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THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

Brian is recovering from surgery and will be back next 
issue.  He has asked me to pinch hit for him.  I’m sure 
that you all wish Brian a complete and speedy re-
covery.   If you would like to let him know that he is in 
your thoughts write to him at: 

brianwad@embarqmail.com 
 

× × × 
 

As I try to think of a timely topic for this space I am 
looking out my window toward two of the most basic 
things in our world.  One is a field of soy beans waiting 
to be harvested.  The other is a brand new high school 
that opened its doors for students just this past August 
25. 
 
The field of soy beans represents one of the things most 
needed by any living thing on this planet—food.  Some 
years that field is filled with corn and other years with 
wheat.  When you picture autumn in most parts of this 
country, corn and wheat are usually visualized along 
with falling leaves. 
 
The high school represents many things.  Mostly, 
seeing the school from the opposite end of the age 
spectrum I see it as the future and a beginning.  The 
students probably see it as an end.  We’re both right.  
Within the walls of that new school are all of the ele-

ments that make this world such an interesting, wonder-
ful place.  Those young people are at a crossroad in 
their lives, just the first of many.  Over the next few 
years most of them will decide, consciously or un-
consciously, on the course their lives will take; some 
will be happy with their choices and some will live to 
regret theirs.  They are leaving childhood behind and 
most are very aware of that—it is an end.  To some it is 
a welcome end, while to others it is a little frightening.  
I see it as a continuation. 
 
To a family historian it is exciting to watch the seasons 
come and go.  It is exciting to watch as those who will 
follow us come into this world and, though we will 
miss those who leave the world, we can be assured that 
they have done their jobs, each in his/her own way and 
they have added to the varied branches of our mutual 
pedigree.  While not prone to using Biblical quotes, 
there are times when I feel compelled to do so - - - 
 
To everything there is a season, a time for every pur-
pose under the sun … a time to be born and a time to 
die …  a time to plant and a time to pluck up that which 
is planted … a time to kill and a time to heal ... a time 
to weep and a time to laugh … a time to mourn and a 
time to dance ... a time to embrace and a time to refrain 
from embracing … a time to lose and a time to seek … 
a time to rend and a time to sew … a time to keep silent 
and a time to speak … a time to love and a time to hate 
… a time for war and a time for peace.-- Ecclesiastes 
3:1-8 

 

http://www.rootsweb.com/~ohuniogs
mailto:brianwad@embarqmail.com
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Union County Chapter OGS Officers and Committees 
 

OFFICERS: 
President – Brian Wade 

Email: brianwad@embarqmail.com 
Vice President – Calvin Wood 

Email:  C.Wood73@yahoo.com 
Treasurer – Nina Boerger 

Email: boerger@embarqmail.com 
Recording Secretary - 

Marie Bouic 
Email: bouic1@midohio.net 
Corresponding Secretary - 

 Jeanne Haynes  
Email: beanzel@gmail.com 

COMMITTEES: 
Webmaster - Rebekah Headings 

Email: 
rebekahmary@chuckeryohio.com 

Librarian – Nancy Katzenbach 
Email: nkatzen@embarqmail.com 
Echoes Editor – Leona Gustafson 
Email: llgbug@genealogybug.net 

Queries – Nancy Katzenbach 
Email: nkatzen@embarqmail.com 

Membership Chairperson (Temporary) 
Jeanne Haynes 

Email: beanzel@gmail.com 
Program Chairperson – Don DeGood 
Email: ddegood@columbus.rr.com 

PIONEER COMMITTEE: 
Chairperson – 
Carol Mickley 

891 Catalpa Place 
Marysville, Ohio 43040 

Email: rmickley@columbus.rr.com 
Associate – Linda Prosser 

Associate – Leona Gustafson 
Send inquiries with a self addressed 

 and stamped envelope to: 
UCOGS Query Committee 

P.O. Box 438 
Marysville, Ohio 43040 
Non-members get the 

first query free

 
 

UCOGS News 
 

Welcome to Our Newest Member ~ #903, Carol 
Robinson, PO Box 650889, Vera Beach, FL 32965-
0889, Email: csk_6771@aol.com; her surnames of in-
terest are BELL, WESTLAKE, RICHEY, BURDICK, 
GRAHAM. 
  
Thank You Sent to UCOGS ~ We received a very 
nice letter from Marysville Library Director, Ryan 
McDonnell, MLS, thanking us for our donation that 
allowed the library to renew their yearly subscription to 
Ancestry Library Edition (available only on site at 
subscribing libraries) and Heritage Quest found under 
Genealogy and Local History.  Heritage Quest can be 
searched from home if you have a Marysville Library 
card. 
 
From Sea to Shining Sea ~ Shirley Lucas Sargent 
(member 789) of Grants Pass, Oregon asked for the 
name of a visitor to the Marysville Library that was 
posted in the last issue of Union County Echoes.  The 
visitor, Lynn Fonde, of Columbus, New Jersey was 
researching, among others, the surname BRAKE.  The 
two ladies discovered that they are fourth cousins and 
share the same Union County BRAKE ancestry. 
 
4-H Follow-up ~ The young people who shared their 
family history research accomplishments with us at the 
July meeting did very well at the Union County Fair.  
The judging resulted in the following awards:  
     Honorable Mention:  Steven Roush of Plain City 
Country Kids 4-H and Kathleen Magnuson of Sew 
Simple 4-H. 
     Outstanding & Ohio State Fair Representatives:  
Brock Johe of Plain City Country Kids 4-H, Colleen 

Andrews of Town & Country 4-H and Jessica Alley of 
Liberty Acres 4-H. 
     Best Genealogy Project (UCOGS trophy) went to 
Colleen Andrews.  Miss Andrews also sent a very nice 
handmade note of thanks to the UCOGS for the trophy 
that she received. 
     All of these young people are outstanding examples 
of the future of genealogy in Union County. 
 
Membership Roster ~ At the Executive Board 
meeting on August 4 the board made the decision to 
start sending an annual Membership Roster containing 
the names and addresses of all members along with the 
Union County surnames they are researching.  The 
roster will be mailed mid-year, in June or July, and will 
be a members only mailing.  So when you renew your 
membership be sure to add your Union County 
surnames of interest.  If you have moved or changed 
Email addresses, be sure to indicate that on the form. 
 
Our Librarian, Nancy Katzenbach, expresses her 
sincere thanks to Colleen Andrews for the day that she 
spent at the Marysville Library assisting Nancy. 
 
Take time to VOTE ~ it’s time to elect UCOGS 
officers for 2010-2011 terms (see page 12 for absentee 
ballot). 
 
Expanded newsletter ~ You will notice that this issue 
of the Union Echoes is fourteen pages.  Hopefully, 
there is enough news and information that are of 
interest to our members that I will be able to keep the 
extra two pages in upcoming issues.  Please, let me 
know what you think. 

mailto:ejadams@main-net.com
mailto:rebekahmary@hughes.net
mailto:ddegood@columbus.rr.com


 Echoes     Sept-Oct 2009         Page 9 

Upcoming Events 2009 ~ 2010 
 

October 17 –  
     The featured speaker will be Paul Clay. Mr. 
Clay will give a slide presentation on the Civil 
War Camp Chase in Columbus and Genealogical 
Connections.  Camp Chase, then four miles west 
of Columbus on the National Road, was a Civil 
War destination for the induction of Ohio recruits, 
a prison for political and Confederate prisoners, a 
place of detention for paroled union prisoners, and 
a place of discharge for Ohio regiments. 
     Mr. Clay wrote "The Men and Women of Camp 
Chase" for the Hilltop Historical Society of Col-

umbus and has been a resource for several authors 
who have written about the camp. In 1990, he and 
David Roth, publisher of Blue & Gray Magazine, 
researched the actual location of the camp 
and their findings will be shared in this meeting.   
Also, recently discovered contemporary photo-
graphs of Delaware County residents that served at 
Camp Chase will be shown for the first time 
anywhere. The presentation will include Central 
Ohio Civil War events and how it affected the 
Delaware County population.  

 
November 21 – Election of UCOGS officers followed by:  Marysville Public Library; What's New & 
What Will Be New in the Future (Ryan McDonnell, Library Director) 
December – No meeting 
January 16 – Member Show & Tell; installation of officers 
February 20 – Pioneer Toys (Rosalie Frazier) 
March 20 – Deciphering Gravestone Symbols (David & Leona Gustafson) 
April 17 – To be announced 
May 18 - Pioneer Banquet, featuring A. Lincoln (AKA Pete Raymond), guest speaker 

 
From the Court Records 

 
The following abstraction of two records from the court of common pleas in Union County indicates that some of 
today’s social problems also plagued our ancestors: 
  

May 7, 1831:  Court of common Pleas, Union County, Ohio, before the Honorable Frederick Grimke, 
Esq., President, and William Gabriel, Robert Nelson and Amos A. Williams his Associate Judges. 

Duly empanelled jurors:  John Porter, Asa Robinson, Andrew Amerine, Simpson White, Thomas 
Snodgrass, John Amrine, Hollis S. Assey, David S. Allen, Joseph Cubberly, John Parthmore, 
Benjamin Hopkins, Peyton B. Smith, John Hood, Hezekiah Burdick and Louis Gibson. 

David Furrow, on the 5th of May, 1831, at his shop in the town of Marysville, . . .  did unlawfully sell a 
certain quantity of spirituous liquor, commonly called peach brandy, one quart, to be drank at the place 
where sold to Joseph Stiner, Christopher Stiner, Lemuel Willmuth and John Gibson for money, the 
sum of thirty-seven and one half cents. David Furrow, being then and there other than a tavern keeper and 
not having first obtained a license from the proper authority.  

Thereupon, David Furrow being arraigned pleaded to such indictment guilty.  It was considered by the 
court that the said David Furrow pay a fine of ten dollars and the costs of prosecution.   

Also, on the same day, May 7, 1831, the same court and jurors also found David Furrow guilty of selling 
one quart of cherry bounce1 to George Carpenter.  For this violation, he was charged another $10 plus 
costs. 

                                                 
1 Cherry Bounce is a cordial made by infusing bourbon with cherries and sugar.  Many recipes (historical and modern) are 
available on the Internet. 
 
 

 Genealogy without documentation is Mythology.  
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Covered Bridges of Union County 

 
     The August 15 meeting of the UCOGS, attended by twenty-one members, was a double treat.  Once 
the business end of the meeting was out of the way, Dale Neill (former editor of Union Echoes) accom-
panied himself on guitar and sang his composition, “The Covered Bridges Song.”  Dale wrote the words 
and performed them to the tune of “Wildwood Flower,” (music by Joseph Philbrick Webster in 1860).  
Dale’s composition and performance were quite good and we 
look forward to more such treats from Dale. 
     The speaker for the program was former Union County 
Engineer, Steve Stolte.  Steve retired after twenty-four years 
with the county.  Most of us think of covered bridges as pic-
turesque remnants of the past; and in a way that is correct.  
Mr. Stolte explained that at one time there were 3,500 covered 
bridges in the United States.  That number has been reduced 
to one hundred fifty, and most of those are historic covered 
bridges.   Ohio is second only to Pennsylvania for the number 
of covered bridges still in existence.  And only five of Ohio’s 
eighty-eight counties have more covered bridges than Union 
County. 
     At one time there were between one and two hundred bridges in Union County, but most are gone 
now, replaced by more modern bridges.  There are six covered bridges in the county and of those, four are 
historic bridges and two were dedicated in 2007.  The number will increase next year when a new covered 
bridge will be built in Mill Creek Township to replace a bridge on Thompson Road.  The Reed Bridge on 
State Route 38 collapsed into Big Darby Creek in August, 1993 as a Columbus Dispatch reporter-
photographer accompanied by members of the Union County Historical Society were walking away after 
a visit intended to publicize the projected renovation of the bridge.  The unfortunate collapse may have 
been directly responsible for helping to save numerous covered bridges in the state as well as in Union 
County. 
     All four of the historic bridges still standing were built by Rueben L. Partridge, a resident of 
Marysville (see biographical sketch on page 5) beginning in 1866.  Before his death in about 1900 he built 
over 100 bridges in Union and surrounding counties.  The four remaining historic bridges in Union 
County are:  
  

Culbertson Bridge, also known as Winget Road Bridge, built in 1868 not far from Milford Center. 
 
Pottersburg Bridge, also built in 1868, used to span Big Darby Creek at North Lewisburg.  It was 
moved in 2006 and is part of a “multi-use trail.” 
 
Bigelow Bridge, built in 1873 and also known as the Axe Handle Road Bridge. 
 
The Spain Creek Covered Bridge, also known as Inskeep-Cratty Road Bridge, was built in the 
1870s. 

      
     Covered bridges in all parts of the country were often built by men who started out as house builders.  
When they began building bridges they built in the style they were most familiar with.  The greatest 
dangers to any wooden bridge are fire, weather, and insects.  By covering the bridge it was protected from 
weather damage; only vigilance and good maintenance practices offered protection from the other 
problems. 
     To read more about the covered bridges of Union County and to see photographs of them go to: 
http://www.unioncountycvb.com/coveredbridgesunioncounty.aspx 

Steve Stolte (left) and Dale Neill 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_Philbrick_Webster
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Rueben L. Partridge 
Extracted from: 

The History of Union County, Ohio (Chicago; W. H. Beers & Co., 1883), Part V, page 127 
Portrait appears on page 169 

 
R. L. PARTRIDGE, bridge builder, Marysville. R. L. Partridge, [whose] portrait appears in this volume, 
is the only living of four children born to his parents, Cyrus and Lucina (Carpenter) Partridge.  The 
former was a native of Vermont, and the latter of Washington County N. Y.  They migrated to the West at 
an early day, and were among the pioneers of Franklin County, Ohio, where he died in 1836.  The widow 
and mother subsequently became a resident of Marysville, Ohio, where she lived to the close of her life in 
1850.  The subject of this sketch sprang from the Empire State, and was born in Wilmington, Essex Co., 
N. Y., in 1823.  He came to this city in 1836, where he was reared and educated under the care of, and 
learned wagon and carriage making with, Rowland Lee, a half-brother. He subsequently became engaged 

in the carpenter trade, which he followed until 1866, when he began 
contracting and bridge building.  Mr. Partridge has erected nine-
tenths of the bridges in Union County, and at this time, 1882, 
employs from five to fifteen men. He was a member of the first 
military organization in the county, and during the Mexican war and 
late rebellion took an active part in raising men and money for the 
cause. He has served in the City Council, was Township Clerk and 
Trustee some years, and has always recognized and assisted in all 
public improvements. He was married in the fall of 1846 to Miss 
Maria Wolford, who was born in what was known as the Campbell 
place, Marysville, in 1825. Her parents, Adam and Catherine 
Wolford, settled upon sixty-five acres of land west and south of the 
new court house, in 1820, which at that time was a dense woods. 
Their cabin was erected in the rear of the present residence of Mr. 
Mulford, which became a hallowed spot for church gatherings and 
pioneer meetings. Palatial residences and public edifices of modern 
design occupy the soil of this worthy pilgrim, while his spirit and 
that of his devoted companion have long since pioneered their 

settlement to that better land. The only landmark remaining at this time to recall the incidents and cherish 
memories of these associations is the old well over which was suspended " the old oaken bucket, the iron 
bound bucket, the moss covered bucket, that hung in the well." Adam Wolford was a carpenter by trade, 
and erected many of the first houses in Marysville. He was engaged in the construction of the old court 
house, and was a citizen esteemed by all who knew him. Mrs. Partridge and William Wolford of this 
county are the only living representatives of his children.  Mr. and Mrs. Partridge are the parents of six 
living children, as follows : Asenath, A. Jennette (wife of H. C. Vosburg), Frances L. (wife of S. L. 
Sagar), Flora L., Catherine 0. and Lillian. Mrs. Partridge is the oldest native born citizen now residing in 
Marysville. David E. Wolford, a brother of Mrs. Partridge, was born and raised in Marysville. He 
enlisted three times in the Union service during the late rebellion, and while in the service contracted a 
disease of the lungs, from which he died three weeks after leaving the army, in 1865, aged twenty-five 
years. 
 
Editor’s note:  In 1896, to celebrate his 50th wedding anniversary, Rueben L. Partridge built a new home 
at 245 West 7th Street; it is still being lived in today.  Mr. Partridge died July 21, 1900 as a result of 
injuries sustained in a fall while working on a bridge.  He is buried in Oakdale Cemetery in Marysville.  
The four remaining historic covered bridges in Union County, plus one in Franklin County are the only 
bridges built by Rueben Partridge that are still standing. 



 Echoes     Sept-Oct 2009         Page 12 

 
LDS Ward Family History Consultant 

 
At the September 19 meeting, held at the Marysville Public Library our guest speaker was Vice President, Calvin 
Wood, who spoke on the duties and responsibilities of a Ward Family History Consultant.  He explained what a 
Ward was and how it fit into the organization of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints.  He mentioned the 
steps involved in becoming a family history consultant; how the person is recommended by the Ward High Priest 
Group Leader to the Bishopric, then the Bishop or one of his two counselors issues the calling. Calvin is currently 
one of two consultants in the Marysville Ward. 

 
The consultant works with church members who are either beginning their 
genealogy/family history or who are having difficulty progressing.  
Consultants focus on members who are suggested by the high Priest Group 
Leader through the Priesthood Executive Committee and/or the Ward 
Council.  It is recommended that meetings should be held in member’s 
homes. 
 
A consultant becomes familiar with resources at the Family History Center 
and how those resources can help, not only members, but community 
patrons as well.  The local Family History Center is located 7135 Coffman 
Road in Dublin.  It has five computers with internet access, eight 
microfilm readers, two microfiche readers and one microfilm/fiche reader 
copier.  The center is available from noon to 3:00 p.m. and 6:00 – 9:00 
p.m. on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday and from 10:00 a.m.–1:00 
p.m. on Saturday.  Also, on Tuesday evenings, there is a specialist 
available for those working on their German ancestry and Thursday 
evenings there is one for those doing their Italian work. 
 

Consultants also teach ward family history classes.  These classes are conducted in addition to regular Sunday 
School classes and during the same time period.  The Bishopric, not the Sunday School Presidency determines the 
necessity of these classes.  They are conducted as a hands-on workshop in which members actually complete family 
history work, but the lessons are adapted to meet the needs of the class. 
 
The consultant’s training is provided by the Family and Church History Department out of Salt Lake City.  This 
training includes: Family History Consultant responsibilities, administration of family history work, family history 
products (such as workbooks, family group sheets, software, etc.), utilizing Family Search and several on-line 
training courses.  The church has also established three levels of family history support.  In addition to local support 
for the family history consultant; there is also area support  provided by staff, missionaries and volunteers in church 
offices throughout the world; and headquarters.  Support is also provided by employees at the Family and Church 
History Department. 
 
Family History Consultants need not be experts in genealogy/family history, but they should be skilled teachers, be 
able to communicate effectively and feel comfortable using technology.  Above all, they should use good judgment 
and always exercise discretion. 
 
Calvin concluded his presentation by displaying a beautiful picture of the Temple in Columbus and told the group 
the major difference between church members and non-members doing their work.  Doing genealogy/family history 
is important to members of the Latter Day Saints Church because its doctrine teaches that life does not end with 
death.  Family units can continue after death when members make and keep special covenants made in the temple.  
People who have passed away can also make these covenants and be united with their families throughout eternity.  
This work, however, must be done by proxy, where a living person stands in on behalf of a deceased person.  Once 
the work is done for a specific person, that person can then choose if he would like to accept it or not.  Members of 
the Church feel it is vitally important that all who have passed away at least have the option to choose.  Church 
members must be able to identify these ancestors. 
 

      Calvin Wood 
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Elma Vergil Zurcher Long 
Photo Collection 

 

 
Peoria School, Teacher Vergil Zurcher (date unknown) 

 
Back row:  Wilbur Flora, Leota Clark, Mildred Sarver, Chester Forbes, Herman Bixler, Esther Printz, Clara 
Mobley, Helen Pratt.   Middle row:  Freddie Sammett, Marie Adams, Crystal Jackson, Marion Turner, 
Waldo Rogers, Anna Opphile, Leo Jewell, Gertrude Bixler, Millard Fisher.  Front row:  Everett Blue, Ronald 
Ansley, Andrew Opphile, Harold Anderson, Harold Montgomery, Charles Blue, Jacob Sarver, Frankie 
Sarver, Lawrence Herd, Elizabeth Sarver. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Recent Researchers at the Marysville Library 

 
NOTE:  Only those researchers who gave a complete address and/or an E-mail address are listed here. 
Name Address E-mail Address Surnames Being Researched 
Carole Gehrlich  cgerlich@hotmail.com REED 
Steven Roush 8099 Hinton Mill Rd 

Ostrander, OH 43061 
 ROUSH 

Doug & Becky Fowler Bluffton, OH bfowler@wcoil.com FOGLE, HAMILTON, MOORE, 
BENETT 

Carol Robinson Verro Beach, FL CSK6771@aol.com BELL, GRAHAM, WESTLAKE 
Dick Braun Sidney, OH rbraun4@aol.com WILMOTH 
Max & Dolly Robey Adrian, MO dollyrobey@yahoo.com ROBEY, TIMMONS, NICHOLS 

 
Nira Chamblis Brooktondale, NY kpc1630@hotmail.com WOOD, GANDY 
Sandra Trees Gervans, France sandratrees4@hotmail.com TREES, STUMP 
Carolyn Davidson 
Osterhout 

113 Adrian Ave 
Gallipolis, OH 45631 

tobyjane49@sbcglobal.net POLING, DAVIDSON, 
KENNEDY 

Mary Stierhoff 183 Dog Leg Rd 
Marysville, OH 43040 

 WALLICK 

Melvin & Jaunita Hall 22956 266 RD 
Unionville, MO 63516 

hall1@nemr.net GREGG 

mailto:cgerlich@hotmail.com
mailto:bfowler@wcoil.com
mailto:CSK6771@aol.com
mailto:dollyrobey@yahoo.com
mailto:hall1@nemr.net
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Library Cuts 
 

     All of our members are aware of the sad state of the 
whole economy.  It really doesn’t matter if you live in 
Ohio or another part of the country you have 
undoubtedly been touched in some way by the shortage 
of operating cash at the state and county level.  Our 
libraries have not been immune to the budget cuts 
necessitated by the results of the recession.  So, 
traveling to any library in Ohio for research it would be 
an excellent idea to make sure of their hours of 
operation.  For instance, three of the libraries most used 
by members of UCOGS are the Marysville Public 
Library, Columbus Metropolitan Library, and the Ohio 
Historical Society Archives/Library (State Archives of 
Ohio).  All three have suffered deep cuts in their 
budgets and here is what has resulted: 
 
     Marysville Public Library is no longer open on 
Sunday.  The operating hours are:  Monday – Thursday, 
9 a. m. – 8 p. m.; Friday, 9 a. m. – 6 p. m.; Saturday, 9 
a. m.-5 p. m.  The library will be closed all day on 
Monday, October 12 for training purposes.  Raymond 
Branch hours are:  Sunday and Monday, closed; 
Tuesday – Thursday, 11 a. m. – 7 p. m.; Friday, 11 a. 
m. – 5 p. m.; Saturday, 10 a. m. – 2 p. m.  To contact 
the library go to http://www.marysvillelib.org/ or call 
(937) 642-1876 (Raymond Branch, phone:  (937) 246-
4795). 
 
     The Columbus Metropolitan Library has curtailed 
their hours of operation:  Monday – Thursday (all 
branches) 10 a. m. - 8 p. m., Friday & Saturday (all 
branches), 10 a.m. – 4 p. m., and Sunday, Main Library 
1 – 5 p. m., all branches closed.  To contact the library 
go to http://www.columbuslibrary.org/ or call (614) 
645-2275. 
 
     The Ohio Historical Society Archives/ Library 
research hours had already been decreased due to 
previous budget cuts.  Unless something drastic 
prevents it the hours will be reduced in January, 2010 
to 9 a. m. – 9 p. m. Thursday only.  The present hours 
when they are open to the public are:  Sunday – 
Wednesday, Closed; Thursday, 1 – 9 p. m.; Friday & 
Saturday, 9 a. m. – 5 p. m.  For additional information 
and to learn how to help the Ohio Historical Society 
contact, Todd Kleismit, director of government 
relations at (614) 297-2355, or send an Email message 
to tkleismit@ohiohistory.org  

_______________ 
Query 

 
Robert Davidson, b. abt 1813, d. abt. 1850, and 
his wife Elizabeth Gochenour Davidson, b.13 
Aug. 1813, d. 06 Dec. 1883.  Elizabeth resided 
between Marysville and North Lewisburg, Ohio. 

 Their children were:  Henry G. m. Sarah Ann 
Sullivan; Noah R. m. Nancy Elizabeth Williams; 
 Harrison m. Virginia Crammer;  Mary Jane m. 
Albert G. Lillie.  I am interested in learning where 
Elizabeth is buried and also what became of her 
Bible.  It is believed the Bible could be in the 
possession of a granddaughter's family: Lucy 
Davidson m. Jerome Poling.  Their children 
were:  Lillian m. Harold Hoffman of North 
Lewisburg; Hazel m. Robert Kennedy of North 
Lewisburg; and Josephine m. Edward Weller of 
Springfield.  Lillian's children were: Robert Hoff-
man, Joan Hoffman, and Rebecca Hoffman. 
 Any assistance would be greatly appreciated.   
Please contact:  Carolyn Davidson Oster-
hout, 1113 Adrian Ave., Gallipolis, Ohio 45631 or 
Email  tobyjane49@sbcglobal.net.  
 

********** 

. . . Much to my surprise in the current issue (July-
August) there is a picture of my  father, Naaman 
Woodland, his two older sisters, Ada and Ida Wood-
land, and his older brother, Harley Woodland, in one 
of the two Peoria School pictures [Elma Vergil Zurcher 
Long Photo Collection]  .   
      My father was born January 9, 1897 . . . in Byhalia, 
Ohio.  I did not know that the Woodland family ever 
lived in Peoria. 
     You might be interested to know that my father’s 
older sister, Ida Woodland became a teacher.  Her first 
teaching job was in a one room school house known as 
the Coe School.  It was located on the James P. Coe 
farm, near Milford Center.  My mother, Olive Coe, was 
the daughter of James P. Coe and his wife, Hattie 
Leonora O’Harra.  My mother attended the Coe 
School under Ida Woodland.  While Ida was the teacher 
at that little school she lived with the Coe family.  She 
and my grandmother became very close friends.  Later, 
after Ida had married John M. Eicher, and moved to 
Louisiana she would return to Ohio to see her family.  
She always stayed with the Coes.  Her brother, my 
father would visit her there and that’s where he and my 
mother met. . . . 
     I am so please to have a copy of this picture.  I have 
only seen one other picture of my father as a child. – 
Sincerely, Naaman J. Woodland, Jr., 5640 N. Circuit 
Drive, Beaumont, TX 77706 
Email:   nwoodlandjr@gt.rr.com  
 
Editor’s note:  I was thrilled to receive the letter from 
Mr. Woodland and even more thrilled when he gave me 
permission to use all or part of it here (I didn’t have 
space for the whole letter.).  I am positive that he would 
like to hear from anyone with an interest in any of the 
families mentioned in his letter. 

http://www.columbuslibrary.org/
mailto:tkleismit@ohiohistory.org
mailto:tkleismit@ohiohistory.org
mailto:nwoodlandjr@gt.rr.com
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(Concluded from last issue) 

 

The Richwood Gazette 
Thursday July 13th 1876, Pg. 1 

 
1832-1876 

Richwood in the Past 
 

A Historical sketch of the past and 
present, and read, 

by A.J. Blake, Esq., 
at the centennial fourth of July 

celebration, at Richwood. 
 

     In the town of Richwood in 1832, there were Phillip 
Plummer, John P. Brookins, Absolom Carney and 
their families. 
     In the next year there were added to this settlement 
and to the census report of this rich village the families 
of John Wood, Mortimer Bintley, Wm. Phillips, 
John Carney, and Wm. Sirpless. 
     In 1834 came Wm. Price and Adam Burge. 
     The first Church organization in the village was a 
small society of the M. E. Church, of a class.  This was 
presided by of led by Father Wm. Phillips.   
     Father Phillips taught also, this year, the first school 
taught in Richwood. 
     The first Marriage in the township was Major 
Callaway. 
     The first tailor was John Woods. 
     The first blacksmith was Absalom Carney. 
     The first preacher was John Carney, of the Baptist 
persuasion. 
     The first death was that of a young man by the name 
of Rose, son of Eleazer Rose, a brother-in-law of John 
Shisler.  Second was a daughter of Dr. Brookins, by 
fire, first burial in the old cemetery near the residence 
of Edward Norris. 
     The first stock of goods offered for general sale was 
brought to this place by Hezekiah Burdick and our 
esteemed friend Major Callaway, from Marysville, 
Ohio in 1834.  This Mercantile enterprise was succeed-
ed in 1835 by Captain Lee and Mains Wasson, of 
Marysville, Ohio. The principal business was conduct-
ed by the prince of gallants of that day, Levin H. 
Hastings, of the State of Delaware.  This was succeed-
ed by the firm of Brookins & Swartz – Dr. Brookins 
and Henry Swartz. 
     In 1837, Judge Hastings formed a partnership with 
a man by the name of Renolds, and dealt on dry goods 
and groceries in exchange for coon skins, deer skins, 
home made sugar, venison hams butter and eggs.  The 
coonskins and deerskins were taken up by buyers, who 
traveled around and bought them up.  Butter and eggs 
were taken by peddlers, as recently, and found an 

ultimate market in Cincinnati and Columbus. 
     The trials of these early merchants wee many, and 
the merchant of today who thinks he has a difficult job 
to keep everything in order, these hard times, must not 
forget the day of coon skins, venison hams, maple 
sugar, and muskrat skins.  Persons bought goods then 
and failed to pay.  The crop of deerskins failed then as 
the crop of corn fails now.  Things did not always pan 
out then. 
     To the credit of our townsman Judge Hastings, it 
may be said, with truth, that for forty years, with only 
short intervals, he dispensed calico and sugar, Tobacco 
and pins, tape and thimbles, needles and thread, and 
boots and shoes to Richwood and vicinity, to the 
satisfaction to his customers and profit to himself.   
     The first secret order on Richwood was the F. and 
A. M. society which was instituted in 1858, and held its 
meetings for some time in the upper part of the house 
now occupied by Mrs. Ross, the widow of Dr Ross. 
Richwood Lodge No. 443 I. O. O. F. was instituted 
June 11th 1870, with 15 charter members.  Its first offi-
cers were R. C. Bigelow, Noble Grand, A. Spratt, Vice 
Grand, S. Linder, Secretary, B. F. Andrews, Trea-
surer.  It now numbers 130 members and during this 
entire time of over 6 years, has not lost a member by 
death. 
     Delpha Lodge No. 93, Daughters of Rebekah, was 
instituted August 10th 1874, and is a very prosperous 
condition at present. 
     Richwood Encampment No. 185 was instituted June 
9th 1875, with C. E. Capan, Chief Patriarch; S. D. 
Evans, High Priest; W. H. Reeves, Sen. Warden; John 
F. Rosette, Junior Warden; N. P. Westheimer, Scribe; 
and B. F. Andrews, Treasurer. 
     Rising Sun Lodge No. 71 Knights of Pythias, was 
instituted June 10th 1874, and now numbers over 50 
members. 
     P. O. S. of A. instituted in 1876. 
     I cannot close this, my brief sketch, without re-
calling to your minds that a few of the early pioneers 
who laid the foundation of this village and community, 
are still with us to celebrate this great national day. 
     To them, who so early planted the school and the 
church; whose foundations upon which our nations real 
greatness rests, we owe a debt of gratitude we can 
never repay.  Let us not forget them while they live, 
and when gone, may we cherish their memories as a 
sacred inheritance bequeathed to us and our children. 

 
****** 

Transcribed and contributed by Kevin Longberry 
(klongberry1@verizon.net)
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 Documentation . . . The hardest part of genealogy.  
 

 
Reprinted with permission from, Ohio Genealogy News, the newsletter of the Ohio Genealogical Society, vol. 40 no. 3  
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Pioneer Profiles 

 
     Hopefully, this section will return next issue.  It is not necessary for contributors to be a member of the Union 
County Pioneers to contribute.  If you would like to submit an article about your Union County pioneer ancestor, 
send it to Leona Gustafson at llgbug@genealogybug.net, or mail it to:  ATT: ECHOES EDITOR, UNCOGS, PO 
BOX 438, MARYSVILLE, OH 43040. 

________________________________ 
 

Absentee  Ballot 
 
From the bylaws:  The election of officers shall be held at the regular November meeting of the Chapter. 
In addition to the names submitted by the nominating committee, nominations shall also be accepted from 
the floor.  Members who are unable to attend the November meeting to cast their vote for officers may do 
so by absentee ballot.  Absentee ballots must include the member’s membership number (the number is 
on your mailing label) and be received prior to the election (November 21, 2009).  Space has been 
provided for a write-in vote for each office. 
 
Please clip along the dotted line and mail your ballot to: 

 
Election 2009 
Union County Chapter OGS 
P. O. Box 438 
Marysville, Ohio 43040 

�- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 

Your name (please print or type):  _________________________________________________________ 
Member Number: _____ 
 
President:  
� Brian Wade 
� __________________________________________________________________________________ 
Vice-President: 
� Calvin Wood 
�__________________________________________________________________________________ 
Treasurer: 
� Nina Boerger 
�__________________________________________________________________________________ 
Recording Secretary: 
� Marie Bouic 
� __________________________________________________________________________________ 
Corresponding Secretary: 
� David Gustafson 
�__________________________________________________________________________________

mailto:llgbug@genealogybug.net


  

Publications of the Union County Chapter OGS 
PLEASE NOTE:  *Only Ohio Residents need to pay Ohio Tax1.* 

**Please include $3.00 shipping and handling for the first book and $1.00 for each additional book/volume.** 
 

PUBLICATIONS PRICE OHIO  TAX1  

1870 Census Index, Union County, Ohio $10.00 $0.68  

1877 Atlas of Union County, Ohio Includes Index $25.00 $1.69  

CD listing of tombstones in Amerine Cemetery by Linda and Bob Prosser $20.00 $1.35  
Excerpts from Marysville Tribune: Volume 1: 1850-1890 by Margaret Main Bouic $20.00 $1.35  

Excerpts from Marysville Tribune: Volume 2: 1891-1903 by Margaret Main Bouic $20.00 $1.35  

Excerpts from Marysville Tribune: Volume 3: 1904-1910 by Margaret Main Bouic $20.00 $1.35  
 Excerpts from Marysville Tribune: Volumes 1-3   [shipping $5] $55.00 $3.72  

Excerpts from Marysville Tribune: Volume 4: 1911-1915 by Margaret Main Bouic $20.00 $1.35  

Freedom is Not Free   2008 Calendar   Information on Union County veterans $7.00 $.48  

Gleanings from the Richwood Gazette $20.00 $1.35  
History of Union County, Ohio Beers' edition, 3 vol. Paperback (Reprint) [shipping $5] $65.00 $4.39  

Index to Recorded Deaths of Union County, Ohio Prior to1909 V. Smith  2006 136 pgs $15.00 $1.01  

Index to 1900 Union County, Ohio Census (persons 21 & over) 81 pages $14.00 $0.95  

Infirmary, Union County, OH 1867-1961 60 pages $10.00 $0.68  
Maps of the Shaker West $18.70 $1.26  

Marriage Records of Union County, Ohio 1820-1900 by Dianna Hearl (Reprint) $25.00 $1.69  

Memories & Sketches of Civil War Era of Northern Union County, OH $20.00 $1.35  

News of Our Civil War Veterans, Union County Ohio…1862-1939 by V. Smith 2008 $20.00 $1.35  
Records of Affidavits, Book One, Probate Court, Union County, Ohio  
 Copied and edited by member Ila L. Larue 139 pages 

$17.00 $1.15  

CEMETERY RECORDS    

Claibourne Township 156 pages $10.00 $0.68  

Darby-Jerome Township 160 pages $14.00 $0.95  

Dover-Jackson-Leesburg-Millcreek Townships 134 pages $14.00 $0.95  

Forest Grove Cemetery, Plain City, Ohio  183 pages $24.00 $1.62  
Liberty-Paris-Taylor-Washington Townships 164 pages $10.00 $0.68  

Oakdale Cemetery, Marysville, Ohio (2 volumes) 418 pages [shipping $4] $38.00 $2.57  

Union-Allen Townships 116 pages $10.00 $0.68  

York Township 134 pages $9.00 $0.61  
Index to ALL Cemetery Books 234 pages $27.00 $1.82  

Union Echoes, Bi-monthly publication of Union County Chapter, OGS    

1988-1991 Six issues, with index, per year (specify year(s) you want) $5.00   

1992-2004 Six issues, with index, per year (specify year(s) you want) $7.00   
Union Echoes 1981 thru 2008 all on one CD in pdf format   New 2009 $20.00 $1.35  

 
Make your check payable to and mail your order to:  
Union County Chapter of OGS, PO Box 438, Marysville, OH 43040-0438 
 
Name ___________________________________________Mbr. Nbr. ____  Book order total   _______ 
 
Address _____________________________________________________  Ohio Sales Tax * + _______ 
 
City ________________________________________________________ Shipping ** + _______ 
 
State ______________________________ Zip_____________-________ TOTAL ENCLOSED _______ 
1Revised/Printed: 5 June 2009 (new tax rate of 6.75%* effective July 1, 2008 [*7.25% Jerome Twp.]) 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION OR RENEWAL FORM 
[return this complete page with dues including address label (member number(s) is on label)] 

For renewals if there is NO change from information on address label you do not have to complete the rest of this form, only * items if there 
are changes to information you have previously submitted. Please place an “X” by changes in any area of your membership status. 
May we use information in our membership directory or placed on the web site ?  ___ Yes   ___ No 
 

NAME _________________________ Member No. ____ *SPOUSE ______________Member No.____ 
        Maiden name ____________________ 

*ADDRESS ___________________________________ email *________________________________ 

*CITY _________________________________ *STATE _________ *ZIP __________________ (5+4) 

____ New Member   ____Renewal  Dues are $12 per household for 12 months, January-December 

   Make check payable to: Union County Chapter OGS 
► Are you a member of Ohio Genealogical Society?   Yes ____ No ____ 
Surnames you are researching in Union County: _____________________________________________ 
Monies earned from the sale of publications are used to purchase research books and materials for Marysville, Plain City, and Richwood Public Libraries. 
Donations are used to purchase microfilm for the Marysville Public Library. We are a 501(c)(3) society. 
Return form and dues to: Union County Chapter OGS 
    PO Box 438 
    Marysville, Ohio 43040-0438 

 
 
 
 
              P.O. Box 438 
              Marysville, 
Ohio 43040-0438 
 

Union Echoes 
P.O. Box 438 
Marysville, Ohio 43040-0438 

U.S. Postage 
PAID 

Standard Mail 
Permit No. 58 

Marysville, OH 


