  It will only take a few minutes of 
your time and will mean so much to this wonderful 
and inspiring lady.  She seldom uses Email now-a-
days, but you can send your wishes to her at: 

 
Mrs. Margaret Bouic 
Carriage Court 
717 S. Walnut St. 
Marysville, OH 43040-1639 

 

Recent Library Visitors 

NOTE:  Only visitors who leave a complete address and/or Email address are included in this list. 
As always, only visitors who give permission for their information to be published appear here. 

Visitor’s 
Name Address 

 
Email 

 
Surnames 

Researched 
Elizabeth Poling 637 E 4th St 

Marysville, OH 43040 
epolig@columbus.rr.com  Rayburn 

Leona Gustafson 3099 Walker Rd 
Hilliard, OH 43026 

llgbug@genealogybug.net  Reed & Robinson 

Edna Wilcox 30030 Woods Rd 
Richwood, OH 43344 

 None listed 

Lewis Cook 2008 Michelle Dr 
Grove City, OH 43123 

lewcook@frognet.net Cook, Lingrel, Lingrell, 
Lauer 

Susan Taylor Rt 1 Box 196-H 
Fairmont WV 26554 

sktaylor121945@yahoo.com Taylor 

Marie Bouic 9291 Watkins Rd 
Marysville, OH 43040 

bouic1@midohio.net Soldiers of Millcreek Twp. 

Virginia Smith 393 W Main St 
Plain City, OH 43064 

vsmit8@columbus.rr.com Bowersmith, Cummins 

 

Odds & Ends  
Librarian, Nancy Katzenbach, is awaiting deliv-
ery of a new book, Liberty Township Cemeteries 

(Hardin County).  The readings are up-to-date 
through 2009. 

Corresponding Secretary, David Gustafson, 
delivered $143 (including postage & handling) 
worth of various publications.  Dave was also 
pleased to tell your editor that we must be saving a 
few trees as he now delivers fifty-three (53) Union 
Echoes by Email. 

Richard “Dick” Mickley has been instrumen-
tal in keeping our treasurer, Nina Boerger, honest 

(written tongue in cheek).  He recently completed 
an audit of the Union County Chapter, OGS books 
and commended Nina on her well done work.  
Thank you, Dick, for so generously donating your 
time and talent to do the audit. 

From the OGS Dateline—Ohio Genealogical 
Society’s E-zine, received just in the nick of time 
on 23 Feb 2011: 

Ohio Genealogical Society is the nation’s 
largest state genealogical society with over 5500 
members and chapters in all 88 counties.  It recent-
ly opened a new library and headquarters in Bell-
ville, Ohio.  For information about the OGS Li-
brary, contact Tom Neel, Ohio Genealogical Soci-
ety, 611 State Route 97 West, Bellville, OH 

mailto:epolig@columbus.rr.com
mailto:llgbug@genealogybug.net
mailto:lewcook@frognet.net
mailto:sktaylor121945@yahoo.com
mailto:bouic1@midohio.net
mailto:vsmit8@columbus.rr.com
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44813-8813; Tel: (419) 886-1903; or Email tneel@ogs.org . 

UNION COUNTY CHAPTER O.G.S. 
     ANNUAL PIONEERS BANQUET 

Tuesday, May 17th, 2011 
Arrive 5:30 - Eat 6 : 0 0  P . M .  

Der Dutchman Restaurant, Plain City  

 

       Brought back by popular demand!  

Dinner is $17.00 per person ,  
F a m i l y  S t y l e ,  B e e f  a n d  C h i c k e n  

Reservations are prepaid and required by May 12th, 2011. 
Make checks or money order payable to: Union County Chapter OGS 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Pioneer Banquet Reservation Form 

Please return this with payment to:  
Union County Chapter OGS 

P. O. BOX 438 
Marysville, Ohio 43040 

D e a d l i n e  f o r  r e s e r v a t i o n s  i s  M a y  1 2 ,  2 0 1 1 .   

Please submit this form with your payment. 

Number of people attending the banquet ____  @ $17.00 each Total: $______ 

Name(s):  _________________________________________________________ 

                             
____________________________________________________________ 

Address:  __________________________________________________________ 

City:  _____________________________ State: ___    Zip Code:  ___________ 

mailto:tneel@ogs.org


 

 
 

Publications of the Union County Chapter OGS 
PLEASE NOTE:  *Only Ohio Residents need to pay Ohio Tax1.* 

**Please include $3.00 shipping and handling for the first book and $1.00 for each additional 
book/volume/CD.** 

 

PUBLICATIONS PRICE OHIO  TAX1 CD/PDF OHIO TAX 

1870 Census Index, Union County, Ohio         –            CLEARANCE – 50% OFF was $10.00 $5.00 $0.34   

1877 Atlas of Union County, Ohio Includes Index $25.00 $1.69   

Amerine Cemetery; database of History, Genealogy, Obituaries, Tombstone Photos   $20.00 $1.35 

Excerpts from Marysville Tribune: Volume 1: 1850-1890 by Margaret Main Bouic $20.00 $1.35 $10.00 $0.68 

Excerpts from Marysville Tribune: Volume 2: 1891-1903 by Margaret Main Bouic $20.00 $1.35 $10.00 $0.68 
Excerpts from Marysville Tribune: Volume 3: 1904-1910 by Margaret Main Bouic $20.00 $1.35 $10.00 $0.68 

Excerpts from Marysville Tribune: Volumes 1-3   [shipping $5.00 – CD shipping $3.00] $55.00 $3.72 $27.50 $1.86 

Excerpts from Marysville Tribune: Volume 4: 1911-1915 by Margaret Main Bouic $20.00 $1.35 $10.00 $0.68 

Excerpts from Marysville Tribune: Volumes 1-4   [shipping $6.00 – CD shipping $3.00] $70.00 $4.73 $35.00 $2.36 
Gleanings from the Richwood Gazette $20.00 $1.35 $10.00 $0.68 

History of Union County, Ohio Beers’ edition, 3 vol. Paperback (Reprint) [shipping $5] $65.00 $4.39   

Index to Recorded Deaths of Union County, Ohio Prior to1909 V. Smith  2006 136 pgs $15.00 $1.01 $7.50 $0.51 

Index to 1900 Union County, Ohio Census (persons 21 & over) 81 pages $14.00 $0.95 $7.00 $0.48 
Infirmary, Union County, OH 1867-1961 60 pages $10.00 $0.68 $5.00 $0.34 

Maps of the Shaker West                 –                          CLEARANCE – 50% OFF was $18.70 $9.35 $0.63   

Marriage Records of Union County, Ohio 1820-1900 by Dianna Hearl (Reprint) $25.00 $1.69 $12.50 $0.85 

Memories & Sketches of Civil War Era of Northern Union County, OH $20.00 $1.35 $10.00 $0.68 

News of Our Civil War Veterans, Union County Ohio…1862-1939 by V. Smith 2008 $20.00 $1.35 $10.00 $0.68 

Records of Affidavits, Book One, Probate Court, Union County, Ohio by Ila L. Larue $17.00 $1.15 $8.50 $0.57 

CEMETERY RECORDS     

Claibourne Township 156 pages $10.00 $0.68 $5.00 $0.34 

Darby-Jerome Township 160 pages $14.00 $0.95 $7.00 $0.48 

Dover-Jackson-Leesburg-Millcreek Townships 134 pages $14.00 $0.95 $7.00 $0.48 
Forest Grove Cemetery, Plain City, Ohio  183 pages $24.00 $1.62 $12.00 $0.81 

Liberty-Paris-Taylor-Washington Townships 164 pages $10.00 $0.68 $5.00 $0.34 

Oakdale Cemetery, Marysville, Ohio (2 volumes) 418 pages [shipping $4] $38.00 $2.57 $19.00 $1.29 

Union-Allen Townships 116 pages $10.00 $0.68 $5.00 $0.34 
York Township 134 pages $9.00 $0.61 $5.00 $0.34 

Index to ALL Cemetery Books 234 pages $27.00 $1.82 $13.50 $0.91 

All Cemetery Records in PDF format on one CD   $75.00 $5.06 

Union Echoes, Bi-monthly publication of Union County Chapter, OGS     
1988-1991 Six issues, with index, per year (specify year(s) you want) $5.00    

1992-2004 Six issues, with index, per year (specify year(s) you want) $7.00    

Union Echoes 1981 thru present - all on one CD in PDF format  (1981-2008 not searchable)   $20.00 $1.35 
 

Make your check payable to and mail your order to: 
Union County Chapter of OGS, PO Box 438, Marysville, OH 43040-0438 

 
Name ___________________________________________Mbr. Nbr. ____  Book order total   _______ 

 
Address _____________________________________________________  Ohio Sales Tax * + _______ 

 
City ________________________________________________________ Shipping ** + _______ 

 
State ______________________________ Zip_____________-________ TOTAL ENCLOSED _______ 

 

1Revised/Printed: 5 January 2010 (new tax rate of 6.75%* effective July 1, 2008 [*7.25% Jerome Twp.]) 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION OR RENEWAL FORM 
[return this complete page with dues including address label (member number(s) is on label)] 

For renewals if there is NO change from information on address label you do not have to complete the rest of this form, only * items if there 
are changes to information you have previously submitted. Please place an “X” by changes in any area of your membership status. 
 
May we use information in our membership directory or placed on the Web site?  Yes___   No ___ 
 

NAME _________________________ Member No. ____ *SPOUSE ______________Member No.____ 
Add spouse as member?  Yes____  No ____     Maiden name ____________________ 

*ADDRESS ___________________________________ email *________________________________ 

*CITY _________________________________ *STATE _________ *ZIP __________________ (5+4) 

____ New Member    ____Renewal    ____Returning Member 

GO GREEN!  Please, send my Union Echoes to the E-mail address listed above.  ___Yes ___No 

Dues are $12 per household for 12 months, January-December 

   Make check payable to: Union County Chapter OGS 
► Are you a member of Ohio Genealogical Society?   Yes ____ No ____ 
Surnames you are researching in Union County: _____________________________________________ 
Monies earned from the sale of publications are used to purchase research books and materials for Marysville, Plain City, and Richwood Public Libraries. 
Donations are used to purchase microfilm for the Marysville Public Library. We are a 501(c)(3) society. 
Return form and dues to: Union County Chapter OGS 
                            PO Box 438 
                            Marysville, Ohio 43040-0438 
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