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From the Desk of UCCOGS Librarian, Nancy Katzenbach

Nancy Katzenbach, nankatzen@gmail.com

UCCOGS Mailing Address: UCCOGS

P.O. Box 438

Marysville, Ohio 43040

The library is fully open, and the Genealogy Department is now available for research.

Would you please sign the visitor's list in the notebook on top of the cabinet? UCCOGS takes

statistics on how many visitors use the genealogy department in the library.

Newsworthy from Nancy:
Go to Marysville Public Library
https://marysvillelib.org
Go to Digital, click Flipster (digital magazines), sign in with Library card number,
Go 1o Hobbies, Interests, & DIY
There you will find the magazine “Internet Genealogy."

LIBRARY VISITORS

Visitor’s Name E-mail Surnames
Karen Sayre Ksayre217@aol.com Reed

Carole Gehrlich cgehrlich@hotmail.com Reed

Mike Crabtree MarionOhioVeteran@gmail.com Rausch, Lloyd
Flo Lentz Flo Lentz@gmail.com Lentz

Find us and

like us

on Facebook!

www.facebook.com/UCCOGS/
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The Union County Chapter of the
Ohio Genealogical Society Minutes
August 21, 2021

B ‘"H_," The Union County Chapter of the Ohio Genealogical Society held its first public meeting since

November 2019. The meeting was on August 21 at 10 am at the Marysville Library. Lynn Baldwin

\

also went to Marty Scott, newsletter editor, for her work on our bi-monthly newsletter, “Union Echoes,” for

welcomed members. The treasurer’s report was available on the table for anyone to view. Lynn
thanked Nina Hampton for the refreshments that were available for the meeting. Congratulations

receiving the Frances Dana Gage Award for the outstanding chapter newsletter at the Ohio Genealogical
Conference held this past April. A big “Thank You” went to Dennis & Rebekah Headings for live-streaming our
meeting today on YouTube. It is available to our genealogy members on our webpage under Members Only at

WWW.UCCOZS.0rg

Lynn also mentioned that the Executive Board has been meeting monthly since June, and one of the topics was
possible to have a field trip next spring to the National Veterans Museum in Columbus.

Lynn introduced our speaker, Keli Bergheimer, presenting her topic “Using OneNote to Organize Your Genealogical
Research.” Kelli has used OneNote since 2003 and likes it. What is OneNote? A program within Microsoft Office that
stores in Microsoft’s Cloud. A place for documents, notes, pictures, genealogy charts, books, and more. A notebook
with sections (tabs) or dividers for different topics. Where does it store the items you put in OneNote? The program
automatically saves, and you can sync to your phone or iPad with the appropriate app. Why would you use this
program? It is in a central location and searchable. There is no limit to how much information you can add to the
pages in this program. Some examples are archiving society newsletters, archiving e-mails to relatives, to-do lists,
planning events, DNA results & matches, google books, maps, ancestor charts, writing your story, and more. You can
add tables, excel, and word files. Anything you add is searchable. Does it take up space? This program condenses the
files to not take up much space on your computer and stores them in the Cloud.

Kelli demonstrated how to make a folder and sections, insert files, and save a file select printing you print to
OneNote. One of the print features is to keep to OneDrive, and it automatically goes to OneNote. Another feature she
demonstrated was using the Draw features to circle an article from a book or doodle. For more information on

OneNote, go to https://www.onenote.com

Those enjoying the presentation were Lynn Baldwin, Nina Lee Hampton, Marty Scott, Marie Bouic, Dennis,
Rebekah, Julie, Stephenie, Christy Headings, Barry Reese, Jim Riggs, and Nina Boerger.

Our next meeting will be September 18, with Robert Parrott speaking on “The Great Depression in Marysville.”

Respectfully Submitted, Marie Bouic, Recording Secretary

The Union County Chapter of the
Ohio Genealogical Society Minutes
September 18, 2021

‘Fs ;‘"H_," The Union County Chapter of the Ohio Genealogical Society held their September meeting on Saturday,

“\ /3 the 18th at 10 am at the Marysville Public Library in Meeting Room B. Lynn Baldwin welcomed all in

attendance. The secretary and treasurer’s reports were available on the table for anyone to review.
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A big “Thank You” went to Dennis & Rebekah Headings for live-streaming the meeting today on YouTube. It is
available to our genealogy members on our webpage under ‘Members Only’ at www.uccogs.org.

Lynn introduced our speaker, Robert Parrott, who spoke on “Marysville in the Great Depression.” On October 29,
1929, the stock market crashed, and the country was in chaos. Union County didn’t receive the repercussions until
later. Many good things seen today came out of the Depression. He presented a PowerPoint presentation of pictures
of the buildings built during the Depression years. Created was a new high school after passing a levy of $100,000 in
November 1929. The new high school was ready in September 1931 and closed in November 1931 because there
were no funds to run the school. An emergency levy was put on the ballot but was defeated. So, the civil leaders
brought a lawsuit, and the county-operated the school beginning January 1932 when the schools received financial
aid but were short on money, and the school closed in March. Before the Depression, students bought their own
books, and the kids went home for lunch. The school provided books, and civic groups and others offered hot
lunches for the students.

Virgil Jackson of Raymond, a student at the Columbus School of Art, painted the four pictures on the wall in the
auditorium in the High School through the Public Works of Art Project. The school was without a gym, and the
students had their gym classes in the ONG Building on 4t St. The ONG also held high school basketball games. In
1938 the ballot had another levy to build a gym and VoAg rooms. That levy failed, and they enlisted the help of the
Public Works Administration (PWA) and Civil Works Administration (CWA). The new addition was completed in
September 1939 and dedicated in December 1939. The Depression programs were all housed in the Courthouse at
the time. In 1932, C.R. Moore, a painter, painted the picture on the wall in the Common Pleas Courtroom. A plaque
outside the Courthouse marks where they built the tower for the Geodetic Survey for out-of-work surveyors,
completed in November 1933.

They rebuilt the Opera House & City Hall on Main and 6th Street corners, having condemned upper floors. From
1879 - 1929 the Marysville High School graduations were held there. In 1930 the WPA had 70 workers from the
county rebuilt the City Hall and Fire Department. All the bricks and lumbers were repurposed and used in other
projects in the town. The new City Hall opened in June 1934, and a new addition was built and dedicated on
November 22, 2013.

From 1916 to 1934, the first football team played for Marysville on the private land on Recreation Park’s north
edge. The person sold the land in 1934, so a new field was built and used at the Marysville Fairgrounds infield of the
track and the grandstand used as seating. A new facility, built on Collins Road, was used until the present site. The
American Legion Park, Post 79, purchased 27 acres in 1927. The WPA improved the park and built the swimming
pool in 1937 and the Legion Hall in 1938. The Post Office was another project that came out of the Depression
completed in September 1938. In 1940, a painting was painted on the wall inside the lobby of the Post Office by
James D. Egleson. 1931 thru 1934 were the tough years in Marysville during the Depression.

Those enjoying the presentation were Lynn Baldwin, Nina Lee Hampton, Marie Bouic, Dennis, Rebekabh,
Julie and Stephenie Headings, Sharon Parrott, Saundra Parrott, JoAnna Eirich, Kermit Morse, Nancy
Katzenbach, Wm. R. McCarty, Stephen Badenhop, Bill Thompson, Jim Riggs, and Wanda DuPuis.

Our next meeting will be October 16, with Sue Kienbaum speaking on “Body Snatching in Ohio.”

Respectfully Submitted, Marie Bouic, Recording Secretary
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Landmarks Existing Today
In Marysville from the

Great Depression
Robert W. Parrott

Like many towns across the country, Marysville felt the severe impact of the Great Depression, which lasted
from 1929 to 1940. The federal government established many programs to help revive the economy’s collapse
and get unemployed individuals back to work. The tangible result of those programs can still be seen in
Marysville today and other landmarks that came into existence during the Great Depression.

One fine example of a building from the Great
§ Depression is the Marysville Senior High School,
¢ now known as the Union County Office Building,
located at 233 West Sixth Street. In November
& , M4 1929, the Marysville school district citizens passed
ey b i IRl 2 $100,000 school levy to build a Senior High
) : ' School for grades 10, 11, and 12. One month after
P _'_J_—_'_ _l_‘_l_, - the stock market crash, the levy passed. The school
A board purchased land on West Sixth Street and
- ’ - cleared away the houses. In July 1930, work began
. onthe new high school. The building included a
- large auditorium on the west side, and it was
- completed first by the Spring of 1931 to hold
graduation ceremonies. In time for school in the Fall, the Summer of 1931 was the completion of the classrooms.
The new school opened on September 14, 1931, but the school board only had $158.58 left to operate the entire
school system until the end of the year. Teachers took a 10% pay cut, but no money was to pay them the reduced
amount. On the ballot in November 1931 was an emergency levy, which was defeated. After, all the schools in
Marysville closed due to a lack of funds. In the Union County Probate Court, a friendly lawsuit asked the county
to run the schools. This friendly lawsuit the court granted, and the county ran Marysville schools until
Superintendent F.G. Bittikofer could obtain state financial aid. After the school board once again ran the
schools, starting January 1932. Although times were tough for the school system, with the help of state aid, the
schools continued to operate for the remaining years of the Depression.

In 1934 Public Works Art Project commissioned Union County artist Virgil
Jackson, a Columbus School of Art student, to paint four murals. Those four
murals in the new Senior High School can still be seen today in what is now
called Veteran’s Auditorium. The murals depict four subjects — Industry,
Transportation, Agriculture, and Religion. The school board added a
gymnasium and Vo-Ag room to the back of the Senior High School in 1938-
1939. The Public Works Administration provided part of the cost, and
workers provided labor through the Civil Works Administration (CWA).
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Another public work of art seen from the Depression is in the
Common Pleas Court on the second floor of the Union County
Courthouse. C.R. Moore painted it in 1932 and depicted Lady
Justice.

On the south lawn of the Courthouse is a small
bronze marker that says, “U.S. Coast & Geodetic
Survey Marysville 1933.” The Department of
Commerce instituted the Geodetic Survey to
reemploy over 10,000 out of work surveyors and
engineers. The goal was to conduct an accurate
survey of the entire United States. Surveyors and
engineers surveyed by constructing towers thirty
miles apart and sending light signals from the towers
to use triangulation to do the survey. Erected on the
courthouse lawn in October 1933 was a 113-foot
tower. Surveyors and engineers completed the
Marysville survey in November 1933, and the
disassembled tower moved to the next location. A
bronze marker noting the measurement location was
placed in cement and visible on the courthouse lawn
today.

Depression architecture at 209 South Main Street on the corner of South Main and West Sixth Street is another
excellent example. Initially, that block was the site of the Marysville City Hall and Opera House built in 1877-
1878.

In 1930, the state fire marshal closed the upper
floors that housed the auditorium. That left the
village with a large multi-story building but only
able to use the first floor. In 1933, the Public
Works Administration received plans to raze the
old building and construct a new City Hall. Civil
Works Administration employed seventy local
workers. Work began in December. Material
from the old Opera House was salvaged and
reused to build the new City Hall completed in
June 1934. Today, that building has been
renovated, expanded, and rededicated as the
Marysville City Hall and Fire Chief Harold E.
Hyland Station in 2013.
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In the same year, 1934, the Marysville School Board
needed a football and track field built. Once again, they
turned to the PWA for help. There were no funds to
purchase land or build bleachers. The PWA came up will a
novel plan. They would locate the field in the infield of the
racetrack at the Union County Fairgrounds. The land
would not have to be purchased; the grandstand used for
seating, and the racetrack could be used for track meets.
The CWA did the work. A field house for a locker room
and store equipment using salvaged material from the old
Opera House.

Marysville Legion Park has many reminders of
the Great Depression. The park was purchased
in 1927 by American Legion Post 79 as a living
memorial to “Union County Veterans of All
Wars.” Initially, it was just an underdeveloped
wooded area. The Works Progress
Administration constructed Park Avenue, an
entrance to Legion Park, picnic facilities,
outhouses, paths, sidewalks, and a larger shelter
house. In 1937-1938, the WPA built the

, American Legion Memorial Hall.

Legion Park also is the location of the
Marysville Swimming Pool. Federal
Emergency Relief Administration provided
funding for the pool in 1933; construction
began in 1935 and 1937 completed. Wilbur
C. Harbarger of Canton, Ohio, designed the
pool and bathhouse. The public pool provided
great relief during the scorching hot summers
of the Great Depression.
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The iconic building from the Great
Depression is the Marysville Post
Office located at 202 North Main
Street. In 1934, as part of the Public
Works Construction Program, the post
office project was approved. In 1936
$89,000 was appropriated for the
project. That amount later increased to
$107,000. The northeast corner of
: Main and Fourth Streets was the site
selected. After moving the old
buildings from the corner, work began
in December 1937. Louis A. Simon,
_ L , - Supervising Architect for the U.S.
—— == Department of Treasury, designed the
g building. Colonial Revival style
architecture was the design. Awarded
to L.M. Leonard Co. of Columbus
was the contract to build the new
building. The Marysville Post Office
was completed and opened on September 6, 1938. United States Postmaster General James A. Farley formally
dedicated the structure in a public ceremony on September 22, 1938.

Commissioned in 1940, James D. Egleson was to paint a mural in the lobby of the new post office as part of the
Federal Arts Program. The mural depicts rural life in Union County and how the mail service helps connect farm
communities with the outside world.
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Built For The Future

RootsMagic 8 is the biggest release in its 30-year history. They have rewritten RootsMagic
to support the latest genealogical technologies available today while building a foundation
for future functionality that would have been impossible with the older code.

New RootsMagic Community

They are also excited to announce a new online community for users to connect, ask
questions, share ideas, and discuss using the RootsMagic software. The RootsMagic
community is based on the Discourse platform and can be found

at https://community.rootsmagic.com. Everyone is welcome to view or read posts, but a
free account is required to post or comment on messages.

New Webinars

To help users become familiar with the new version and features, they offer a new series
of free webinars, the first being “What's New in RootsMagic 8".
Visit https://rootsmagic.com/webinars to register.

A new book would need to be rewritten entirely, and that will take a lot of time. They do
have a RM8 Help wiki that you can use. You can find it here
- http://wiki.rootsmagic.com/wiki/RootsMagic_8:RootsMagic 8
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Youll'Lly)

Join Us on Saturday,
‘) November 20 at 10am.
Thanks to UCCOGS webmaster Rebekah Headings, her
husband, and her daughters for bringing the UCCOGS into

current times. The Headings family will tape speakers for the
YouTube channel.

The link to the channel is:

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCiGWLaBYFKrUQZzRIirOfFg

The livefeed will be available during the time of the presentation. Then the presentation will be uploaded as a
video upon completion of the livefeed. Upload of the video can take up to an hour. The video will then be
available based on the privacy requested by the presenter. Not all videos will be public access on this channel.
The video’s privacy will be at the discretion of each speaker. Specific videos will be shared via link only and
will not show in a public search on the channel. Again, this will be at the discretion of the speaker.

The only thing needed to access the channel is the name Union County Genealogical Society. You can access
this channel directly via this link: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCiGWLaBYFKrUQZzRIirOfFg
You can search the channel under Union County Genealogical Society.

Upcoming Meetings
Unless otherwise noted, all meetings are in the lower level of

the Marysville Library (Elevator located inside the back
door.) 231 S. Plum St., Marysville, Ohio 43040

10:00 am on the third Saturday of each month except for
January, February, July, or December 2021
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November 20 — 10 am Marysville Library
“Why Can’t Somebody Just Die Around Here?”
Memoir by Gerhard Maroscher

Gerhard Maroscher was born in Romania during WWII to
ethnic German (Transylvanian Saxon) parents. His family was
driven from their homeland. As a child, Gerhard lived in
Romania, Hungary, Nazi Germany, communist East Germany,
and West Germany. In 1952 the reunited family immigrated to
the USA. He attended public schools and graduated with an
engineering degree from The Ohio State University.

Gerhard worked in industry for 34 years after having served in
Vietnam. Following his retirement at the age of 59, he began a second career as a
high school German teacher. He wrote quirky short stories for his students to
encourage reluctant readers. The stories are published in five readers. He also
published a teacher’s manual to be used with the readers.

Following his retirement from public school teaching,
he wrote and published the memoir, “Why Can 't
Somebody Just Die Around Here? ” It is a first-person
account of the miraculous survival of his family
during World War I1: fleeing communism, nearly
starving, and immigrating to the United States to live
the American Dream.

His memoir is available on Amazon
WHY CAN'T SOMEBODY https://amzn.to/31H6¢cSk
JUST DIE AROUND HERE?

Books will be available for purchase at $17.00 cash or
check. The amount will be higher if using a credit
card. The author may sign the book if you wish.
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Upcoming Events

Veterans Day Program
November 7, 2021, 2 pm

Courthouse Lawn at the Plaza

Website: www.ohiohistory.org/genealogy

6_, E-mail: reservations@ohiohistory.org
- ADVANCE REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED

o H Io 800 E. 17th Ave., Columbus, Ohio 43211
HISTORY

CONNECTION

614-297-2300 800-686-6124

How Deep Thy Religious Roots—Searching Church Records and Family That Joined
a Religious Sect

Saturday November 13 « 10 am.
Online

Did your ancestors go to church or synagogue or become a member of the religious sect? You will be guided by
Jayne Shoots Davis, a native of Columbus, Ohio and professional genealogist for 25 years through using church
records for family history research. We will look at the different types of Catholic, Protestant and Jewish records and
where to locate them.

Individual workshop: $20 Ohio History Connection member / $25 non-member

Advance registration is required.

OH-10! Where should I go? Discovering Ohio’s Archives

Saturday December 4 « 10 am.
Online

Do you have Ohio ancestors? Planning a trip to Ohio next year? Learn about the hierarchy and collections of
genealogical libraries, archives and repositories in Ohio with Kelli Bergheimer, a national genealogical speaker.
Find hidden gems to visit in person or search online from tiny town libraries to the wonderful regional and state
resources. Regardless of where your family settled in Ohio, or even if they were just passing through, they may have
left records in places you expected and places you didn’t. This workshop may provide you with research ideas for
those brick-wall ancestors whose records you've exhausted in their home locale.

Individual workshop: $20 Ohio History Connection member / $25 non-member
Advance registration is required.
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Dues are for the calendar year (January 1 thru December 31, 2022)

Current dues expire on December 31, 2021.
Renew now and receive your password for the website!!

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION or RENEWAL

Dues are $12.00 per year (single or household), and lifetime membership is $150.00. Each
member receives bi-monthly newsletters. Members are invited to contribute articles and

T — clippings for publications. You may also send ancestor charts, biographies, Bible records,

and family research.
May we use your information on our Website (members only section). Yes No

NAME SPOUSE

ADDRESS

Email

CITY STATE ZIP

New Member Renewal Returning Member

Phone

Are you a member of the Ohio Genealogical Society? Yes No

Surnames you are researching in Union County

GO GREEN!! May we send the Union Echoes newsletter to the above e-mail? Yes __No

Dues are $12.00 per household for 12 months, January-December.
Lifetime membership $150.00 per household forever.

Make check payable to Union County Chapter OGS

Return form and dues to: Annual Membership ($12.00)
Union County Chapter OGS Lifetime Membership ($150.00)
PO Box 438 Donation

Marysville, Ohio 43040-0438 Total Enclosed

These monies buy research materials, microfilm for the Marysville Public Library, and for guest speakers. We are a

501(c)(3) society.
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