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THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 
Well, we’ve put the wraps on another year for The Union County 
Genealogical Chapter, OGS as we do not have a members meeting 
in December.  My thanks to the Executive Board members for their 
support, and in particular to Vi Hill for the programs we have had 
this past year. 
 
 It is with great pleasure that we wish a Happy 99th Birthday, on 
Dec. 28, to Margaret Bouic.  If you would like to send a card, send 
it to Carriage Court, 717 S. Walnut St., Marysville, Ohio 43040.   
 
Our next meeting will be January 15, 2011.  Please note that we 
have changed the start time to 10 a.m., hoping that this will be more 
convenient for our members to attend. 
 
I wish all of you Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
 
See you next year. 
 
Brian Wade 
President 
– brianwad@embarqmail.com 
______________________________________________________ 
 
Reminder – December 31 is coming up fast and dues for the 
coming year can be paid anytime. 
 
Please accept my apologies!  There are two pages that are 
numbered 74.  Even being on the phone for some time with 
Microsoft has not enabled me to force the change that al-
lows for a page 75.  Due to the way the indexing program 

works I must leave the pagi-
nating error.  Hopefully, this 
problem will not be repeated 
in future issues. -- Leona 
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Union County Chapter OGS Officers and Committees 
 

OFFICERS: 
President – Brian Wade 

Email: brianwad@embarqmail.com 
Vice President – Calvin Wood 

Email:  C.Wood73@yahoo.com  
Treasurer – Nina Boerger 

Email: 9aboerger@gmail.com  
Recording Secretary - 

Marie Bouic 
Email: bouic1@midohio.net  
Corresponding Secretary - 

 David Gustafson 
Email: 

dave_gus@genealogybug.net  

COMMITTEES: 
Webmaster - Rebekah Headings 

Email: 
rebekahmary@chuckeryohio.com    

Librarian – Nancy Katzenbach 
Email: nkatzen@embarqmail.com  
Echoes Editor – Leona Gustafson 
Email: llgbug@genealogybug.net  

Queries – Nancy Katzenbach 
Email: nkatzen@embarqmail.com  

Membership Chairperson  
Leona Gustafson 

Email: llgbug@genealogybug.net  
Program Chairperson – Viola Hill 

Email: vihill@hotmail.com  
 

PIONEER COMMITTEE: 
Chairperson – 
Carol Mickley 

891 Catalpa Place 
Marysville, Ohio 43040 

Email: rmickley@columbus.rr.com  
Associate – Linda Prosser 

Associate – Leona Gustafson 
Send inquiries with a self addressed 

 and stamped envelope to: 
UCOGS Query Committee 

P.O. Box 438 
Marysville, Ohio 43040 
Non-members get the 

first query free 

UCCOGS News & Tidbits 
 
IMPORTANT:  Beginning with the January 15, 
2011 meeting the time for our monthly meetings 
will be changed to 10:00 A. M.  Also, the meetings 
will gradually take on a new look as they become 
more genealogy oriented.  Both of these changes 
are in response to our member responses to the 
member survey sent to those living near enough to 
attend meetings (see page 74). 

Newsletter schedule change—The Union Echoes 
will be arriving on a new schedule.  Beginning 
with the January-February 2011 issue the newslet-
ter will be mailed during the first week of odd 
numbered months (i.e. January, March, etc.).  This 
means that your next newsletter will arrive in Jan-
uary instead of February.  Your editor wants to 
thank Stephen Badenhop and Patty O’Connor 
for taking time from their busy schedules to write 
two articles in two months. 

Thanks were received from Ryan McDonnell, of 
the Marysville Public Library for our donation of 
the coming year’s subscription to Ancestry Library 
Edition and Heritage Quest.  Mr. McDonnell also 
thanked us for our purchase and donation of the 
latest microfilmed editions of the Marysville Trib-
une. 

The Ohio Historical Society sent a note of thanks 
for a $25 contribution that we made in the name of 
our February 2010 speaker, Rosalie Frazier, who 

refused payment for her wonderful presentation to 
our group. 

Many thanks are sent to Lane Stillings and 
Heath McKenzie, of the Marysville Parks De-
partment, who allowed Dave Gustafson to copy 
the Oakdale Cemetery interment records from Jan-
uary 1984 through October 2010 in order to update 
our published records.  It might be several months 
before the update is ready.  Watch for an an-
nouncement here. 

E-mail address change—Please, make a note our 
treasurer, Nina Boerger, has a new E-mail ad-
dress:  9aboerger@gmail.com 

 

New Acquisitions on the  
 Genealogy/Local History Shelves at the 

Marysville Public Library: 
 
The Pilgrim Migration: Immigrants to Plymouth 
Colony 1620-1633 by Robert Charles Anderson 
(Boston : Great Migration Study Project, New 
England Historic Genealogical Society, 2004)  
 
Address Book for Germanic Genealogy, sixth edi-
tion, by Ernest Thode (Baltimore, MD : 
Genealgical Pub., 1997) 
 
Both were contributed by Leona Gustafson. 
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Coming Events: 
 
Unless otherwise noted, all meetings are held at 
10:00 A. M. in the lower level meeting room at 
the Marysville Public Library, 231 Plum Street, 
Marysville. (Elevator inside back door.) 

 
December:  No meeting – Happy Holidays! 
 
January 15:  Derek S. Davey will present: “Re-
searching Those Elusive Maiden Names.” (See 
below) 
 
February 19: Saving Your Family Heirlooms 
(Rescheduled from September 13, 2009) Wesley 
Baumgaarden, Preservation Officer for The Ohio  

State University Libraries, will talk about steps 
you should take to preserve your family heirlooms 
in order to ensure they are around for generations 
to come. 
 
March 19:  Joe Donnermeyer speaking on the 
Amish of Union County. 
 
April 16:  To be announced. 
 
May 17:  Pioneer Banquet (Please note that this 
is a Tuesday evening.) 
 
June 18:  Pot Luck Picnic (rain or shine) to be 
held at the First Congregational United Church of 
Christ, 124 W. Sixth Street, Marysville beginning 
at 11:30 A. M. 

 

 
 

Our first meeting of the year will be held Satur-
day, January 15, 2011 at the  Marysville Public 
Library at 10:00 A. M.  Be sure to make a note of 
the new starting time. 

One of the most difficult problems faced by 
most family historians is finding maiden names.  
Our January speaker, Derek S. Davey, will ad-
dress that problem with his presentation, “Re-
searching Those Elusive Maiden Names.” 

Mr. Davey received his B. A. in History from 
the University of Toledo in 1985 and his Certifi-
cate of Genealogy from Boston University in May, 
2010.  He is a member of the Association of Pro-
fessional Genealogists-National and Great Lakes 
Chapter, the New England Historic Genealogical 
Society, the Ohio Genealogical Society, and the 
Genealogical Speakers Guild.  Most of Mr. 
Davey’s research is done in Northwestern Ohio.  
Here is what Mr. Davey tells us: 

 
“Genealogy for me began when I was thirteen 

years old.  I have always been interested in history 
and I found genealogy to be a natural progression 
from this interest.  When choosing a major in col-
lege History was a natural choice.  Through my 
course work and report writing I was able to better 
understand the methods to come to solid conclu-
sions.  It also taught the importance of sourcing 
information and sticking to detail. 

“For me genealogy was the most interesting 
puzzle that one could attempt to solve.  Fifteen 
years ago this spread to taking on projects for cli-
ents and completing their research problems.  
Through this I was able to find that I was good at 
the elements necessary to complete other folks’ 
genealogy.  My early days involved doing it the 
old fashioned way:  come up with a plan; consult 
with libraries, court houses, newspapers and ceme-
teries.  My skills interviewing members of clients’ 
families were also developed. 

“My background has been with using a variety 
of records that include census, land, military ser-
vice and pension records, church, vital, wills and 
probate packets, cemetery, immigration and natu-
ralization [records], city directories, tax lists, and 
newspapers.” 

 
Words of Wisdom . . . 

 
Anyone who stops learning is old, whether at 

twenty or eighty. Anyone who keeps learning stays 
young. The greatest thing in life is to keep your 
mind young.—Henry Ford 

 
Learning without thought is labor lost; thought 

without learning is perilous.—Confucius 
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UUnniioonn  CCoouunnttyy  SSqquuiirrrreell  HHuunntteerrss  

by Leona Gustafson 
 

In September 1862 word reached Union Major 
General Horatio Wright that Confederate troops 
had been ordered to capture Cincinnati and the 
nearby cities of Newport and Covington, Ken-
tucky.  General Lew Wallace was sent to defend 
Cincinnati and Covington.  At about the same time 
Ohio Governor David Tod left Columbus for Cin-
cinnati where he began making preparations for 
the expected attack.  Armed civilian volunteers 
from sixty-five of the eighty-eight counties and a 
few from other states poured into Cincinnati.  
Someone said that they looked like squirrel hunt-
ers—the name stuck.  In a matter of days 15,766 
armed men and boys reported for duty.  Of those 
112 were from Union County. 

The Confederates never reached the Ohio River 
and the volunteers were sent home. 

The names appearing below, and on the next 
page, were extracted from: Gerald M. Petty, 
compiler, Index of the Ohio Squirrel Hunters Ros-

ter (Petty’s Press, Printer, Columbus, 1984).  This 
book can be found at the Ohio Genealogical Socie-
ty library, call number: OHIO, 977.1, ML4561, 
and can be checked out by OGS members either in 
person or by mail.  The book is also available at 
the Ohio Historical Society Archives Library 
Reading Room (cannot be checked out), call num-
ber: R 929.3771, P4561, and the Columbus Metro-
politan Library, call number: 973.7471, P512i 
(cannot be checked out). 

 
NOTE:  

x Some names were probably spelled phonet-
ically; so use your imagination when look-
ing for your surnames of interest. 

x An asterisk (*) following the name indi-
cates that the veteran received pay in 1908 
or later for his service and was, therefore, 
still living. 

x The third column refers to the page in the 
official roster that lists the veteran. 

 
**************************** 

NAME RANK  PG 
 

NAME RANK PG 
 ARGO, D. S. PVT 104 

 
MITCHEL, Ross PVT 429 

AROWHOOD, W. W.* PVT 104 
 

MOFFETT, Jared* PVT 515 
AROWHOOD, John PVT 104 

 
MORROW, Anthony* 6 CPL 104 

BEEARD, D. PVT 104 
 

MORROW, William M.* PVT 515 
BEARD, F.* PVT 104 

 
MORSE, John* PVT 430 

BECK, Thomas* PVT 104 
 

MORSE, Ray G.* PVT 430 
BENNETT, John F. PVT 429 

 
MORSE, Wallace H. PVT 429 

BERINN, W. PVT 104 
 

MYERS, A. E.*  PVT 105 
BIDWELL, Joseph PVT 104 

 
NUFFMAN, A. W. PVT 105 

BIXBY, Joseph PVT 104 
 

NUFFMAN, John PVT 105 
BLAKE, A. A. PVT 104 

 
ORAHOOD, W. W.* PVT 104 

BLAND, Peter PVT 104 
 

PATRIGN, H. C. 3 SGT 104 
BLUE, Adam PVT 515 

 
PHILLIPS, Charles 5 CPL 104 

BLUE, William PVT 515 
 

PORTS, Absalom PVT 515 
BODKIN, Wm. C. PVT 104 

 
PRICE, John PVT 515 

BURNHAM, H. A. PVT 104 
 

RANDALL, Rodney PVT 515 
CARTER, C. N.  PVT 104 

 
REED, Allen PVT 105 

COBIT, John PVT 104 
 

REED, Croff* PVT 105 
COLLIER, Vechter F.* PVT 515 

 
REED, Samuel PVT 105 

COOK, John A. PVT 515 
 

RICHMOND, J. W. PVT 105 
CRANSTON, D. R. PVT 104 

 
ROBERTS, W. S.* PVT 515 

CRUSAN, Wyran PVT 104 
 

ROSS, Jos.* PVT 515 
CUNNINGHAM, Jas. PVT 515 

 
SANDS, A. PVT 105 
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CURRY, Adison PVT 104 
 

SCOTT, Samuel PVT 105 
DANFORTH, David 3 CPL 104 

 
SHERWOOD, A. M. 4 SGT 104 

DANFORTH, Hyram PVT 104 
 

SIDLE, John 2 LT? 515 
DEIL, W.* PVT 104 

 
SMITH, C. W.* PVT 105 

DILLAND, H. PVT 104 
 

SMITH, Harvey PVT 105 
DILLSARVER, Edward PVT 515 

 
SMITH, James PVT 105 

DIXON, Sam'l* PVT 104 
 

SMITH, R. B. PVT 105 
DOLBIERS, B. G. 4 CPL 104 

 
SMITH, Rufus 1 LT 104 

DORT, J. B. PVT 104 
 

SOUTHARD, Frank H.* PVT 515 
ERB, Charles 7 CPL 104 

 
SPERR, J. T. PVT 105 

FIELD, John PVT 515 
 

SPINDLE, Andrew* PVT 430 
FIELD, Richard CAPT 515 

 
SPINDLER, Andrew* PVT 430 

FLECH, W. N. 8 CPL 104 
 

STAMATS, Cyrus* PVT 515 
FLOWERS, J. W. PVT 105 

 
STAMATS, Harrison S.* PVT 515 

FRITZ, Jacob PVT 104 
 

STAMATS, Malchus* PVT 515 
FULLINGTON, Charles CAPT 104 

 
STEVENS, Justin PVT 105 

GILLASPIE, J. H. PVT 105 
 

STEWART, G. PVT 105 
GOTH, John PVT 105 

 
STUBERT, Wm. 1 SGT 515 

GRISWOLD, O.* 1 CPL 104 
 

TELTMER, Joseph 5 SGT 104 
HARRIS, David J.* PVT 515 

 
TEMPLE, George* PVT 515 

HILL, A. Y. PVT 105 
 

TURNER, V. PVT 105 
HOPKINS, J. M. PVT 105 

 
TURNER, W. PVT 105 

KIMBERLY, Frederick PVT 429 
 

VANESS, J. PVT 105 
LAPE, Zachariah PVT 429 

 
VOREE, J. H. PVT 105 

LINMAN, R. B. 2 LT 104 
 

WALKE, Isaac PVT 105 
McCRACKIN, Isaac W.* PVT 515 

 
WALKER, A. PVT 105 

McCUNE, Zachariah* PVT 429 
 

WESTHEIMER, Nathan P.* PVT 515 
McVEY, Harrison* PVT 515 

 
WILCOX, J. B. PVT 106 

MARVIN, John* PVT 105 
 

WILKINS, B. PVT 105 
MATHER, Thomas 1 LT 515 

 
WILLCOX, Wm. PVT 430 

MEARS, J. M. PVT 105 
 

WINDLE, Joseph PVT 430 
MEEKER, Albert PVT 105 

 
WISE, Samuel* PVT 105 

MILLER, Harison* PVT 105 
 

WOOD, A. G.*  OR 104 
 

Go to Ohio History Central at  www.ohiohistorycentral.org/entry.php?rec=635 to read more online.  Further 
reading sources are recommended there.  Very little seems to be available on this specific topic, though a 
few items are available at the Ohio Historical Society Archives Library and at the Columbus Metropolitan 
Library at the Main branch.  Marysville Library has nothing specifically related to the Squirrel Hunters. 
 

**************************** 
 

Union County Court of Common Pleas 
February AD 1829, Volume 1, page 69 

 
Extracted by Ginny Smith 

 
Here came Samuel Robinson, Executor of the es-
tate of Samuel Kirkpatrick . . . accounts and 
vouchers filed last term were approved. 

It appearing to the Court that Nicholas Hathaway, 

Reuben Mann and Ira Wood are regular practic-
ing physicians and surgeons within the county, it is 
ordered that each . . . be assessed with a tax of five 
dollars for the ensuing year. 

Reuben A. Mann, John Gabriel, and Silas G. 
Strong were appointed Examiners of Common 
Schools of this county and the Clerk is ordered to 
notify them of their appointment without delay. 
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From the Union County Archives 
Stephen Badenhop 

Records Center & Archives Coordinator 
Union County Archives 

128 South Main Street, Suite 114 
Marysville, OH 43040 
Phone: (937)-645-4177 

Fax: (937)-645-4173 

CASE FILES – CRIMINAL (1820-2005) 
 

These records are arranged numerically by 
case and contain the original documentation in 
criminal court proceedings including: indictment 
by the grand jury, entry of plea, subpoenas of wit-
nesses, appointment of counsel, findings of the ju-
ry and/or court, sentence, and cost bill.  It may also 
contain miscellaneous motions for suppression of 
evidence, dismissal of charges, directed verdict of 
acquittal or new trial with briefs and memoranda in 
support of the motion, rulings of the court in these 
motions, and a notice of appeal.  There is a com-
puterized index from 1820 to 1912, a paper index 
from 1913 to 1989, and the clerk of courts Website 
contains a computerized index from 1990 to pre-
sent.  See:  

The importance of these records for genealo-
gists, if they are willing to look into the possible 
dark sides of their families, is that these records 
show criminal proceedings.  They contain infor-
mation about the charges filed, by whom the com-
plaint was made, and the verdict of the court as 
well as possible sentencing.  These records show 
the location of an individual at a particular time, 
their occupation if relevant to the charges levied, 
and in some instances delve into the character and 
lifestyle of the accused. 

These records originate from the common 
pleas court and are maintained by the clerk of 
courts.  The Ohio Constitution of 1802 provided 
for the creation of a court of common pleas in each 
county with jurisdiction in criminal matters.  The 
Ohio Supreme Court from this date until 1851 also 
possessed both original and appellate jurisdiction 
in criminal cases, so some cases may be found in 
Ohio Supreme Court records.  In subsequent years 
the District, Circuit and then Appeals Court was 
placed as an intermediary appellate court for crim-
inal matters between the Common Pleas and Su-
preme Courts.  Cases files related to those various 
appellate courts can be found in those respective 
courts case files, which are also kept at the Union 

County Records Center and Archives. 
 
 

 

 

 

In the next issue Mr. Badenhop will devote 
nearly five pages to the background and history 
of the Union County Home.
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Member Survey 

 
In early September a survey was mailed to six-

ty-four members who live within a fifty mile radi-

us of Marysville.  The main purpose for taking the 
survey was an attempt to find a way to make the 
monthly meeting more meaningful to members 
that live close enough to attend.  We were also in-
terested in learning if changing the time, day of the 
week, and/or location of the meeting might en-
courage more members to attend.  As I write this, 
thirty-six surveys have been returned. 

Basically, we learned that most members who 
do not attend the meetings are unable to attend un-
der any circumstances.  Several members were 
very honest and told us that the meetings have not 
been on topics that interested them or filled their 
needs as family historians.  Only four members 
said that they would be more likely to attend if the 
day was changed.  We did find out that most 
members want more emphasis placed on various 
research topics and on computer genealogy. 

Your editor was particularly interested in learn-
ing what the members want as the results should 
assist in choosing topics for the Union Echoes.  If 
you would like to add your interests to that of your 
fellow members, just fill out the following survey 
(adapted from that one sent to nearby members) 
and return it to: 

 
Union County Chapter, OGS Survey 
P. O. Box 438 
Marysville, Ohio 43040-0438 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
I would like to see more emphasis on (please number each in order of importance to you): 
  
 ____ Military research 
 ____ Research in court records 
 ____ Preservation of documents 
 ____ Unusual and/or often overlooked sources 
 ____ Pioneer life & times 
 ____ Cemetery research 
 ____ Photographing tombstones 
 ____ Ethnic research 
 ____ Research in church records 
 ____ Researching records in other countries 
 ____ Computer genealogy 
  ____ Using the Internet 
   ____ Different family history programs (i.e. PAF, Family Tree Maker, Roots) 
  ____ What’s available & where? 
  ____ Free and Fee (pros and cons) 
 ____ More emphasis on history as it involves our Union County heritage 
 ____ Other (please explain using a separate sheet) 
 

Book Review 
By Patty O’Connor 

Head of Adult Services & Reference 
Marysville Public Library 

937-642-1876, ext. 32 
poconnor@marysvillelib.org 

 
The Blood Detective by Dan Waddell 

 
Scotland Yard is stumped by a series of grue-

some murders in London. The one thing that con-
nects them is a series of numbers and letters 
carved into each corpse – which turns out to be 
the index number for an 1879 death certificate. 
Genealogist Nigel Barnes is brought in as a con-
sultant on the case and the race is on to connect 
the modern day murders to the 1879 case before 
more lives are lost. Any genealogist will be able 
to relate to Nigel’s search of censuses, vital rec-
ords and newspapers. This is a fast-paced police 
procedural that will keep you interested until the 
end. 

This book is available at the Marysville Public 
Library: call number F WAD MYSTERY. 

mailto:poconnor@marysvillelib.org
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Recent Library Visitors 

Visitor’s 
Name Address 

 
E-Mail 

 
Surnames 

Virginia Smith Plain City, OH vsmit8@columbus.rr.com GREEN 

Mary L. Duke 5296 Reef Lane 
Temple, TX 76502 

mld71124@dukenet.us  COBB, MOORE 

Pamela Marks 714 E. 7th St. 
Marysville, OH 43040 

tpmarks2002@yahoo.com 
LEMASTER, CONKLIN, 
MARKS, ALDRICH, 
GRAHAM, COURTNEY 

Donna J. Wills Newark, OH dw54dw@windstream.net 
 

MCMAHON, MUMMEY, 
RITTER, SPICER 

Roberta J. Brown-
Miller 

312 W. 9th St 
Marysville, OH 

RobbieB27@yahoo.net  BROWN, KRAMER, KENT, 
COOPERIDER, SPARKS 

Ned Sharp Lincoln, NE sharpened@neb.rr.com  SHARP, RICHEY,  
RITTENHOUSE 

Pat Marshall 7455 Dover Ct. 
Riverdale, GA 30274 pamarsha_2000@yahoo.com  GARDNER, 

 RITTENHOUSE 

Sharon Robinson 17355 Lakeview Dr 
Vandalia, MI 49095 sandjrobinson@earthlink.net  ROBINSON 

C. Evans  mryevans@aol.com  EVANS, JACKSON, DAVIS 

Dale Moore  rock022@msn.com MOORE, WELLER 

Bob Cody Columbus, OH bobcody35@yahoo.com CODY, POWERS, 
GRIGSBY 

Lesley Phillips Marysville, OH LesleyPhillips@yahoo.com MORSE 

Lynn Baldwin 143 Anderson Av 
Plain City, OH 43064 kbaldwin7@columbus.rr.com  EVERSOLE, WARD, 

MCCUNE, DURBAN 

Billene Nicol Marysville, OH bj@family-forest.net STATLER, SWARTZLE, 
BARD, CLINE 

Donna Giles 160 Fall River Dr. 
Folsom, CA 95630  DUVALL, DUVAL,  

WALLY, WALLEY 
Connie & Larry 
Minor Delaware, OH larry@from_ohio.com DILSAVER 

Chris Carlson Portland, OR chrisrmcarlson@gmail.com SMART, ROBINSON 

 
The following was sent to me by Jeanne Haynes: 
 
WHAT KIND OF A MEMBER ARE YOU? 
 
1. Some members are like wheelbarrows - not 
good unless pushed. 
2. Some are like kites - if you don't keep a string 
on them, they'll fly away. 
3. Some are like canoes - they need to be paddled. 
4. Some are like kittens - they are more content 
when petted. 
5. Some are like footballs - you can't tell which 
way they will bounce next. 

6. Some are like balloons - full of wind and likely 
to blow up unless handled carefully. 
7. Some are like trailers - no good unless pulled. 
8. Some are 100% members in regular attendance 
and very cooperative. 

WHICH ARE YOU? 
 
 

 

mailto:mld71124@dukenet.us
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October Meeting 
by Marie Bouic 

 

 
Joe Besecker 

 
Vi Hill, program chair, introduced our speaker, 

Joe Besecker, director of the Johnny Appleseed 
Society.  Mr. Besecker is a former member of the 
faculty at Urbana University where the Johnny 
Appleseed Museum is located in Bailey Hall, the 
oldest building on the campus. Mr. Besecker has 
made sixty trips gathering information on Johnny 
Appleseed.  Mr. Besecker gave a slide presentation 
of the places he had visited, monuments, towns, 
parks, schools, and festivals honoring Mr. Apple-
seed. 

Johnny Appleseed was born John Chapman in 
1790 in Leominster, Massachusetts to Nathanial 
and Elizabeth Chapman.  His father was a car-
penter and served as a Minuteman who fought in 
the Revolutionary War.  John’s mother and infant 
brother died while his father was serving in the 
war.  John and a sister lived with their grandpar-
ents until his father came home.  Nathaniel Chap-
man remarried and had ten more children.   

John came west at the age of 18.  His family 
eventually came and settled in Dearth City, Ohio 
near Caldwell.  Johnny Appleseed had a nursery 
near Middleburg where he started seedlings.  Some 
of the seedlings became orchards planted in both 
eastern and western Champaign County.  Mr. 

Besecker is still looking for evidence that Johnny’s 
seedling were used in Union County orchards.  
Johnny Appleseed was a friend of Milo Williams, 
the first president of Urbana University and plant-
ed orchards on the university property.  John was a 
businessman, peacemaker, pioneer, librarian, natu-
ralist, environmentalist, nurseryman, farmer, medi-
cal man, patriot, educator, peacemaker, communi-
cator and missionary for the Church of the New 
Jerusalem or Swedenborgian Church, 

John would get his seeds from cider mills and 
start his orchards on two to four acres of land that 
he purchased along creeks.  He would then sell the 
seedlings to the pioneers, share stories, and pass 
out religious tracts. He was a good earner and had 
accumulated 1,200 acres of land and orchards at 
the time of his death. 

Apples were very important in the pioneer's 
lives as they would last all year round if buried.   
They could be dried, made into cider that was used 
to make cider vinegar in which various foods were 
preserved.  

Rambo was the type of apple trees he planted.  
The oldest living tree planted by Johnny Apple-
seed is about 170 years old and is located in Ash-
land County.  Trees taken from that tree are plant-
ed around the museum in Urbana. 

John never married or had a permanent home 
and his land was scattered over Ohio and as far as 
Ft. Wayne Indiana where he died in 1845.   

In 1950’s Governor Lausche dedicated the 
Johnny Appleseed Highway from Toledo to Pome-
roy on Routes 33, 31, 68 and 25.  Portions of the 
highway run through Union County (Rt. 31 to Rt. 
33). 

The Johnny Appleseed Museum, located at 579 
College Way, Urbana, OH.  Phone: (937) 484-
1368 is open from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m., Tuesday thru 
Friday and Saturday from Noon until 4 p.m.  See 
more at: 
http://www.urbana.edu/index.php/alumni_and_frie
nds/appleseed_society/museum/  

  

 

http://www.urbana.edu/index.php/alumni_and_friends/appleseed_society/museum/
http://www.urbana.edu/index.php/alumni_and_friends/appleseed_society/museum/
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November Meeting 
By Marie Bouic & David Gustafson 

 
Nineteen members were in attendance when Robert 

(Bob) Parrott, member of the Union County Chapter, 
OGS and president of the Union County Historical So-
ciety, and Stephen Badenhop, Coordinator  of the Un-
ion County Records Center & Archives, both enter-
tained and informed. 

Stephen has 80% of the old records cataloged and 
placed.  He is the best source in the county to find Un-
ion County information.  He is also the archivist for the 
Union County Historical Society.  He has completed 
the Dr. Holmes collection of the Plain City area, the 
Dana Williams collection containing correspondence 
and pictures during his time as a World War I soldier, 
and old records of Millcreek Township. 

Records that are not stored at the Union County Ar-
chives are the County Engineer records that include 
plat maps, road information and ditch information.  The 
Probate Court has marriage, some naturalization rec-
ords, wills, estates, births and deaths and Civil War ex-
cuses in their office. They are housed in the same build-
ing as the Archives.  The Recorders office has deeds, 
mortgages and military records.  Only military records 
older than 75 years can be viewed. 

Stephen found he was missing records and  was able 
to get 120 bound volumes and 5 – 6 cubic feet of files 
from the Ohio Historical Society.  He has since been 
able to track down other missing books.   

Records that can be found at the Union County 
Records Center & Archives are tax records including 
Real Estate from 1824 – 1991, personal property Rec-
ords 1826-1931 and re-appraisal records, 1825, 1840, 
1846, 1853, 1859, 1870, 1880, 1890, 1900, 1910, 1925, 
1930, 1937, 1943 & 1949.  The Auditor’s set of Tax 
Duplicates is complete.  The Personal Property Tax or 
Chattel Tax was assessed  on everyone who owned 
livestock and lived in the county.  Re-appraisal records 
are helpful when researching a property to find when a 
house was built or buildings added to the property. 

Vital records that are available are: Registry of 
Births from 1857-.  They were then dropped until 1867 
when births had to be recorded.  Marriage returns from 
1832 – 2003 are available, some where the license 
came from another county.   

The 1860 Original Census records are available, and 
Enumeration Records from 1843, 1847, 1851, 1855, 
1859 and 1899 are available.  They were a mini census 
used to count males 21 and older living in the county to 
aid in Congressional Re-districting. 

Naturalization Records from 1820–1859 and 1906-
1920 are available.  When the husband was naturalized 
the wife was automatically a citizen of the U.S. until 
1922 after which she also had to be naturalized.   

The Commissioners Journals from 1820-1994, 41 

volumes, are complete and in the Archives.  Common 
Pleas Court Records available are:  Divorce from 1820-
1991, Chancery from 1820-1860, Civil from 1820-2007 
and Criminal 1820-2005.  Stephen has indexed the di-
vorce records from 1820-1950 and has found the cases 
to be very graphic up to 1940’s.  Chancery Records are 
records where there was no will and specify how the 
estate and was divided up.  Stephen is currently work-
ing on the Criminal Index from 1820-1927. They list 
the individual and the crime.   

Other records stored at the Archives are Coroner In-
quest files from 1820-1989.  Voter Abstract Book from 
1820-1889; 13 volumes of Survey records, County 
Home Records from 1867-1974, Children’s Home 
Records from 1884-1967, Jail Registers from 1874-
1994 and 24 boxes of County Records from the Histor-
ical Society.  

Another set of records Bob Parrott said you should 
check out are Final Payment Vouchers that were filed 
when a pensioner or his spouse passed away and the 
family could request a final payment. These are filed 
from the state where the pensioner lived.  The family 
had to prove how they were related and they list family 
members.  These are available from the National Ar-
chives but are being indexed and put online.   

Stephen pointed out that other counties records 
should correspond with most of what Union County has 
available.   

Stephen is available at the County Archives on 
Monday and Wednesday from 8:30 – 12:00 noon and 
1:00 until 4:00 p.m. and Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
by chance. He also writes retention record schedules for 
county offices and disposes of old records not useful to 
anyone. 

 

 
 

       Stephen Baden Hop and Bob Parrott
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Bigelow Bridge/Darby Plains Historical Marker Dedicated 
 
Several descendants of Eliphaz Bigelow, early Un-

ion County resident (See Mar-Apr 2010, page 22) were 
guests at the dedication of the Bigelow Bridge/Darby 
Plains historical marker on Saturday, October 29. 

The bridge is located just north of State Route 161 
on Ax Handle Road and spans Little Darby Creek.  It 

was built by Rueben Partridge in 1873 and is not far 
from the house built by Eliphaz Bigelow on the south 
side of 161.  Ruth Bigelow Stewart grew up in the 
“Bigelow House” and remembers playing on the bridge 
as a child. 

 

 
 

Descendants of Eliphaz Bigelow--back from left: Ninette Sprouse, Charlene Bigelow Sutak daughter of Russell 
& Maritza Bigelow, Shirley Bigelow, Angie Katzenbach Beaver, Russell Bigelow.  In front are: Maritza Bige-
low, Ruth Bigelow Stewart, and Nancy Stewart Katzenbach.—Photo by James “Jim” Katzenbach. 
 

BIGELOW BRIDGE 
Ax Handle Road. 

Constructed in 1873, the Bigelow Bridge spans ap-
proximately 100 feet across Little Darby Creek.  Rue-
ben Partridge built the superstructure at a cost of 
$12.50 per linear foot ($1,500).  Bercupile & Snell built 
the masonry foundation at a cost $7.00 per perch (a 
perch is approximately 25 cubic feet).  Partridge built 
bridges throughout Union County and the surrounding 
area from 1866 until his death in 1900.  The covered 
bridge is named for Eliphas Bigelow, an early resident 
of Union County, who built the nearby Bigelow House 
on the south side of Post Road (SR 161) in 1846.  Un-
ion County Engineer employees rehabilitated the bridge 

from 1989 to 1991 by installing a new support system.  
The Partridge trusses currently carry only the weight of 
the original bridge.  The rehabilitation project received 
the 1992 Engineered Timber Bridge Award from the 
National Forest Products Association. 

 
******************** 

The Darby Plains portion of the historical marker is 
on the other side and is dedicated to the fertile area, 
called Darby Plains, that surrounds the bridge.  This 
area was settled by members of the New Light Chris-
tian Church who moved to this location from New Eng-
land.
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Cemetery Updates 
Done by David & Leona Gustafson 

 
Entries shown with an asterisk (*) are correc-

tions to the published readings.  Underlined entries 
are out “best guess.”  The book that contain the 
cemetery readings are noted in italics along with 
the year it was published and page numbers. 

Photographs of all gravestones can be found 
on my Web site: 

 www.genealogybug.net/uninon_cems 
 
 

 
MAPLE DELL CEMETERY, Leesburg Township (Photographed November 6, 2009) 
Dover ~ Jackson ~ Leesburg ~ Millcreek Townships Cemetery Records (1986), pages 92 – 97. 
Concluded from September-October issue. 
 
LAMBERT Chester G, Jr “J” 4 Feb 1950 5 Sep 2008 GYSGT US Marine Corps 
LAMBERT Donna F. 3 Nov 1949 blank m. 1 Apr 1958, Chester G. Jr. 
LYON Goldia M. 1911 2004  
MATHER Harold B. 1898 1986  
 Bernice D. 1902 1991  
MIKESELL Gene Crawford 19 Jul 1939 16 Apr 1987 CPL US Air Force, Korea 
 Lois J. 1945 blank  
MOFFETT Floyd A. 1934 2007  
 Clarice E. 1930 1991  
 Mary Kay 1965 1965  
 Betty E. 1932 blank  
 Harriet 1913 2001  
ORE Eliza 27 Jul 1904 28 Apr 1984  
SULLIVAN Charles F. 15 Nov 1942 29 May 2002  
 Sharon L. 21 Jan 1950 blank  

____________________________________________________________________ 
 

FIFTY YEARS AGO 
A REVIEW OF SOME OF THE OLDTIME 

BUSINESS FIRMS 
(MARYSVILLE TRIBUNE JULY 20, 1898) 

(Continued from last issue) 
------------------- 

Editor’s note:  I want to thank Bo Johnstone 
of the Union County Historical Society for 
locating the following article for me.  I wanted to 
honor some of our early ancestors and their 
occupations.  The original article appeared on two 
pages, plus a partial column of the newspaper. 

------------------- 
Hamer and Wilson was another firm doing 

business in Marysville fifty years ago [1848].  
They carried on a general store , and “flattered” 
theselves on their low prices.  They bought all 
kinds of produce, and guaranteed their selling 
prices to be “as low as they are sold in Delaware, 
columbus or any other town in Ohio.”  They 
advertised brass clocks, something new, lasting.  
They close their advertising by saying:  “We deem 

it unnecessary to enumerate our 50 and 40 cent 
dress patters and 15 cent shirts, knowing that if 
sold one week we would have to buy them back 
the following spring as paper rags.” 

Crisswell & Tidd announced they had formed 
a partnership to carry on the tailoring business at 
the old stand in Marysvill, opposite R. Pickett’s 
store.  They claimed their work “unsurpassed in 
style and durability,” and warranted everything, 
cutting done on short notice, and on liberal terms.  
Butter, eggs and produce taken in payment. 

W. T. Brophy, who is remembered by our 
older citizens, also advertised himself as a “Fash-
ionable Tailor,” on N. W. corer of public square. 

P. B. Cole was one of the leading attorneys, and 
advertised that all business entrusted to him would 
receive dilligent attention. 

S. A. Cherry was another who asked a portion 
of the public patronage in the tailoring business. 
His place of business was two doors south of   

 
(Continued next page) 

http://www.genealogybug.net/uninon_cems
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Continued from previous page)  

Pickett’s store.  About the earliest recolletion of 
the writer concerning business interests of Marys-
ville, was the tailor shop of Mr. Cherry.  It was he 
who measured us for our first pair of trousers and 
roundabout [a short close-fitting jacket].  It was a 
proud day for us.  He conducted his establishment 
until his sixties, and then retired to other business. 

M. Beach & Rose advertised that they had 
located in the town of Milford for the purpose of 
manufacturing “Gents’ Boots and Shoes.”  They 
announced that all persons wishing to purchase 
military boots—Welington style, will please to 

call. 
William Skinner, it seems, was the largest 

advertiser in the town.  He conducted the “New 
York Store,” and it was a general store.  He sold 
everything at the very losest prices for ready pay, 
and emphasized the latter with capital letters.  He 
advertised cast steel axes for $1.00; brown muslin, 
6¼ cents per yard; best coffee, 10 cents per pound; 
Juniata nails, 6¼ cents per pound; pants and trim-
mings, dress patterns, 50 cents.  He wanted 10,000 
pounds of butter, and impressed on the people not 
to make any mistake and get into the wrong place. 

 
(Continued next issue) 

 

Vergil Zurcher Long Photo Collection 

 
Peoria, Ohio – Grades 1 thru 4 - Vergil Zurcher at age 16 with her first students. 

 
Back Row (Left to Right): 
Earl ? Hoppes, George Henry Sanderson, Leo Jewell, Francis Laird, Alfred? Ross, Paul Gordon, 
Waldo Rogers, Myron Tobey, Chester Forbes, Hazel Anderson, Mildred Sarver 
 
Middle Row: 
William ? Brake, Cecil Hoppes, Eddie Bell, Thelma Shaw, Helen Sarver, Crystal Jackson, Leota 
Clark, Esther Herd 
 
Front Row: 
Jacob Sarver, Marion Turner, Freda Ross, Helen Pratt, Marie Adams, Clara Mobley, Esther 
Printz, Anna Opphile, Andrew Opphile, Elizabeth Sarver 
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