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      Union Echoes 

                  Union County Chapter  

           of the Ohio Genealogical Society 
The Mission of the Union County Chapter of The Ohio Genealogical Society is to promote and nurture an interest in 

genealogy by providing instruction, information, and inspiration while encouraging members and others in the 

development of family histories and genealogical records for the benefit of future generations. 

  

Letter from the Editor 
 

Good Day Fellow Genealogists, 
 

On my recent genealogy trip, we discovered how it is essential to 

document, document, document. I learned that handwriting in 

the past may be illegible and passed on as a different word.  Thus, 

making it hard to find an area, person, and place. Therefore, so 

many names, we do not know the correct spelling. Cursive 

handwriting in the past is very hard to interpret.  This offers us 

many roadblocks and the need to walk away and revisit later. 

The Palmer Method of penmanship instruction was developed and 

promoted by Austin Palmer in the late 19th and early 20th 

centuries. It was primarily created as a simplified style of the 

"Spencerian Method," which had been the primary standardized 

system of handwriting since the 1840s. The Palmer method 

descends from Spencerian script, an excessively flowery and not-

all-that-legible form of writing from the days when people wanted 

to make their writing look intricate and fancy. 
 

To help me in my own research, I decided to investigate more on 

the methods of handwriting.  Maybe this would help all of us in 

our own interpretation of names, places, and/or words. My 

findings will be in future newsletters. 

                                                           Marty 
 

“If at first, you don’t succeed search, search again.  

That is why we call it research.” 
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In July of every odd-numbered year, the Executive Committee shall appoint a Nominating Committee to 
contact individuals willing to allow their names to be placed as a nomination for an elected officer of the 
Union County Chapter of the Ohio Genealogical Society (UCCOGS). 
 
The slate of proposed officers presented by the Nominating Committee shall be published in the 
September/October issue of the UCCOGS Newsletter “Union Echoes.” 
 
The election of officers shall be held at the regular November 16, 2019 meeting of UCCOGS.  The method of 
voting will be by written ballot.  Members who are unable to attend the November meeting may use an 
absentee ballot.  An absentee ballot shall be included in the September/October “Union Echoes” newsletter 
and posted on the UCCOGS website.  The absentee ballot must be received seven days before the election, 
no later than November 9, 2019. The officers of the UCCOGS shall take office January 1, 2020, following 
their election and shall serve for two years.    

 
UCCOGS extends their deepest sympathy to the families of David “Gus” Keith 
Gustafson and Brian A. Wade. 
Dave was for many years the webmaster of UCCOGS until his illness. 
Brian was a past president of UCCOGS and started the Civil War Lineage Society. 
God Bless Them!  Thanks to both for their dedication to UCCOGS.  R.I.P. 

Librarian & Queries: 
- Nancy Katzenbach, nankatzen@gmail.com 

- Nancy is at the Marysville Public Library on Tuesdays from 10am to 3pm to assist all 

comers. 

Mailed Queries:  Send inquiries with a self-addressed stamped envelope to: 

UCCOGS Query Committee 

P.O. Box 438 

Marysville, OH 43040 

  All members queries are FREE. 

  Non-member receive one query FREE 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
 

mailto:nankatzen@gmail.com
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David "Gus" Keith Gustafson                                                                           
We say goodbye to a friend and fellow genealogist. 

David Keith “Gus” Gustafson, 81, most recently of Hilliard, OH died at his home Friday, April 26, 2019, from 
complications of kidney disease. David was born August 10, 1937 in Boulder, CO to the late Adolph Louis and Florence 
Annette Howard Gustafson and grew up in Wheat Ridge, CO. 
He was a Certified Photogrammetrist and member of the American Society of Photogrammetry & Remote Sensing; he 

had over 50 years of experience with both private firms and with the U.S. Geological Survey; the U.S. Department of 

Roads, and Franklin County, Ohio Auditor’s Office GIS. He was instrumental in establishing and organizing computer 

graphics systems for two private firms and wrote numerous computer programs for mapping and engineering. He was a 

life member of the Union County Chapter of the Ohio Genealogical Society and enjoyed photographing gravestones for 

other genealogists. His family was the most important thing in his life, and he was very proud to have had a nephew 

who gave his life in the service of his country in Afghanistan. He also enjoyed making others laugh. David earned a B. S. 

in Economics from Michigan State University while residing in Lansing, MI; he also lived in Arlington, Virginia for a short 

time, but called Ohio home. 

David is survived by his beloved wife of 60 years Leona Louise Wichmann Gustafson.  They were blessed with 3 

children, Jeffry Alan Gustafson (Wendy), Oak Creek, CO; Denise Kathleen Gustafson Hull, Aurora, CO; Diana Lynn 

Gustafson Fields, Hilliard, OH; also 6 grandchildren Lauren Nicole Gustafson Dixon (Bryan) of Pasadena, TX; Sarah 

Elizabeth Gustafson Thompson (Matt) of Spring, TX; Levi Jacob Morris of Las Vegas, NV; Amanda Jean Morris of 

Colorado Springs, CO; Jeremy Matthew Meadows and Christopher Dean Gustafson of Hilliard, OH and 6 great-

grandchildren: Lanie Lea Belk; Taya, Caleb and Trace Dixon; Zachery, Michael and Christopher Thompson. Also 

survived by brothers Charles R. (Jacque) of Fort Collins, CO and John H. (Naomi) Gustafson of Irvine, CA; brothers-in-

law Robert E. (Lenora) and David A. (Dianne) Wichmann, all of CO; several nieces, nephews, and cousins. As per 

David's wishes, there will be no viewing or services in Ohio. A celebration of his life will be held in Colorado at later 

date. Memorial donations in David's name can be made to the charity of your choice. The family wishes to give many 

thanks to the staff of Kindred Care Hospice with very special thanks to Ashley, Lisa, and Jennifer. 

 

Brian A. Wade 
We say goodbye to another friend and fellow genealogist. 

Brian A. Wade, age 85, of Marysville, died Monday, May 20, 2019, at Memorial Gables following complications from 
brain cancer. A loving and devoted husband, father, grandfather and great-grandfather, he was known for his untiring 
community service and dedication to the City of Marysville. He retired in 1999 from Wasserstrom in Columbus where he 
served as vice-president of manufacturing and distribution. While at Wasserstrom, he was in charge of United Way 
fundraising. He was also a former associate of O.M. Scott and Sons, where he worked for 19 years in logistics. He served 
with the Ohio Air National Guard from 1951 to 1958. A longtime member of Marysville First United Methodist Church, 
Brian played on the church’s softball team. As a youth, he played American Legion Union Post 79 baseball, and as a 
father, he enjoyed coaching little league. Brian attended Watkins school, graduated in 1951 from Bellepoint High 
School, and attended Ohio Wesleyan University. A member of the former Marysville Jaycees, he served on Marysville 
City Council for seven years during the 1980s, was council president and a member of several city committees. Brian 
was a member of Palestine Lodge No. 158 F & AM, Scottish Rite, and Aladdin Shrine. He was active with the Union 
County Shrine Club for 38 years and served as the club’s president and treasurer. A member of the Union County 
Genealogy Society and the Union County Master Gardeners, he also loved fishing, golfing, flower gardening and was an 
avid Ohio State Buckeyes fan. He was born February 8, 1934, in Gallia County, Ohio to the late Albert and Marie Clark 
Wade. He was also preceded in death by his brothers, Clark Wade and Francis Wade and his sister, Anne Hill. He is 
survived by his wife of 60 years, Sharon Newhouse Wade, whom he married September 27, 1958, at Warrensburg 
Methodist Church; his children, Clark (Jill) Wade of Westerville, Barry (Beth) Wade of Marysville, Kevin (Rebecca) 
Wade of Plain City and Michelle (Sam) Noyes of Littleton, Colorado; his grandchildren, Melanie (Chad) Stickrath, 
Allison (Ian) Jackson, Vanessa Wade, Kristen Scott, Andrew Wade, Jonathan Wade, Zachary Noyes, Meredith Noyes 
and Timothy Noyes; his great-grandchildren, Maren, Grant, Zane, Tori, Marlowe, Collin and Colten; a sister, Carol 
Riemenschneider of Blacklick; a brother-in-law, Gary (Yvonne) Newhouse of Powell; and several nieces and nephews 
and other relatives and friends. The family will receive friends 4 to 8 p.m. Thursday, May 23, 2019, at Underwood 
Funeral Home with Masonic Lodge services following the calling hours. Graveside services will be held at 11 a.m. Friday 
at Newhouse Cemetery, Scioto Township in Ostrander. Memorial contributions may be made to Shriner’s Hospital for 
Children in the care of Union County Shrine Club or Memorial Gables activities fund. Condolences may be expressed to 
the family at www.underwoodfuneralhome.com. 
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PLEASE PASS ON TO ALL THAT 

WOULD BE INTERESTED!  

FIRST TIME IN 4O YEARS! 
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                    The Union County Chapter of the Ohio Genealogical Society  

Minutes – May 18, 2019 

 

The Union County Chapter of the Ohio Genealogical Society held their meeting at the 
Marysville Public Library on Saturday, May 18, 2019, at 10 am in Meeting Room B.  Steve 
Lowe, Vice President, welcomed everyone.   
 
Steve introduced our speaker, Krista Horrocks.  She is a professional archaeologist and 
Projects Review Manager with the Ohio State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) with the 

Ohio History Connection.  She is a member of the Association for Gravestone Studies and co-runs the Ohio 
Chapter and specializes in historic cemetery research.   She is working on the Old Fredericktown Cemetery 
Preservation Project in her home of Fredericktown. 
 
Krista shared a PowerPoint presentation of showing pictures of stones being restored at the Fredericktown 
Cemetery.  She invited the group to attend the upcoming Association Gravestone Studies 2019 Conference, 
June 25-30 in Gardner-Webb University at Boiling Springs, North Carolina.   
The Ohio Chapter of Association for Gravestone Studies has a Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/ohioags/ and they meet twice a year. 

 
There are 14,637 documented cemeteries in Ohio, but as of June 2018, only 4,182 are registered.  There are 
10,455 unregistered cemeteries in Ohio.  If you need to check to see if the cemetery you are interested in is 
recorded, you may look it up at https://caao.org/auditors-directory/ 
 
Gravestones materials used are granite, marble, limestone, sandstone, or brownstone.  Alternative types are 
slate, metal, concrete, or folk art materials.  White Bronze was made of 1874-1914 are made of pure zinc and 
sold door to door by Monumental Bronze Co. of Bridgeport, Connecticut.   
 
Recognizing stone deterioration are by leaning, declamation (separation of stone layers), exfoliation (peeling or 
scaling), spalling (breaking away), and sugaring (gradual erosion or melting away). 
 
Safe Gravestone Cleaning Techniques include using soft bristle brushes, toothbrushes, small wooden skewers 
or popsicle sticks, plastic or rubber scrapers, eye protection, plastic gloves, water, and D/2 Biological Solution 
by Atlas Preservation.  D/2 continues to kill biological growth after cleaning and may be ordered online.  Do not 
clean with Nya lox brush on a power drill, metal or wire brushes, power washer or alternative cheaper cleaning 
products such as bleach as damage could be done.  The National Park Service (NCPTT) is a tester of 
preservation materials and has used D/2 at Historical sites successfully.   
 
Krista suggested you take a picture of the gravestone before and after.  To begin, wet the stone down well with 
water.  Spray D/2 on the stone and work from bottom up with the soft brush and using the toothbrush or 
popsicle sticks in the lettering.  Rinse thoroughly, it gets better as time goes by.  She gave some tips for unique 
situations such as fertilizer staining turning the stones orange.  In a graffiti situation, there is a gel product on 
the market called Elephant Snot.  Never use shaving cream, flour, or chalk as they can damage the stones.  
Rubbings may be done but make sure the stone is covered with paper, so crayon or chalk do not rub off on the 
stone.  Krista shared a page of references and further research.  The Wisconsin Historical Society has free 
webinars on gravestone cleaning that are free to watch.   
 
September 3 – 5, 2020, the 1st Annual Ohio Cemeteries Gathering will hold a workshop by Jason Church at 
Green Lawn Cemetery in Columbus.  There will be a free seminar on Friday, Sept. 5, 2020, at the Ohio History 
Connection by Jason Church.  Krista answered many questions from the group, and she gave a door prize of a 
Gravestone Cleaning Kit.  
 
At the next meeting, Kay Adams will present the program on “Wikitree.com” on Saturday, June 15. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/ohioags/
https://caao.org/auditors-directory/
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Those who enjoyed the presentation were: Lynn Baldwin, Marie Bouic, Steve Lowe, Virginia Smith, Marty 
Scott, Bill Thompson, Sharon Parrott, Kermit & Ruth Anne Morse, Eva F. Schooley, Leona Gustafson, 
Nina Boerger, Nancy Katzenbach, Patricia Croy, Stephen & Linda Davisson, Connie Simpson, Darlene 
Shull, Jim & Anne Scheiderer, Sara Halley, Terry Nawman, Annalee Webb, Lisa Carlyle, Cynthia 
Westover, Cheryl Prinster, Avanelle Oberlin and Nina Lee Hampton. 
                                            Marie Bouic, Recording Secretary 
 

 

The Union County Chapter of the Ohio Genealogical Society  

Minutes – June 15, 2019 

The Union County Chapter of the Ohio Genealogical Society held their meeting at the 
Marysville Public Library on Saturday, June 15, 2019, at 10 am in Meeting Room B.  Steve 
Lowe, Vice President welcomed everyone. 
 
Steve announced that there would be no meeting in July.  Our next meeting will be August 
17, and the topic is “So You Spit in the Tube.”  

 
Steve then introduced our speaker, Kay Adams who spoke to us on “Wikitree.com.”  Kay has earned a B.A. in 
history from The Ohio State University and a M.A.E.D. in Adult Education from the University of Phoenix.  She 
has been working on her family history for over 20 years and has traced one of her lines to William Bradford, 
governor of Plymouth Colony.  She has four children and nine grandchildren and lives in Delaware, Ohio.   
 
Kay got to enjoy one of her grandmother’s who lived to be 101 and hear her stories every Sunday.  When she 
passed, she received all the family history she had collected.  Her other grandmother lived to be 98, and Kay 
also received her information on the family.   She likes using WikiTree as it is entirely free and easy to use.  
Family trees may be added from Ancestry and other genealogy programs.  She showed how to navigate the 
site by using the SmartBoard.  When entering your information, she suggested that you enter the date you 
entered the information along with your email address and any other documentation. You may keep your tree 
private or make it public, so you may receive information from other researchers.  You can even add your DNA 
results to the site.  Kay answered questions and asked the participants to share a family story.   
 
Those who enjoyed the presentation were: Lynn Baldwin, Marie Bouic, Steve Lowe, Marty Scott, Bill 
Thompson, Sharon Parrott, Eva F. Schooley, Darlene Shull, Sara Halley, Avanelle Oberlin, Don & 
Roberta Coder, Alan & Carol Moder, Barry Reese, and Nina Lee Hampton. 

 Marie Bouic, Recording Secretary 

 
 
 
       

 

 

 

 

 

  www.facebook.com/UCCOGS/ 

 

Find us and like us 
 on Facebook! 

http://www.facebook.com/UCCOGS/
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OGS ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2019 

 

 
 

 

 

An individual, distinctive thank you to Nina Hampton, Treasurer, UCCOGS, for representing 

the Union County Chapter at the annual OGS (Ohio Genealogical Society) conference held in 

May this year. 

2020 – SAVE THE DATE: OGS Conference Apr 29-May 2, 2020; 

Kalahari Resorts Sandusky, 700 Kalahari Dr, Sandusky, OH 
 

Veterans Day Program 

November 10, 2019, 2pm 

Courthouse Lawn at the Plaza 
Veterans Day, in November, reminds us of “all veterans” 

who have served or are serving, and the Veterans 

Remembrance Committee has begun preparing for the 

Veterans Day Program, November 10, 2019, at 2 pm on the 

Courthouse lawn at the Plaza.  World War II veterans will be 

the focus of the program for the Voice from the Stone.   

 

Paver orders are now being taken to be in place by November 

10th.  Honor your veteran this Veterans Day with an engraved 

paver that will be placed in the floor of the Veterans 

Monument Plaza and dedicated during the Veterans Day 

program. There are two brick sizes to purchase 4x8” or 8x8,” 

and purchased at the Union County Foundation Office (Veterans Remembrance Fund) at 126 North Main St., 

Marysville. Or by mail at PO Box 608, Marysville, Ohio 43040 or by email: www.unioncountyfoundation.org or 

phone 937-642-9618. It is essential that all veterans who have ever lived in Union County be included in the 

county database and kiosk located at the plaza with or without a paver. Visit the website at   

www.ucvetmemorial.org for more information.   

 

Nina Hampton 

http://www.unioncountyfoundation.org/
http://www.ucvetmemorial.org/
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Unless otherwise noted, all meetings held in the lower level 

of the Marysville Library  

(Elevator located inside the back door.) 

231 S. Plum St., Marysville, Ohio 43040 

10:00 AM on the third Saturday of each month 

July 20, 2019 

NO MEETING! 

 

August 17, 2019 – 10am 

Marysville Library – Meeting Room B 

“So, You Spit in a Tube” DNA Tests 

Presenter:  Kellen Freeman 
 

Kellen Freeman is the Technology Training Specialist at the Delaware County 
District Library. His love of learning and interest in technology led him to this 
position where he teaches computer and technology classes, as well as runs 
the library's upcoming STEAM Lab where patrons will have access to various 
maker equipment from 3D printers to sewing machines. Kellen earned his 
Master of Library and Information Science degree from Kent State University 
in 2016. He led the Ohio Library Council’s Professional Development 
Committee as Chair in 2018 and now advises the committee as the Past Chair 
in 2019. He also regularly appears as a speaker at conferences and service 

clubs instructing interested listeners about board games and genetic genealogy. 

 

September 21, 2019 – 10am 
"What's Ailing You?" Vintage Medicines and Devices 

Presenter:  Jay Russell 
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October 19, 2019 – 10am 
UCCOGS Website 

Presenter:  Rebekah Headings   
 

 

November 16, 2019 – 10am 
Notable Ladies of Union County 

Presenters: Barb & Krista Miller 

 

 

LIBRARY VISITORS 
 

NOTE:  Only visitors who permit their information for publication are listed here. 

 

 

Visitor’s Name  

 

Address E-mail Surnames 

Judy Hummell Milford Center, Ohio  King, Stoner 

Brenda Dennis Marysville Brenstarr2003@yahoo.com Goins, Gray, Black 

 

Lisa Carlyle – lisaelc27@gmail.com 

 

 
 

Name 

 

Address 

 

 

e-mail 

 

 

Names 

Researching 

 

Polly H. 

Schoonover 

1449 Lilys Cay Circle 

Vero Beach, FL 

              32967-1801 

giftedcook@aol.com Richey, Farnum, 

Longbrake, 

Harriman 

Roger G. 

Cotner 

411 Woodlawn Ave. 

Grand Haven, MI                    

                49417 

roger@cotnerlaw.us Sager 

Terry 

Nawman 

24689 Darby 

Pottersburg Rd. 

Marysville, OH   

                43040 

nawman@embarqmail.com  

 

mailto:Brenstarr2003@yahoo.com
mailto:giftedcook@aol.com
mailto:roger@cotnerlaw.us
http://englishblogesc3de15.blogspot.com/2012/07/welcome-back-to-school-today.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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Celebrating Marysville's 

Bicentennial 

1819 - 2019 

On August 10, 2019, the City of 
Marysville will officially be 200 
years old! For the momentous 
occasion of our Bicentennial, a 
series of fun and informative 
activities will take place to mark 
this historical milestone. 

 

Happy 200th Birthday Marysville! 

Historical Marker Dedication 

Date: August 10, 2019 Time: 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM 

Location:  Partners Park, 125 E. Sixth Street 

    Marysville, OH 43040 
 

Community Celebration 

August 16th and 17th  
Uptown Marysville will be rocking with live music, food & beverages, zip lining, 

inflatables, and fun for the whole family. 

Live Music on August 16th, 4:00pm – 10:00pm 

Live Music on August 17th, 12noon – 10:00pm 

 

Visit the photos and video of the past!  You won’t be disappointed. 
 

https://marysvilleohio.org/gallery.aspx?AID=38  Photos of the Past 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cdwo8El6mqs&feature=youtu.be 
Video of the Past 

 

https://marysvilleohio.org/gallery.aspx?AID=38
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cdwo8El6mqs&feature=youtu.be
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NEW RESOURCE:  Columbus Dispatch from 1871 to the Present 
- Go to www.columbuslibrary.org  
- Click on Research 
- Click on Local History and Genealogy  
- Go to Columbus Dispatch Digital and click on visit 

- Log in with your Columbus Library Card and pin number.  You must have a 
Columbus Library card. This may be obtained from any Columbus Branch Library or 
online. 

- Type in a family name and see how many hits you receive. 

 
OGS (Ohio Genealogical Society) Announces Fall Retreat 

 
In years past, OGS offered a one-day Fall Seminar, but this year they have 
decided to do something a little different. Join OGS at a Fall Retreat to be held 
at the Mohican Lodge from 27-29 September, featuring Kelli Bergheimer, 
Lauren Kuntzman, Peggy Clemens Lauritzen, and Russ Pollitt. Space is 
limited, and participants must register in advance. Registration is $120 for 
OGS members; $150 for nonmembers. Registration includes a Saturday 
luncheon. Sessions will be held Friday afternoon and all- day Saturday. Lodge 
rooms are $99 per night, plus tax. 
Located in Ashland County, Ohio, about five miles south of downtown 
Loudonville, the 1,110-acre Mohican State Park offers outstanding 
opportunities for visitors to explore one of Ohio’s most beautiful natural 
regions. Visitors can truly experience the wilderness and relax in the evening 

at the luxurious Mohican State Park Lodge, which offers a gift shop, heated indoor and outdoor pools, and 
fitness room. During your stay, take in the view of beautiful Pleasant Hill Lake and the surrounding hills 
while eating by the grand fireplace. The Mohican restaurant, Bromfield’s Dining Room, is open daily and 
serves breakfast, lunch, and dinner. Dinner offerings include daily specials, seafood, Italian dishes, salads, 
soups, and sandwiches. 
To learn more information, go to https://conta.cc/2HMwidT for an outline of sessions and registration.  

 

 
Win-Win is Still Available! 

 
OGS is excited to re-introduce a proven membership program which benefits OGS and OGS chapters (Union 

County) as well. Effective immediately, new members to OGS may designate that their local OGS chapter 

receives a $5.00 rebate from their new membership application. This does not apply to renewals. Dues are 

$40.00 for twelve months for a single membership. Other rates are available at ogs.org. You will find an 

application on the following page. 

 

http://www.columbuslibrary.org/
https://conta.cc/2HMwidT
http://panem.activosforos.com/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


Volume XXXIX  Issue Number 4 July-August 2019 

Union Echoes    Page 50 

 

 

 

UCCOGS – Union County Chapter of Ohio Genealogical Society 


