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THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

First and foremost, I want to thank retiring president, Brian Wade, for 
guiding our organization through the past four years.  Job well done, 
Brian!  
 

I also want to thank all of you for your confidence in me.  I’m counting 
on the help of our more experienced Executive Board members, and 
I’m confident that they will make me look good. 
 

Brian Wade will chair the newly created Society of Union County 
Civil War Families (UCCWF).  The UCCWF will be based on the 
OGS lineage society guidelines, applications, and forms.  For more 
information contact Brian at the Email address listed on the next page, 
or write to UCOGS Civil War Families, P.O. Box 438, Marysville, 
Ohio 43040. 
 

It always pleases me to impart good news.  So I’m happy to let every-
one know that Carol Mickley has been persuaded to return as chair-
person of the Pioneer committee.  She has been joined by two very 
able assistants, Virginia “Ginny” Smith and Lynn Baldwin.  Thank 
you all for taking on this important job. 
 

Our January meeting was canceled due to bad weather.  A few of our 
hardiest did go to the library and were quite unhappy to learn that there 
would be no meeting.  A snow emergency at any level in Marysville 
and Union County means automatic cancelation of any UCCOGS 
meetings.  We want our friends safe and warm.  That information has 
been added to our list of scheduled events and will be added to our 
Web site. 
 

Patty O’Connor, our January speaker has graciously agreed to re-
schedule her presentation and will speak at the February 18, meeting.  
So come play a game of Genealogy Bingo and then enjoy, “Where in 
the World is Hiddigwarden and Why Do I care?--A Research Trip to 
Germany.” 
 

 

Leona Gustafson, President  
llgbug@genealogybug.net 

It’s that time again! 
Membership renewals for 2012 
are due.  If you are not sure if you 
have renewed, just look at the 
mailing label on you envelope, or 
contact Dave Gustafson at:  
dgus@genealogybug.net. There is 
a membership form on the last 
page of every newsletter. Please 
let us know on your membership 
form if there has been a change of 
address or Email address.  
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Union County Chapter OGS Officers and Committees 
 

OFFICERS: 
President – Leona Gustafson 

Email: llgbug@genealogybug.net 
Vice President – Calvin Wood 
Email:  C.Wood73@yahoo.com  

Treasurer – Nina Boerger 
Email: 9aboerger@gmail.com  

Recording Secretary -  
Marie Bouic 

Email: bouic1@gmail.com  
Corresponding Secretary & 

Membership 
 David Gustafson 

Email: dgus@genealogybug.net  

COMMITTEES: 
Webmaster - Rebekah Headings 
Email: webmaster@uccogs.org   
Librarian & Queries – Nancy 

Katzenbach 
Email: nkatzen@embarqmail.com 

OR 
Send inquiries with a self ad-

dressed 
 and stamped envelope to: 
UCOGS Query Committee 

P.O. Box 438 
Marysville, Ohio 43040 
Non-members get the 

first query free 
  

Echoes Editor – Leona Gustafson 
Email: union_echoes@uccogs.org 

Program Chairperson – Vacant  
 

PIONEER COMMITTEE: 
Chairperson – Carol Mickley 

Email:  rmickley@columbus.rr.com  
Associate – Virginia Smith 
Associate – Lynn Baldwin 

 

UNION COUNTY CIVIL WAR 
FAMILIES: 

Chairperson – Brian Wade 
Email:  brianwad@embarqmail.com 

Associate – Virginia Smith 
Associate – Lynn Baldwin 

 

Welcome! 
 

x Stephen Glenn White #940 
162 22nd Ave 
San Francisco, CA 94121-1217 
Email: steve_rpi@sbcglobal.net 
Surname of interest: McCampbell 

�
x Carol Asman Lee #941�

156 Willow Oak Loop 
Aiken, SC 29803-7964 
Email: calee1955@gmail.com  
Surnames of interest:  Asman, Emmert, 
Trapp, Turner, Longbrake 

�
x Paul R. Fish #942 

P.O.Box 2835 
Whitehouse, OH 43571-0835 
Email:  pfish3737@gmail.com 
Surnames of interest:  Fish, Bevis, Cham-
bers, Weider 

�
x Deana Pfarr-Taylor #943 

232 W Fifth St 
Marysville, OH 43040-1112 
Surnames of interest:  Pfarr, Roloson, Dean 

�
x James M. Buskirk #944�

4872 Rustic Bridge Rd 
Columbus, OH 43214-2034 
Email: jbuskirk@parknationalbank.com  
Surnames of interest:  VanBuskirk, Carkey 
�

�
x Dr. Terry Powell #945 &�

Carol (Riesser) Powell #947 
9460 SE 176th Saffold St 
The Villages, FL 32162-3817 
Email:  coastalcarol@gmail.com  
Surnames of interest:  Cheney, Price, 
Sanders 
 

x Christine Carlson #946�
2430 S E Harrison St 
Portland, OR 97214-5538 
Surnames of interest:  Smart, Mills,  
Robinson 
 

x Elizabeth (Gaeke) Hamilton #948 & 
 Scott A. Hamilton #949 
519 E. Rahn Rd 
Dayton, OH  45429-5950 
Email:  coconutlizard@me.com  
Surnames of interest:  Cheney, Price, 
Sanders 
 

x Thomas Kurtz #950�
Thomas is the husband of member #912,  
Delores Hostler Krutz. 
2338 Berry Rd 
Lucas, OH 44843-9738 
Surnames of interest:  Blumenshein, Lowry, 
Genke 

We look forward to meeting those of you who are able to join us at any of our meetings. 

mailto:llgbug@genealogybug.net
mailto:C.Wood73@yahoo.com
mailto:9aboerger@gmail.com
mailto:bouic1@gmail.com
mailto:ejadams@main-net.com
mailto:dgus@genealogybug.net
mailto:webmaster@uccogs.org
mailto:nkatzen@embarqmail.com
mailto:union_echoes@uccogs.org
mailto:rmickley@columbus.rr.com
mailto:brianwad@embarqmail.com
mailto:steve_rpi@sbcglobal.net
mailto:calee1955@gmail.com
mailto:pfish3737@gmail.com
mailto:jbuskirk@parknationalbank.com
mailto:coastalcarol@gmail.com
mailto:coconutlizard@me.com
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Coming Events: 
 

Unless otherwise noted, all meetings are held at 
10:00 A. M. in the lower level,  meeting room “A” 
at the Marysville Public Library, 231 S. Plum 
Street, Marysville.  (Elevator inside back door.) 
NOTE:  Meetings are automatically canceled during 
any snow emergency in Union County. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
February 18:  Genealogy Bingo followed by 
Where in the World is Hiddigwarden and Why 
Do I care?--A Research Trip to Germany – 
Speaker,   Patty O’Conner (rescheduled). 
  
March 17:  Columbus Metropolitan Library A 
Genealogy Research Destination in Ohio—
Speaker:  Russ Pollitt, Genealogy Subject Specialist 
for Columbus Metropolitan Library 

April 21:  Uncle Sam’s Records—Speaker, Debo-
rah Carder Mayes 

May 15:  Pioneer Banquet (See flier page 16) 

June 16:  Pot Luck Picnic (Location to be an-
nounced) 

July 21:  4-H Family Historians (Meeting room B) 

August 18:  Hidden Treasures at Family Search—
Speaker, Dana Palmer, CG 

September 15:  Auxiliary Software for Genealo-
gists—Speaker:  David Gustafson 

October 20:  To be announced 

November 17:  Union County in the War of 
1812—Speakers:  Robert “Bob” Parrott & Ste-
phen Badenhop 

No meeting in December. 
 

BINGO! 
 

Do you have family living outside the U. S.?  Did 
your ancestors come to this country from more than 
two countries?  Has your family always resided in 
Union County?  Come play a game of Genealogical 
Bingo on February 19 where you will find answers 
to these and other questions.  There is a catch, 

though.  You will be finding the answers from others 
attending the meeting; and you will get to know your 
fellow members and friends better at the same time.  
There will be a prize for the first person finished! 

After the fun of our game Patty O’Connor will 
give her delayed presentation, Where in the World 
is Hiddigwarden and Why Do I care?--A Re-
search Trip to Germany 

 
 

Columbus Metropolitan 
Library: A Genealogy 

Research Destination in 
Ohio 

 
Columbus Metropolitan 

Library has become a sig-
nificant genealogy re-
search location in Ohio.  
Since 2007 the library has 
received three large collec-
tions to combine with its 
own.  These are the State 

Library of Ohio’s genealogy collection, and the col-
lections of the Palatines to America Society, and the 
Franklin County Genealogical & Historical Society.  
 Come learn what genealogy resources and services 
Columbus Metropolitan Library has to offer.  

Russ Pollitt, pictured above, is the Genealogy 
Subject Specialist for Columbus Metropolitan Li-
brary.  He’s written articles for several genealogical 
publications and has a regular column in the 
Franklintonian (Columbus, Ohio). He has presented 
genealogical workshops of varied topics dealing with 
research and resources. Russ is a member of the Na-
tional Genealogical Society, Palatines to America 
Society, Ohio Genealogical Society, and the Franklin 
County Genealogical & Historical Society and serves 
on the boards of the Ohio Genealogical Society, Pal-
atines to America Society-Ohio Chapter and the 
Franklin County Genealogical & Historical Society.  
Russ holds a B.S. in History from Wilmington Col-
lege of Ohio and a Masters in Library and Infor-
mation Science from Kent State.  You’ll find him 
wandering about the library and elsewhere talking 
about and assisting others with their genealogical or 
other research pursuits.  

 

   
Robert W. “Bob” Parrott’s columns will return 

next issue.  Bob has already submitted an interesting 
article titled, “Events in 1839.” 

Steven Badenhop submitted an excellent article 
about the old Children’s Home.  It will be serialized 
in two or three issues.  See page 9. 
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UCCOGS News 
 

Unfortunately, labels came off four of the en-
velopes after the November-December 2011 issue of 
newsletter was mailed.  If you didn’t receive your 
newsletter, please, contact Dave Gustafson, the Cor-
responding Secretary, and he will send it. 

��
WE NEED YOUR HELP!  As you know, each 

year we have a pot luck picnic (rain or shine) at a 
Union County church.  Usually it is hosted by a 
member of both the church and the Union County 
Chapter, OGS.  We are looking for a church and 
minister that would be amenable to having our mem-
bers as guests on Saturday, June 16, 2012.  OR if 
you would like to see us do something new for our 
picnic, we’re open to suggestions. 

��
We are still looking for a volunteer to fill the 

position as Program Chairperson. Contact any officer 
by Email, phone, or you can send a note to County 
Chapter, OGS, P. O. Box 438, Marysville, OH 
43040-0438.  You can also talk to any before or after 
any meeting. In the meantime, if anyone has a favor-
ite topic or speaker that they would like to see at one 
of our meetings, please, let any officer or chairperson 
know the details. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Computers are a mystery for most of 
us.  However, many of us saw early-on that the In-
ternet and computers might someday revolutionize 
genealogical research.  And, while the amount of 
material already on the Internet is only a tiny fraction 
of what is available, the revolution is well underway.  
More data and actual documents become available 
every day on the Internet.  And the amount of inter-
est shown when we have had presentations spotlight-
ing computer research, the Internet, and digital ar-
chiving has proven that our members are interested 
in being a knowledgeable part of that revolution.  
Dave Gustafson spent forty years earning a living 
developing software, building computers, and admin-
istering computers and computer networks.  He has 
agreed to write a column devoted to answering your 
questions.  Our first question came from a member 
who asked the following: 
 

Computer Q & A 
By Dave Gustafson 

 

Q -- I have a new computer, and it has 
Google Chrome on it.  What is Google 
Chrome? 

 
A -- Microsoft Internet Explorer, Mozilla Firefox, 
OpenSSL Opera, Apple Safari, and Google Chrome 
are internet browsers. They all display Web pages, 
some better than others.  Google Chrome is the new-
est of them. Google and Yahoo earn their money 
mostly from advertisements displayed during an in-
ternet search. Companies pay a small fee for each 
time their ad appears during a search. If the search is 
with Yahoo then Yahoo gets the money, if the search 
is with Google then Google gets the money. Compa-
nies sign up with the search engine company they 
think will put their advertisements out the most of-
ten. 

Each of these internet browsers is a free download 
for Windows, Apple Macintosh and Linux operating 
systems. Internet Explorer is the default browser with 
Microsoft Windows systems; Apple Safari is the de-
fault browser with Macintosh; and Firefox is now the 
default browser with Linux. Anyone can change the 
default browser at any time on any system by down-
loading, installing and setting the new browser as the 
default. Since each operating system’s default web 
browser is included with every new computer, there 
is a lot of competition.  For all practical purposes 
Netscape and AOL browsers no longer exist. 

For a look at browser usage statistics for 2002 
thru 2011 go to:   
www.w3schools.com/browsers/browsers_stats.asp  

In Memoriam 
 

We were saddened to learn of the November 6, 

2011 death of member, Pearle F. (Culver) Ev-
ans of Richwood.  Our sincere condolences go to 
her family and friends.  You can read her obitu-
ary and leave your personal message at:  
http://balli.homeftp.net/obituaries.php?action=dis
play&id=111090  
 
On January 16, 2012 longtime member, Lois 
Ruth (Morse) Barr, a native of Milford Cen-
ter, passed away in Worthington, Ohio where 
she made her home.  Ruth was member number 
25 of the Union County Pioneers having prov-
en forty ancestors in both the gold and silver 
categories.  She attended meetings regularly 
until her illness made it too difficult.  Visit 
http://www.rutherfordfuneralhome.com/ to 
read her obuary and leave a personal 

http://www.w3schools.com/browsers/browsers_stats.asp
http://balli.homeftp.net/obituaries.php?action=display&id=111090
http://balli.homeftp.net/obituaries.php?action=display&id=111090
http://www.rutherfordfuneralhome.com/
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Library News 
 

Our UCCOGS librarian, Nancy Katzenbach, 
reports that the History of York Township, has 
had the two missing pages added and the little 
book is ready for library visitors to use. 

	�
Recently, the UCCOGS purchased The Lin-
coln Inaugural Train, the latest book by Scott 
D. Trostel and presented it to the Marysville 
Public Library.  It is ready to be checked out.  
Mr. Trostel has been a guest speaker for our 
group and others in Union County.  His latest 
speaking engagement here was at the Union 
County Historical Society banquet in October. 

	 
Other people’s trash is often a family histo-
rian’s treasure.  This was proven recently when 
Elaine George, a regular visitor to the genealo-
gy section at the library, presented Nancy with a 
copy of a land abstract.  Elaine had rescued it 
when a family member said they were going to 
throw it away.   The land was originally part of 
the Virginian Military Survey, specifically 
“1000 acres of land on a Military Warrant No. 
727.”  It was surveyed for Robert Dandridge 
on 3 June 1797.  The land was patented to Jo-
seph Watkins, assignee of Robert Dandridge 
the same day and was signed by John Adams, 
President of the United States.  Part of this pa-
tent became the village of Watkins in Millcreek 
Township.  The last date in this land abstract is 
January 1929 when it was certified as a “correct 
and complete abstract of the title of James B. 
Murphy. . . .”   
 
Mentioned in this forty-six (46) page document 
are: 

x BAZZEL, John 
x EBRIGHT, W. W. and James H. 
x GAMBLE, Samuel and James D. 
x GOLDSBERRY, Willibe 
x HAGENLOCHER, Charles 
x HANNAWALT, Charles, George and 

Catherine 
x RICHARDS, John M. 
x ROGERS, Mary L. 
x SHOVER, Simon 
x THOMPSON, James, Wray, Russel B, 

Mary H., James Jr., and Curry 
x TOSSEY, Aaron, Lemuel, and Julia A. 
x WATKINS, Joseph and Thomas 

x WOODBURN, R. L. 

Nancy has filed a copy of the complete abstract in 
the Murphy Family folder in the file cabinet under 
our banner.  She has also added a “see also” page to 
each of the other family folders directing any re-
searcher to the Murphy file. 

If you are interested in additional information about 
the abstract contact Nancy at: 

nkatzen@embarqmail.com 
or write to her at: UCCOGS Query Committee, P.O. 
Box 438, Marysville, OH 43040-0438.  Please, be 
sure to include a self-addressed, stamped envelope 
(SASE). 

	�
We are so fortunate!  Some genealogical socie-
ties have no true home.  They often keep their publi-
cations and books that they acquire on shelves at a 
local public library or historical society.  This ar-
rangement is almost always at the sufferance of the 
host institution. Sometimes personalities clash, or 
space becomes limited, or the lease runs out.  That is 
when the members of the society often find them-
selves without a home.  This can happen without no-
tice and can be devastating to a group like ours.  
Thanks to many people who realize that the whole 
community is enriched when public institutions work 
hand in hand with private organizations within the 
community our relationship with the Marysville Pub-
lic Library has continued to grow.  They have given 
us our own space at the library, allowed us to hang 
our banner on the wall, given us storage space in the 
lower level, and more.  We try to show our apprecia-
tion each year by contributing at least one large item 
to the library. 
 
Most recently, when asked what we could do, Patty 
O’Connor, Head of Adult Services & Reference at 
the Marysville Public Library (and UCCOGS mem-
ber) suggested that one way to help the library and 
ourselves would be to have some of the family gene-
alogies that have been contributed for the use of our 
members and library patrons hard bound.  These ge-
nealogies usually come to us in loose-leaf notebooks 
and report binders.  They are the result of hard work 
and years of research that have been contributed for 
the benefit of those in search of their own family his-
tory.  They are valuable assets, but they also are un-
wieldy and difficult to shelve properly.  Patty saw to 
it that the binding was done by professionals who 
had done work for the library in the past.  This is on-
ly one example of what having a good home can 
mean to a genealogical society. 

mailto:nkatzen@embarqmail.com
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Recent Library Visitors 

NOTE:  As always, only visitors who give permission for their information to be published appear here. 

Visitor’s 
Name Address    Email Surnames 

Paul R. Fish 
POB 2835 
Whitehouse, OH 
43571 

pfish3737@gmail.com FISH (Jeremy & Cor-
nelius) 

Jeff Cole  jefftc@cox.net Cole, Cowles, Coles 

Jean Hudson 361 S Maple 
St Louis, MO 63119 jhprism@swbell.net Adams 

Pat Payton 361 S Maple 
St Louis, MO 63119 ppayton@swbell.net Thompson, Mooney, 

Covey 

Diane Pierce (3 visits) Magnetic Springs, OH 
43036  Jolliff 

Jane Hileman 
12100 Hopewell Rd 
Magnetic Springs,OH 
43040  

 Jolliff & Graff 

Bill Overacker 400 N Burnett Rd 
Springfield, OH 45503  Overacker, Rigdon, 

Davis 

Deana Taylor 232 W 5th St 
Maryville, OH 43040  Pfarr 

Leona Gustafson 3099 Walker Rd 
Hilliard, OH 43026 llgbug@genealogybug.net Reed, Robinson 

Christopher Lawson 326 Gallery Dr 
Marysville, OH 43040 cdlawson20@hotmail.com Lawson, Rupright, 

Camm 

Jennie Sebrasky 7176 Pitts Blvd 
N Ridgeville, OH 44039 ohioblue@oh.rr.com Johnson, Rosecrans, 

Stanley, Hess 
Scott Schroeder  sts.genealogy@gmail.com Teeters, Teter 

 

November Meeting Summary 
By Marie Bouic, Recording Secretary 

 
The Union County Chapter of the Ohio Genealogi-

cal Society held their last meeting of the year on No-
vember 19th at the Marysville Public Library at 10.00 
a.m.  Brian Wade, President, welcomed everyone. 

   Nancy Katzenbach,  Librarian, announced that a 
researcher had dropped off a land abstract of Watkins 
with surnames of Murphy, Thompson, Ebright, 
Richards, Gamble, Tossey, Hannawalt, Hagenlocker 
and more and it will be kept in the vertical files. 

Dave Gustafson, Corresponding Secretary, has 
received three new memberships, sixteen renewals, and 
sold nine books.  He is now Emailing fifty-seven copies 
and one hundred twenty-six (126) copies  by  surface 
mail of the Union Echoes to members. 

Leona Gustafson, Editor of the Union Echoes, 
announced the deadline for the next newsletter will be 
January 23 and asked for any articles to be included in 
future issues.  She is going back to the old schedule of 
sending out the newsletter to members in the even 
months. 

Nina Boerger, Treasurer, gave her report for Sep-

tember through October.  For details contact Nina.   
Carol Mickley reported that the Pioneer Committee 

has received two applications that are processed for the 
2012 Banquet and they are working on more they have 
received. 

Brian then thanked Vi Hill for serving as Program 
Chair this past year.   

Calvin Wood, Chairman of the Nominating Com-
mittee presented the slate of officers to serve the 2012-
2013 term:  President-Leona Gustafson; Vice Presi-
dent-Calvin Wood; Recording Secretary-Marie Bouic; 
Corresponding Secretary-Dave Gustafson; Treasurer-
Nina Boerger.  After a call for nominations from the 
floor, Calvin made a motion to accept the slate by ac-
clamation. Vi Hill seconded the motion and it was 
passed unanimously. 

Brian also mentioned that we still need volunteers to 
fill the two vacant positions, Program Chairperson and 
Pioneer Chairperson.   

Brian then introduced the speaker, Mark S. Mid-
dleton, PMP (Project Management Professional).  His 
topic was Archiving Technology – Best Practices for 
Saving your Information. Mark stressed doing a back-
up.  Digital Archiving is the preservation of files, 
whether text files, digital images, databases, spread-

mailto:pfish3737@gmail.com
mailto:jefftc@cox.net
mailto:jhprism@swbell.net
mailto:ppayton@swbell.net
mailto:llgbug@genealogybug.net
mailto:cdlawson20@hotmail.com
mailto:ohioblue@oh.rr.com
mailto:sts.genealogy@gmail.com
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sheets or indexes.  Digital versions of non-digital mate-
rial are photos, images and text, audio (cassette tape) 
and video (8mm file, VHS).  You should start by se-
lecting what you want to save.  Why should you worry 
about archiving?  Disasters, relatives passing away, 
aging of materials, loss of access of technology, theft of 
computers, hard drives die, digital photos get lost and 
DVD/CD’s can get scratched, broken or lost. 

Benefits of digital archiving are the files can easily 
be duplicated and nearly 100% accurate and can be eas-
ily shared and converted to other formats.  You should 
digitize everything!  Prioritize – do your most im-
portant items first.  Work your way through your list.  
You might start with your oldest relative then go to the 
most fragile resources such as old newspaper clippings.  
Pictures and images can be scanned, video and film can 
be digitized and text may be typed in or scanned.  What 
equipment will you need to archive?  A computer, and 
a portable 2 terabyte external hard drive are preferable.  
DVD recorder, scanner, VHS to DVD are optional but 
could be helpful.   Mr. Middleton suggested a flatbed 
scanner. They are available with negative and slide 
adapters to save the 35mm slides.  He suggested scan-
ning pictures at 1200 dpi as your minimum standard or 
lowest setting at 600 dpi.  Save the files as TIFF as they 
don’t change but the files are very large, thus the addi-
tion of the large external hard drive.  It is a good prac-
tice to scan big pictures all alone and if possible with-
out frame, glass or cover.  Also scan the back side to 
capture the exact text if something is written on the 
back. 

If looking for a camera to use get at least 10 mega-
pixels, with optical zoom, ability to turn flash off and 
storage options of JPEG, TIFF or RAW.  Cameras are 
good to take a picture of text when doing research at a 
courthouse or library.   

You should get commercial help when you have an-
ything that is very old and fragile such as records, audio 
tapes, or film.  The quality may decline as you copy.  
They found they could send out 35 mm slides and have 
them digitized for about 50 cents each.   Mr. Middleton 
also suggested keeping originals of your pictures and 
don’t trust a website to store them.  They could go out 
of business and your pictures with them.  CDs were a 
good option at one time but the newer DVDs are very 
good to save your data. They are virus proof and they 
have error correction.   DVD+R is better than a DVD-R 
and Verbatim is the best brand to buy. CD’s have lim-
ited storage and are rapidly becoming obsolete.  They 
are okay for text files and small images.  DVD burners 
now cost the same as a CD burner. 

If you have existing digital files saved to old floppy 
disks, do you have technology to read them?  Don’t 
store files on old formats.  Save them to DVD’s.  He 
didn’t recommend saving files as PDF’s, zipping files, 

JPEG images, 3.5 
disks, CDs, USB 
drives or DVD-RAM.  
USB drives are good 
for sharing or moving 
files from computer to 
computer but not good 
for long term storage.  
Set JPEG to the high-
est quality; audio at 
AIFF; movies at 
MPEGS, or MOV for 
editing; and DVD re-
cording with DVD+R.  
Text files should be saved as text files (txt), rich text 
format (rtf), or as a MS Word document.  Spreadsheets 
should be saved as Excel or CSV files.  When using 
genealogy software always keep your genealogy and 
GEDCOM files in the latest version. Don’t use pass-
words, encryption, compression or attach files to a file.  
When you bring up the file in another format every-
thing may not transfer.   

Mr. Middleton strongly suggested saving files as 
TIFF instead of JPEG.  JPEG files are okay if you are 
sharing with someone or need to send a picture as an e-
mail.  After you have decided what you are going to 
digitize, edit the image if necessary and save the file in 
an appropriate file format.  Make a plan, decide on your 
scope, keep it simple.  Write what you plan down so 
you don’t have to recreate your plan.  Document the 
process with what hardware and software you used and 
the settings.  Mr. Middleton uses a spreadsheet when 
scanning pictures with file name, scene narrative, date 
and year, who is in the photo, the location, file format 
and location and owner of original picture.  When cre-
ating your DVD always leave the verify option on and 
don’t burn DVDs with other programs running.  Just 
have your DVD burning program running to get the 
best copy possible.  Don’t put paper labels on your 
DVD or CD.  After time they start curling up or peeling 
and could jam in your DVD player.  Sharpies work well 
for labeling your DVD.  Test your data by playing in 
another computer or video DVD player and store 
offsite, a safe or safety deposit box.  Plan to “burn” a 
new copy of your back-ups every 3 – 4 years to keep up 
with the latest technology.   

Those who enjoyed the presentation were: Jim & 
Lois Dale, Dave & Leona Gustafson, Vi Hill, Brian 
& Sharon Wade, Bill Overacker, Nancy 
Katzenbach, Mark M. & Jeanne A. Middleton, Vir-
ginia Smith, Jeanne A. Haynes, Calvin Wood, Rosel-
la Renz, Alan & Carol Moder, Lynn Baldwin, Kevin 
Longberry, Marie Bouic, Robert Hamilton, Sara 
Halley, Barry Reese, Darlene Shull, Nina Boerger, 
Peggy Edwards, and Joan Griffin. 

 
GENEALOGY, n. An account of one's descent from an ancestor who did not particularly care to trace his 
own. — Ambrose Bierce.   

Mark S. Middleton 
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Catherine Newhouse Bird 
Union County Civil War Ancestor 

Contributed by Sharon Newhouse Wade 
 

The following is a transcription of an actual hand written letter found in Margaret Bouic's files. It was 
written by Catherine Newhouse Bird to her mother Anna Newhouse.  Catherine was married to Abner 
Johnson Bird, who was a Union soldier. She refers to him as "Johnson" in the letter. It was interesting 
that the envelope had a 3 cent stamp on it. It is transcribed as accurately as we could decipher it, creative 
spelling and all.  The letter was two pages long with no paragraph breaks. 
 
July the 3rd, 1864 
 
 Dear Mother I seat myself to pen you a few lines to let you know that we are well. It is over two 
weeks since you was here and I was getting anxious to hear from you all and to know if the 100 days men 
was sent into the front. I heard they was. We did not go to the meeting today. I did not feel like walking. It 
is the first Sabbath that I have missed for a great while. It is a very beautiful Sabbath after the rains, it is 
better than a week since I have had a letter from Johnson. His letter was dated June 14. I have not seen 
any papers what I hear that there has been some very hard fighting there last week. I am going to town 
tomorrow to hear and get a paper. I should like to know where Washington is. I got over to Merimans 
that morning before he started he got some wheat for me. They were very friendly and impoured [?] very 
particular about us and sent our applebutter and sent us some dried Apples and currant. Three yards of 
calico to make Mary an apron and sent word for us to be sure and come down.  I have had a real hard 
spell of the toothache today. I have had it much since you was here but I think if I get to town tomorrow 
that I will have it out. Mrs. Arnold has taken a woman, her little babe one year old. She is on the town-
ship. She has sick (six?) children all on the township. She is from Missouri her man was in the union ar-
my he came home on a sick furlough and the gurillies about nine o'clock come in and killed him. She 
stood between them and beged for him . They shot him down and her holding his arm. He live 3 hrs. they 
took everything she had. She was left alone with him till morning and now she is sent here and her chil-
dren sold on the township and separated. She is nearly crazy that is what I call trouble. We do not know 
what is before us but I still live in hope of better times. I know not whether Johnson is spared these last 
battles or not. I want to go home after harvest if I can leave things if I do go I intend to go on to dover and 
stay all night. I do wish jimmy or some of you would write. I do want to hear from home once in a while. 
I expect you suffered going home that day through the heat and dust. This is Tuesday the 5. I went up to 
town to Meriman's yesterday . there was nothing going on but there was a good many there. I had my 
tooth pulled. oh but it did hurt. The tooth had growed fast to the jaw bone. A piece came with the tooth. 
Mrs. Meriman had 13 pulled she is going to have a new set. We stayed till evening and I got a letter from 
Johnson in the evening mail it was written June 25. He was well but in danger the shells flying around 
them. I had a house full of visitors today. I want to get a letter from some of you against Saturday 

��
�

�

Genealogy Quiz: 

Sometimes it’s fun to test our knowledge.  Most, if not all, of the following questions will be easy for experi-
enced family historians.  You won’t be graded, but I hope you enjoy this little quiz. 
  
a. What is a collateral ancestor? 
 
b. What does “VR” represent? 
 
c. What is a consort? 
 

d. What is a relict? 
 
 e. What is intestate? 
 
 f. What is a codicil? 
 

 g. What is a grass widow or 
    grass widower? 
 
Answers at the end of the 2011 
Index, page 14 
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Records Center & Archives 
By Stephen W. Badenhop 

Records Center & Archives Coordinator 
Union County Archives 

128 South Main Street, Suite 114 
Marysville, OH 43040 
Phone: (937)-645-4177 

Fax: (937)-645-4173 
 
Children’s Home records housed at the Union Coun-
ty Records Center and Archives: 
 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF CHILDREN’S 
HOME MINUTES (1884-1973) 

These records are arranged chronologically.  They 
show the date, members present and absent, and a 
record of business transacted including reports from 
the superintendent, disbursements, statistics, the ap-
proval of bills filed for payment and changes with 
children staying at the Union County Children’s 
Home. 

 
CHILDREN’S HOME REGISTER (1884-1961) 

These records are arranged alphabetically, therein 
chronologically by admission.  These records show 
the name of the child, date admitted, date of birth, 
names of parents, and when and how discharged.  
Admittance records between 1921 and 1952 are con-
tained in the Board of Trustees of Children’s Home 
Minutes, but with less detail.  All records pertaining 
to adoptions are confidential O.R.C. 149.43(A)(1)(d). 

 
 

UNION COUNTY CHILDREN’S HOME 
HISTORY 

By: Stephen W. Badenhop 
 
On March 20, 1866, the Ohio General Assembly, 

in response to a dramatic increase of homeless chil-
dren following the Civil War, authorized boards of 
county commissioners to construct children’s homes 
and to levy taxes to pay for them.  Previously, over-
seers of the poor and directors of infirmaries cared 
for indigent children.  The children’s home was des-
ignated as an “asylum” for all persons under the age 
of sixteen whom, “by reason of orphanage, or neglect 
or inability of parents to provide for them” were des-
titute.  The 1866 legislation also established a five 
member board of trustees for such homes appointed 
by the board of county commissioners.  The trustees 
were authorized to hire a superintendent, who was to 
administer the home, provide foster homes for chil-
dren, arrange adoptions and maintain records of ad-
mission, discharge and adoption of children. 

This law was replaced on March 22, 1876, with a 

new statute, that while keeping most of the previous 
law’s provisions, reduced the number of trustees to 
three and provided them with a three year term with 

Union County Children’s Home – c. 1897 
 
one to be chosen annually and also authorized ad-
joining counties to establish district children’s homes 
with five trustees with a five year term with one se-
lected annually.  Seven years later on April 9, 1883, 
the General Assembly passed an act “to provide for 
the protection of children.”  This law prohibited ad-
mitting children who were eligible for a children’s 
home to the county infirmary, unless the children 
were separated from the adult inmates or were under 
the age of four and under the care of their mother at 
the infirmary.  Counties were given the option of ei-
ther providing a separate facility at the infirmary, 
contracting with another county children’s home for 
the care of their children or establishing their own 
children’s home.  The effective date of the legislation 
was January 1, 1884. 

Union County previous to the 1883 legislation 
kept their indigent children at the County Infirmary.  
The new law demanded, however, a change of the 
status quo.  In their September 1883 Infirmary Re-
port the Infirmary Directors reported twenty-six chil-
dren under the age of sixteen, thirteen males and thir-
teen females, had been kept at the Infirmary during 
the year.  Nine of these children had been placed in 
homes leaving seventeen children, eight males and 
nine females.  The Commissioners decided that it 
would be more economical to construct a district 
children’s home. 

A joint session of the Delaware and Union Coun-
ty Commissioners was held on November 9, 1883, at 
the village of Magnetic Springs in Union County.  
There the Boards unanimously agreed to pursue a 
joint children’s home if a suitable site could be 
found.  Commissioner Louis Bush of Delaware and 
Commissioner Nathan Howard of Union were select-
ed to investigate sites for the proposed building.   

(Go to next page) 
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A common location could not be agreed upon and 
after many “hitches,” including a special meeting 
between the Union County Commissioners, Infirma-
ry Directors and community ladies in January 1884, 
it was decided to operate a single Union County 
Children’s Home.  Sending children to another coun-
ty’s children’s home, another viable option, was 
deemed too expensive.  On March 31, 1884, Com-
missioners Uriah Cahill, Nathan Howard and Luther 
Liggett with the cooperation of the Infirmary Direc-
tors established the Union County Children’s Home. 

The Board of Commissioners, upon the recom-
mendation of the Infirmary Directors, leased the 
house and six acres of property from W.L. Gibson, 
situated one mile east of Marysville on the 
Marysville and Delaware Gravel Road in Paris 

Township.  The terms of the lease were for one year 
at a rate of $125, with an optional second year exten-
sion at $120.  They appointed W.L. Curry, one year 
term, Reverend Hamilton J. Bigley, two year term, 
and Peleg Cranston, three year term, as Trustees of 
the Children’s Home.  Edwin B. Turner was hired as 
superintendent with his wife being appointed matron 
and teacher of the children at a combined salary of 
$240 per year.  Cranston resigned his position in 
April and T.M. Brannon was appointed on April 12, 
1884, to replace him.  The Children’s Home accepted 
children who were orphaned, abandoned, neglected, 
inadequately provided for by the parents, or after 
1906 placed in the home by the juvenile court. 

 
(Next issue, Children’s Home Trustees)

 

 
 

 
 
Quiz answers: 
a.  An ancestor not in the direct 
line of ascent, but of the same 
ancestral family. 
b.  Vital Records, i.e., birth, 
death, and marriage records. 

c.  A husband or wife, especially 
the spouse of a monarch, OR a 
companion or partner. 
d.  Widow or widower. 
e.  Having no valid will—an 
estate not disposed of by will.  

f.  A legal instrument made to 
modify an earlier will. 
g.  A divorced woman/man, or 
one whose spouse is temporarily 
away.

  



 

 

UNION COUNTY CHAPTER, OGS 
ANNUAL PIONEERS BANQUET 

 
Tuesday, May 15th, 2011 

Arrive 5:30 - Eat 6 : 0 0  P . M .  
Der Dutchman Restaurant, Plain City  

 
Guest Speaker: 

President Theodore Roosevelt  

 
as portrayed by  Larry Marple 

ht tp: / / t roosevel t1904.com  

Dinner is $16.49 per person,  
F a m i l y  S t y l e ,  B e e f  a n d  C h i c k e n  

Reservations are prepaid and required by May 10th, 2011. 
Make checks or money order payable to: Union County Chapter OGS 

 

� - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  � - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ��
 

Pioneer Banquet Reservation Form 
Please return this form with payment to:  

Union County Chapter OGS 
P. O. BOX 438 

Marysville, Ohio 43040 

D e a d l i n e  f o r  r e s e r v a t i o n s  i s  M a y  1 0 ,  2 0 1 1 .   

Please submit this form with your payment. 

Number of people attending the banquet ____  @ $16.49 each Total: $______ 

Name(s):  _________________________________________________________ 

                     ____________________________________________________________ 

Address:  __________________________________________________________ 

City:  _____________________________ State: _____   Zip Code:  ___________ 



 

 

Publications of the Union County Chapter OGS 
PLEASE NOTE:  *Only Ohio Residents need to pay Ohio Tax1.* 

**Please include $3.00 shipping and handling for the first book and $1.00 for each additional 
book/volume/CD.** 

 

PUBLICATIONS PRICE OHIO  TAX1 CD/PDF OHIO TAX 

1870 Census Index, Union County, Ohio         –            CLEARANCE – 50% OFF was $10.00 $5.00 $0.34   

1877 Atlas of Union County, Ohio Includes Index $25.00 $1.69   

Amerine Cemetery; database of History, Genealogy, Obituaries, Tombstone Photos   $20.00 $1.35 

Excerpts from Marysville Tribune: Volume 1: 1850-1890 by Margaret Main Bouic $20.00 $1.35 $10.00 $0.68 

Excerpts from Marysville Tribune: Volume 2: 1891-1903 by Margaret Main Bouic $20.00 $1.35 $10.00 $0.68 
Excerpts from Marysville Tribune: Volume 3: 1904-1910 by Margaret Main Bouic $20.00 $1.35 $10.00 $0.68 

Excerpts from Marysville Tribune: Volumes 1-3   [shipping $5.00 – CD shipping $3.00] $55.00 $3.72 $27.50 $1.86 

Excerpts from Marysville Tribune: Volume 4: 1911-1915 by Margaret Main Bouic $20.00 $1.35 $10.00 $0.68 

Excerpts from Marysville Tribune: Volumes 1-4   [shipping $6.00 – CD shipping $3.00] $70.00 $4.73 $35.00 $2.36 
Gleanings from the Richwood Gazette $20.00 $1.35 $10.00 $0.68 

History of Union County, Ohio Beers’ edition, 3 vol. Paperback (Reprint) [shipping $5] $65.00 $4.39   

Index to Recorded Deaths of Union County, Ohio Prior to1909 V. Smith  2006 136 pgs $15.00 $1.01 $7.50 $0.51 

Index to 1900 Union County, Ohio Census (persons 21 & over) 81 pages $14.00 $0.95 $7.00 $0.48 
Infirmary, Union County, OH 1867-1961 60 pages $10.00 $0.68 $5.00 $0.34 

Maps of the Shaker West                 –                          CLEARANCE – 50% OFF was $18.70 $9.35 $0.63   

Marriage Records of Union County, Ohio 1820-1900 by Dianna Hearl (Reprint) $25.00 $1.69 $12.50 $0.85 

Memories & Sketches of Civil War Era of Northern Union County, OH $20.00 $1.35 $10.00 $0.68 

News of Our Civil War Veterans, Union County Ohio…1862-1939 by V. Smith 2008 $20.00 $1.35 $10.00 $0.68 

Records of Affidavits, Book One, Probate Court, Union County, Ohio by Ila L. Larue $17.00 $1.15 $8.50 $0.57 

CEMETERY RECORDS     

Claibourne Township 156 pages $10.00 $0.68 $5.00 $0.34 

Darby-Jerome Township 160 pages $14.00 $0.95 $7.00 $0.48 

Dover-Jackson-Leesburg-Millcreek Townships 134 pages $14.00 $0.95 $7.00 $0.48 
Forest Grove Cemetery, Plain City, Ohio  183 pages $24.00 $1.62 $12.00 $0.81 

Liberty-Paris-Taylor-Washington Townships 164 pages $10.00 $0.68 $5.00 $0.34 

Oakdale Cemetery, Marysville, Ohio (2 volumes) 418 pages [shipping $4] $38.00 $2.57 $19.00 $1.29 

Union-Allen Townships 116 pages $10.00 $0.68 $5.00 $0.34 
York Township 134 pages $9.00 $0.61 $5.00 $0.34 

Index to ALL Cemetery Books 234 pages $27.00 $1.82 $13.50 $0.91 

All Cemetery Records in PDF format on one CD   $75.00 $5.06 

Union Echoes, Bi-monthly publication of Union County Chapter, OGS     
1988-1991 Six issues, with index, per year (specify year(s) you want) $5.00    

1992-2004 Six issues, with index, per year (specify year(s) you want) $7.00    

Union Echoes 1981 thru present - all on one CD in PDF format  (1981-2008 not searchable)   $20.00 $1.35 
 

Make your check payable to and mail your order to: 
Union County Chapter of OGS, PO Box 438, Marysville, OH 43040-0438 

 
Name ___________________________________________Mbr. Nbr. ____  Book order total   _______ 

 
Address _____________________________________________________  Ohio Sales Tax * + _______ 

 
City ________________________________________________________ Shipping ** + _______ 

 
State ______________________________ Zip_____________-________ TOTAL ENCLOSED _______ 

 

1Revised/Printed: 5 January 2010 (new tax rate of 6.75%* effective July 1, 2008 [*7.25% Jerome Twp.]) 
  



 

 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION OR RENEWAL FORM 
[return this complete page with dues including address label (member number(s) is on label)] 

For renewals if there is NO change from information on address label you do not have to complete the rest of this form, only * items if there 
are changes to information you have previously submitted. Please place an “X” by changes in any area of your membership status. 
 
May we use information in our membership directory or placed on the Web site?  Yes___   No ___ 
 

NAME _________________________ Member No. ____ *SPOUSE ______________Member No.____ 
Add spouse as member?  Yes____  No ____     Maiden name ____________________ 

*ADDRESS ___________________________________ email *________________________________ 

*CITY _________________________________ *STATE _________ *ZIP __________________ (5+4) 

____ New Member    ____Renewal    ____Returning Member 

GO GREEN!  Please, send my Union Echoes to the E-mail address listed above.  ___Yes ___No 

Dues are $12 per household for 12 months, January-December 

   Make check payable to: Union County Chapter OGS 
► Are you a member of Ohio Genealogical Society?   Yes ____ No ____ 
Surnames you are researching in Union County: _____________________________________________ 
Monies earned from the sale of publications are used to purchase research books and materials for Marysville, Plain City, and Richwood Public Libraries. 
Donations are used to purchase microfilm for the Marysville Public Library. We are a 501(c)(3) society. 
Return form and dues to: Union County Chapter OGS 
                            PO Box 438 
                            Marysville, Ohio 43040-0438 
  
 

 
 

UNION COUNTY TOWNSHIPS 
 
There are fourteen townships in Union County.  They are listed below and can be found in the puzzle on the 
left.  Words can run horizontally, vertically, or diagonally.  They can be spelled backward or forward.   

 
      1.  Allen  8.  Liberty 
      2.  Claibourne 9.  Millcreek 
      3.  Darby  10.  Paris 
      4.  Dover  11. Taylor 
      5.   Jackson  12. Union 
      6.   Jerome  13. Washington 
      7.   Leesburg 14. York 
 

 
 


