
 

Union County Chapter, O.G. S., P. 0. Box 438, Marysville, OH. 43040, holda 
its meetings Third Tuesday, Monthly, at Marysville Public Library Meeting 
Room, Lower Level, 231 Plum St., Marysville, OH. (Elevator inside rear 
door) Time: 7:00 P. M. 

OFFICERS: PUBLICATIONS 
President -- Donald W. DeGood INDEX 1877 ATLAS, 44pp., $4 
Vice Pres. -- Julia Yoder INFIRMARY, UNION COUNTY, OHIO 
Treasurer -- David Markley 1867-1961, 2nd printing, $5 
Secretary -- Mary Seslar UNION ECHOES, 6 Issues, Index 
Con. Sec. -- Dorothy McKitrick 1986-1990 -- $5.00 per year 

1991-1993 -- $7.00 per year 
INQUIRIES to Edit Committee: CEMETERY RECORDS: 
P. 0. Box 438 Claibournhe Township, 156 pp., $7 
Marysville, OH. 43040 Darby-Jerome Twp., 160 pp., $7 
Non-members, 1 query free Dover-Jackson-Leesburg-Millcreek 

Twps., 134 pp., $6 
COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN: Liberty-Paris-Taylor-Washington Twps. 
Hospitality -- Arlene Perkins 164 pp., $7 
Inquiries -- Dick Seslar Oakdale Cem. in Marysville, 
(2 VOL.) $15 
Library -- Margaret Markley Union-Allen Twps., 116 pp., $6 
Echoes Coordinator --Ila LaRue York Township, 135 pp., $6 

A Message from the President: 
The May meeting was a tour of the renovated Union County Court House. Commissioner 

Glen Irwin was our host. It is a very impressive improvement. The June meeting will be 
the annual picnic and church history. This year we are going to Richwood, OH. to the 
Community United Calvary Church on E. Ottawa St. We plan to eat at the park at Richwood 
at 6 PM, then go to the church. Our July meeting is our field trip! We plan to go to 
Mansfield O.G.S. Library. Meet at K-Mart on N. Main St., Marysville at 8:00 A.M. to 
carpool. We will brown bag it for lunch. We are making plans to furnish volunteers to be 
at the county offices archives room. If interested let us know. August meeting will be 
back at the Library at Marysville at regular time. Speaker is to be Marge Waterfield. 
Her subject will be "Do you Have a Bad Case of Genealogy Block? Ten Ways to Overcome 
It." 
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QUERIES: 

FLECK Query by Sue Creech, 414 Canady St., Clayton, NC 27520, who is seeking any 
information about John Fleck and his wife Mary Abrahims living in or near New 
California in the mid-1800's. 

KINNEY Carl Dunn, 1908 River St., Burlington, IA, 52601 needs any information about  
the descendants of George S. Kinney (son of William Kinney and Martha King 
who were married February 24, 1840 in Union County). 

FORD A query by Eliza P. Ruden, 328 E. Ridge Village Dr., Miami, FL 33157 asks for 
early newspaper obituaries about James G. Ford, who died October 11, 1890 in 
Illinois, but was taken to Ohio for burial. His wife Elizabeth H. died November 7, 
1855 and is buried in Buxton Cemetery, Dover Township. 

BISHOP Query by William H. Scott, 235 Decker St., Mansfield, PA 16933 who wants any 
WAGONER information about Fenley (1799-1860) and his wife Nancy Bishop, as well as for 

John (1787-??) and his wife Nancy Wagoner. Both families were residents of 
Jerome Township in the mid-1800's. The Bishops are buried in Franklin County, 
but the writer does not know where the Wagoners are buried. 

NORTH William H. Rose, 10 Walnut Creek Rd., Pinehurst, NC 28374 would appreciate 
any information about Samson J. North (born November 30, 1835) and his wife 
Zelpah (b August 7, 1841) who, the writer believes, were both born in Marysville. 

DRAKE Lana Irelan, 8865 Lincoln St., Savage, MD 20763 is searching for information 
ROBB about Daniel Drake (buried in New Mill Cemetery) as well as Robb, Martin, 
Skid- 
MARTIN more, Wheeler, Orahood and Baughan (Baughn) 
SKIDMORE 
WHEELER 
ORAHOOD 
BAUGHAN 

SPEERS Query by James W. Driver, 18 Walloomsac Rd., Old Bennington, VT 05201 who 
eeds parentage and origin for both James Speers who married Sarah Ev Elizabeth 
Wingfield in Union County in 1844 

HOLYCROSS Query by member #207 Judy P. Gray, P. 0. Box 2517, Longmont, CO 
DECKER 80502-2517 who would like correspondence on Holycross, Decker and Reams. 
REAMS William Holycross married Amy Andrews in Union Co. in 1826, son Isaac 
married 
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QUERIES, CONT. 

HOLYCROSS,ETC. Adeline Minerva Decker, and their daughter married Geroge W, Reans 
ca 1894, in Union County. 

CIRCUS Query by member #438 Mary M. Spencer, 58 Zollars Ave., Buffalo, NY 14220 
DRAPER needs information about the visits of the J. R. Robinson circus to Marysville  
LEFFLER and vicinity in 1887, 1888, 1889; Mrs. Draper who was living in Piqua in 1924; 

Brian Draper (ca 1915); Elizabeth Leffler who married Michael Ell. 

PRICE Query by Sara Finnicum, 2297 Roswell Rd. S. W., Carrollton, OH 44615 who  
is in need of a document that specifically states that James Price is a son of 
Thomas Price who married Sarah Rippeth in the 1830's and moved from Carroll 
Co. to Union Co., Thomas died Feb. 12, 1856 and is buried in Tuscarawas Co., 
but arah died September 6, 1840 and is buried here in Union Co. in the 
Somersville cemetery in York township. 

BALLARD Herman C. Ballar, 226 Pleasant St., Xenia, OH 45385-2318 is looking for any 
information about Justice H. Ballard. Justice is listed in both the 1910 and 1920 
census in Leesburg Township. 

SCHEIDERER Lois R. Barr, 1000 Urlin Ave., Unit #1005, Columbus, OH 43212 is 
seeking 
GOESZ information about John G. Scheiderer (1815-1882); the parents of Melchoir 
LOEFLER Goesz (1802-1880); and a John Loefler (Leffler). 

MORSE Peggy H. Lockard, 2901 E. Mabel St., Tucson, AZ 85716 is in need of infor- 
GREENE martion about Pryssilla M. Morse who was born in Union Co., in January 1838 
as 

well as her grnadparents Joseph Morse Jr. and Renuia Greene who were both born 
in Pickaway Co., but died in Union Co., he in 1826, Renuia in 1845. 

ASKINS Query by June Askins, 473 Sycamore Lane, Haines City, FL 33844, who needs 
information that can be found or is known about the family of George W. and 
Emily R. Askins, married in Union Co. February 10, 1868. 

*************************** 
SHERK/SHERRICK/SHIRK FAMILY ASSOCIATION REUNION to be held July 15-
16, 1994 at Greencroft Senior Center, Goshen, IN. Descendants of Scherich, Scharck, 
Schirg, Scherg, Sherrock, Shork, Sherg and many more different spellings are invited. If 
interested, Contact John Shirk-Lantoga Farms, 3000 Butter Rd., Lititz, PA. 17543. 
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LIBRARY NEWS: New additions to our library 

BISHOP/BISCHOFF FAMILY 1747-1993 
WEAVER/WEFFER FAMILY 1723-1993 
BURNS/BORN FAMILY 1696/1993 
GASE/GOESS 1801-1993, AND SCHALIP/SCHOENLIB FAMILIES 1891-1993 
WEAVER/WEFFER FAMILY GROUP SHEETS, 1723-1993 

Tese fine 3-ring binders of the above families were compiled and given to the chapter by Edward Kemp, 
1930 Woodcliff, Troy, OH. 45373. 

A GIFT OF MEMORIES FROM GRANDMA-A VISIT WITH GRANDMA, Clara Barbara Rausch Burns, 
compiled by the descendants of Clara and Art Burns. 

GODS FAMILY AT ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH, ESTABLISHED 1893, CHUCKERY, OHIO. 
Family trees of church members and list of burial plots in St. Paul Cemetery. Indexed. Family Tree 
Committee do St. Paul Lutheran Church, 7960 St. Rt. 38, Mildord Center, OH. 43045. Donated by Lyndean 
Agner, 13168 Maple Ridge Road, Milford Center, OH. 43045. 

CLERMONT COUNTY, OHIO 1. Atlas and History 1870 
2. Wills, Estates and Guardianships 1800-1851 (an index) 
3. A substitute census 1798-1812 
4. Revolutionary War Veterans Vol. I 

All compiled by Aileen M. Whitt, CGRS, New Richmond, OH. Gift from Alberta Bailey, Plain City, OH. 

1879 CENSUS INDEX, MADISON COUNTY, OHIO, 1993. Extracted by Berthenia Davis Herman. 

HISTORY OF THE GRAHAM FAMILY, compiled and donated by Margaret Main Bouic. 

AUGLAIZE COUNTY, OHIO MARRIAGE RECORDS BOOKS 1-7 (1848-1899) Compiled by Elmer C. 
Spain, donated by ? 

HARDIN COUNTY, OHIO, MARION TOWNSHIP CEMETERY INSCRIPTION. Published by Hardin Co. 
Chapter O.G.S. 

OKLAHOMA GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY QUARTERLY, by Oklahoma Gen. Soc., gift of member Alma 
Benedict. 

The Union County Historical Society has about 60 years worth of obituaries-1903-1960. Virginia Jewel, 
Arlene Perkins and Margaret Markley are assembling these in binders for the Historical Society library, 
copying and making ready for our 3 x 5 files in the Marysville Library. This is a time-consuming task, but a 
great genealogical addition to both libraries. 

The Union County Historical Society museum and library have opened for the summer, each Thursday 
afternoon from 1:00-4:00 P.M. 

If you have not sent your 1994 dues to the chapter, the April 1994 issue of Union Echoes is the last which you 
will receive. Please check your label, which will tell if you have paid for 1994. 
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Secretary's report: 

Anyone who missed the March 15 meeting missed Mary Bowman's pointers on "Using Newspapers for 
Genealogical Research." Finding these old newspapers is oftern difficult andthe bound copies fragile to 
handle, but if you are lucky, they have been microfilmed. 

It is important to scan everything in the paper because obituaries were printed on any page, or society columns 
might contain clues. Persistence and speedy skimming help, and the items may be printed weeks after the 
events. Mrs. Bowman reported that often, in Southern papers, important family connections may be printed in 
the society columns, as families gathered for ceremonies and family events. 

These old newspapers were started up, and often died out, wherever people settled in numbers, and gave the 
only contemporary records of early life on the edge of the moving frontiers. The speaker suggested looking 
at papers in the area where the people came from, and if nothing is found, look at papers where they died, as 
some of the family often remained there. 

Even if there were several papers in the area, it was recommended to look in all of them, as the coverage was 
influenced by politics, religion, or some bias of the editor of the time. One other bit of advice by this reviewer; 
keep a prominent note of what the purpose of your particular search purpose was. It is easy to be detoured by 
other interesting items in these old papers. 

Tamara Lowe, Union County Treasurer, told us about the work of her office at the April 19 meeting. It is 
clear the work load has changed and increased a great deal since Richard Gabriel was the first Treasurer in 
1823. 

The earliest handwritten records for the 1840's are stored in the new Archives space in the lower level of the 
County Offices Building on Sixth Street. It is unknown why the records are missing for the Civil War years. 

Everything in the Treasurer's office is now on computers, which makes it easier to handle the increased 
workload, as the number of parcels increases every time a farm or two are divided into many building lots for 
homes. Thousands of parcels are tax exempt, she stated, because of their status as schools, churches, etc. 

This office is one more place to look up some more details of the daily life of your ancestors.  
They did not have income taxes long ago, but they did have property taxes. 

***************************** 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Stone of Yukon, OK. sent the following note with their dues: "We thoroughly enjoy 
each issue of Union Echoes. Your publication is well written and contains much genealogical information. 
We feel that we are acquainted with many of you." Thank you for your kinds words, and your coordinator 
thanks all contributors for the information that keeps our Echoes interesting. 
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PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF MILFORD CENTER, OHIO 
The first religious organization in what is now Union Township, was formed by the Presbyterians, one and 

one-half miles east of the present village of Milford Center, either late in 1807 or very early in 1808. It was called 
Upper Liberty, and was organized out of a portion of the materials from a former church which had been formed at 
North Liberty, in what is now Darby Township, in the fall of 1800. The formation of the church at Upper Liberty 
occurred at the house of Samuel Reed 1st, a committee having been sent for the purpose by the Presbytery; said 
committee was composed of Rev. James Hoge, D. D., and one of his Elders. Mr. Hoge was made pastor of the 
church at Franklinton (now Columbus), Ohio, having been installed June 11, 1808. The original members were 
twenty in number, as follows: David and Martha Mitchell, Samuel Mitchell, Sr., and wife, Samuel and Jane 
Kirkpatrick Samuel Reed, 2nd, and Anna, his wife, David and Elizabeth Carey, Robert and Jane Snodgrass, 
Samuel Reed 1st, and Elizabeth, his wife, William and Catharine Gabriel, David and Margaret Reed, and the aged 
and widowed mothers of Samuel Reed, 1st and 2nd. Samuel Reed 1st and Samuel Kirkpatrick were elected Elders, 
and inducted into office. 

Rev. Samuel Woods was installed pastor June 15, 1808, and remained in that connection till his death, 
April 17, 1815, in the thirty-sixth year of his age. He was born in Cumberland County, Penn., January 15, 1779, 
and was a graduate of Dickinson College, at Carlisle, Penn. In 1809, this society erected a rude log church, 
twenty-four feet square, which stood at the site mentioned, between the road and the old burying ground. About 
1822-23, an addition eighteen feet wide was built on one side of the old church, and the building as thus enlarged 
was used until 1834, when a brick church was erected at Milford Center, and the congregation removed to that 
place. The brick church was 44 x 50 feet in dimensions, and cost about $1,500. It was occupied until the fall of 
1869, when the society obtained the use, for one-half the time, of the Methodist Episcopal Church building at 
Milford Center. This arrangement continued for eighteen months, during which time the old building was torn 
down, the ground cleared off and the foundation laid for the present commodious building. The new structure 
was dedicated, free from debt, March 26, 1871, the pastor, Rev. William G. March, being assisted in the 
dedicatory sermon. The building cost about $4,500. 

April 8, 1838, after its removal from the old location, the name of the church was changed from Upper 
Liberty to Milford Center. When it was first organized, it was a part of the Presbytery of Washington, Ky., which 
included all that part of Ohio west of the Scioto River. It afterward belonged to Columbus Presbytery, and was 
made a part of Marion Presbytery in 1835, when the latter was constituted. Its pastors have been as follows: Rev. 
Samuel Woods, 1808 to 1815. Revs. William Dickey, Archibald Steele, James Hoge, D. D., Elder Hughes, and 
some others, occasionally supplied this church until 1821, in which year Rev. James Robinson, "the ancestor and 
kindred of a large tribe of Presbyterian Robinsons," was installed pastor, continuing in that relation until the fall 
meeting of the Columbus Presbytery, in 1828. He was a native of Washington County, Penn., a graduate of 
Jefferson College, and was ordained in 1808-1809. He removed to Ohio in 1808, and was one of the original 
members of Lancaster Presbytery, preaching the opening sermon on the day it was constituted in Lancaster, April 
22, 1847. His successor at Upper Liberty was Rev. Darius C. Allen, who came as a missionary to Madison and 
Union Counties in 1829, and served as stated supply of this church until the spring of 1831, when he removed to 
London, Madison County, and became pastor of the church at that place. 

******************************** 
MARYSVILLE REPUBLICAN AND RICHWOOD GAZETTE, July 21, 1909 

Ben James of Delaware, a former citizen of the "Cotton Slash" neighborhood, in Taylor Township, was 
in Marysville Thursday and paid a visit to the latter place, which he had not seen for eighteen years. 

The late Solomon James and his family, including Ben James, who arrived from North Carolina in 1855 
and settled in Taylor Township long before the Cotton Slash was settled by the colored people from North 
Carolina, whose presence caused the neighborhood to get its peculiar name. 

The Cotton Slash at one time had a colored school separate from the white school and a teacher of their 
own race, but these days have long passed into history and there is not now a colored family living in the neigh-
borhood. Many of them came to Marysville and their descendants drifted to other places. Among the prominent 
families that are recalled at this time were the Chavous, Tabem, Evans, James and Richeson. (Mary Carr) 
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SPAIN HISTORY 
As presented to Union County Chapter, 0. G. S., by G. Elaine 
(Spain) Chapman. 

Source:History of North Lewisburg, Ohio 1826-1976, Published 
for North Lewisburg Sesquicentenial by Committee, 1976. 
(As understood by author, two main groups came from Dinwiddie 
Co., Virginia. The first was Hezekiah Spain and his group. The 
second, William Spain, who eventually settled in Union County.) 

FIRST PERMANENT SETTLERS 
According to Middleton's Champaign County History, the 
Spain 

Family has been credited as probably the first permenent 
settlers, in this area.Hezekiah Spain, coming from Dinwiddie 
County, Virginia, came to this area in 1805, the year that 
Champaign County was organized.There were approximately nine 
other families from Dinwiddie County who located here. They were 
J. P. Spain, Stephen Spain, Jordon (or Gordon) Reames, Hubbard 
Crowder, William Spain, Daniel Spain, John P. Spain, Jr., Thomas 
Spain and John Crowder.Hezekiah Spain bought the entire survey 
No. 4666, original patent holder, of one thousand and sixty-
three acres, recorded on Feb. 6, 1806, for which he paid $2.00 
per 
acre. The later group came from the New England states.(It 
later named persons other than the above mentioned.) 

PIONEER LIFE 
In the year 1805, there were ninety-one emigrants in all, 

who came to settle one mile west of North Lewisburg. According 
to an account written by Willis Spain, who was Hezekiah Spain's 
son, he made the move to Ohio when he was nine year old. He 
writes, "Onward we came over hill and dale, over mountains and 
rivers, for seven long weeks. Every night, where we could find 
water, we pitched our tents for the night, built fires, got 
supper, fed the horses, and went to bed. In the morning we got 
breakfast, geared up and moved forward until noon, then built 
fires, got dinner, fed the horses, hitched up and moved forward 
till night again. And soon from day to day until we passed 
rivers and mountains, where we would have to double-team to 
climb the mountains, and the Allegheny and Yellow Hills, and 
many dangers in the way, until we drove into an unbroken forest 
and 
pitched our tents.No house within four miles, no mills, no 
store short of twenty-eight miles. Winter close at hand: no hay, 
no corn, and no fodder. 

Our neighbors were the Mingoes and Shawnees, and prairies 
(?), the wolves and the panthers.We began to build cabins to 
prepare for winter; round logs for the body, split logs for the 
floor, clapboards and poles for the roof. 

By rambling through the woods eight or ten miles, we found 
corn, but no meal. We would boil corn and make hominy, then we 
had meat to eat with our bread and hominy.Sometimes a fat 
oppossum and fat turkey. We would feast fine then, indeed. 
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Spain Family History, cont. 
Through the winter we cut down small timber to clear for 

corn in the spring. By June we had ten acres ready for the plow. 
By the fifteenth of June, we had it all planted.It did well, 
but the squirrels and birds wanted a large share of the crop of 
corn, and the mosquitoes seem to think we had trespassed on 
their rights and fought bravely, but we kept the field and 
raised a good crop of corn. The horses had plenty of graze in 
the woods. As soon as the corn would do to grind, we shelled a 
load and started to Springfield to mill, and it took a week to 
get it home. With hominy, it would last through the winter; so 
with our efforts we made farmers and killed game. 

EARLY MILITIA - 1805 
The early activities of militia started with an act of 

Congress in 1792 for all able bodied citizens between the ages 
of 18-45, to enroll in a militia company, also they should arm 
themselves and appear for regular drill and annual musters. 
These were the days when the Indians were everywhere west of the 
Alleghenies. 

The settlers built blockhouses for their protection. There 
were at least a half dozen blockhouses erected at various sited 
in Champaign County prior to the War of 1812. One of these was 
built one mile west of North Lewisburg, on the present site of 
the new part of Maple Grove Cemetery.It was built on the 
highest point of land. As far as is known, there was not a white 
man killed by an Indian within the boundary limits of Champaign 
County. 

(Note: Maple Grove Cemetery is often called Spain Cemetery, 
or North Lewisburg Cemetery. It is on Gilbert Road. The 
front 
section on the right side is almost entirely very old stones 
with 
name of Spain on them.This is located in Rush Township in 
Champaign County. Spain Creek is nearby. G. Elaine Chapman) 

I am starting family group sheets to sort out the Spain 
families.Mr great grandfather Enoch Spain is buried in Maple 
Grove Cemetery.Originally he was buried in Buck Run Cemetery, 
Union County. Buck Run Creek flooded that cemetery and Enoch was 
moved to "Spain Cemetery." His father William Spain is buried in 
Broderick Cemetery (War of 1812.)Both of these, Buck Run 
Cemetery and Broderick Cemetery are old cemeteries located on 
route 245 between route 33 and North Lewisburg. 

Second group of Spains, William, settled in Allen Township, 
Union County. after briefly being in Champaign County.Left 
Dinwiddie County, Virginia in 1820.The following is taken from 
"Family Heritage, Union County, Ohio 1986." It is in our 
Marysville Public Library Genealogy Section.This article's 
author is Shirley (Spain) Garrison. Page 131, entitled 

"THE SPAIN FAMILY" 
Eight went to war, but five never returned.The picture (a 

photo of the Spain brothers) is a good likeness of three 
brothers, whose ages will equal 237 years. Beginning at the left 
of the picture is John Spain, aged 74; Enoch Spain, aged 78, and 
Philander Spain, aged 85. (To be continued) 
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