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THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

The days are growing shorter and the air has a special crispness that 
signals another year will soon draw to a close.  As I think of the past 
year I have to be thankful for all we have as a society.  It’s a bit early 
for Thanksgiving, but it’s never too early to be thankful for what we 
have.   

While I keep begging for more volunteers I can’t help but be thank-
ful for those we have.  They are hard working and dedicated, often tak-
ing on more than we should expect of them. 

We have a new lineage society in the Civil War Families of Union 
County, Ohio thanks to our immediate past president, Brian Wade, 
who not only suggested it, but volunteered to be the first chairperson.  
Two wonderful ladies whose names are not unknown to most who read 
the newsletter, Virginia Smith and Lynn Baldwin volunteered to as-
sist not only Brian, but our Union County Pioneers chairperson, Carol 
Mickley. 

A couple of the officers and chairpersons have had health problems 
that almost derailed their abilities to do their jobs.  Thankfully, recov-
eries have been, or are being, made.  And our fellow board members 
took up the slack when the need arose. 

Two very busy men share their time and knowledge to write won-
derful columns for this newsletter.  Neither Stephen Badenhop nor 
Robert “Bob” Parrott has missed an issue since I asked them to write 
the columns. They have been asked to enlighten and entertain us as 
speakers at a few of our meetings—each time they agreed to do so.  
(See page 69) 

Thanks to Stephen Badenhop we have added a new book to our 
publications list.  It is being announced inside this issue (page 63) 
and also appears on the Publications List. 

My hope—our hope—is that our society will remain a source of 
genealogical information, education, and entertainment for our mem-
bers. 

Leona Gustafson — llgbug@genealogybug.net 

Welcome! 
Our newest members are: 

 

Roz Bressler 
1060 Van Kirk Dr 
Marysville, OH 43040 
No research interest given 
 
Barry & Connie Reese 
15760 Hawn Rd 
Plain City, OH 43064 
Email:  
blreese44@msn.com 
Researching:  Reese, Rees 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
In This Issue 

Officers & Committees . . . . . . . 62 
Coming Events  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62 
News Briefs &  

Announcements . . . . . . . . . . 63 
August Meeting . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64 
Sept. Meeting. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .65 
Marysville’s First High School . 66 
D. D. Mather, Civil War  

Ancestor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67 
Records Center & Archives. . . . .68 
Definition of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .68 
War of 1812 in Union County . . 69 
Computer Q & A . . . . . . . . . . . . 69 
Photo Follow-up. . . . . . . . . . . . . 71 
Library Visitors . . . . . . . . . . . . . 72 
Ancestor Chart. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 73 
Publications List . . . . . . . . . . . . .74 
Puzzle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .75 

 

http://www.uccogs.org/
mailto:llgbug@genealogybug.net
mailto:blreese44@msn.com


 

Union Echoes Sep - Oct 2012 Page 62 
 

Union County Chapter OGS Officers and Committees 
 

OFFICERS: 
President – Leona Gustafson 

Email: llgbug@genealogybug.net 
 

Vice President – Calvin Wood 
Email:  C.Wood73@yahoo.com  

Treasurer – Nina Boerger 
Email: 9aboerger@gmail.com  

Recording Secretary -  
Marie Bouic 

Email: bouic1@gmail.com  
 

Corresponding Secretary/ 
Membership - 

 David Gustafson 
Email: dgus@genealogybug.net  

COMMITTEES: 
Webmaster -  

Email:  
Librarian & Queries – Nancy 

Katzenbach 
Email: nkatzen@embarqmail.com 

OR 
Send inquiries with a self ad-

dressed 
 and stamped envelope to: 

UCCOGS Query Committee 
P.O. Box 438 

Marysville, Ohio 43040 
All member queries FREE 

Non-members –one query FREE

Echoes Editor – Leona Gustafson 
Email: union_echoes@uccogs.org 

 

Program Chairperson – Vacant  
 

PIONEER COMMITTEE: 
Chairperson – Carol Mickley 

Email:  rmickley@columbus.rr.com  
Associate – Virginia Smith 
Associate – Lynn Baldwin 

 

UNION COUNTY CIVIL WAR 
FAMILIES: 

Chairperson – Brian Wade 
Email:  brianwad@embarqmail.com 

Associate – Virginia Smith 
Associate – Lynn Baldwin 

 

Coming Events: 
 

Unless otherwise noted, all meetings are held at 
10:00 A. M. in the lower level,  meeting room “A” 
at the Marysville Public Library, 231 S. Plum 
Street, Marysville.  (Elevator located inside back 
door.) 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

October 20:  Tour and Research at the new Ohio 
Genealogical Society Library at Bellville, OH. (See 
below) 
 
November 17:  Union County in the War of 
1812—Speakers:  Robert “Bob” Parrott & Ste-
phen Badenhop (See page 69) 
 
No meeting in December. 

2013: 
 

January 19:  Military Records—Speaker:  Dale 
Bartow, Union County Veterans Commission. 
 

February 16:  Bouic Index to Go Online—
Speaker:  Ryan McDonnell, Director, Marysville 
Public Library. 
 

March 16:  Musical History of the Civil War pre-
sented by Steve Ball, Civil War Musician and Histo-
rian 
 

April 20:  Twenty-five Most Common Mistakes in 
Genealogy—Speaker:  Leona Gustafson 
 

May 21:  UCCOGS Banquet—time and place to be 
announced. 
 

June 15:  Pot Luck Picnic—time and place to be 
announced.

 
 

Come Tour the New Ohio  
Genealogical Society Library & 

Stay to Do Some Research 
 

Location: 
611 State Route 97 West 

(South side)  
Bellville OH 44813-8813 

Date:  October 20, 2012 
Time:  11:00 A. M. 

 
Debra Jeffers, our OGS Trustee will take us on a 

tour of the facility and answer any questions that we 
might have.  After a break for lunch you can stay 
until the library closes to do personal research. 

We will waive the reading of the minutes from 
last meeting, the treasurer’s report and any commit-
tee reports.  The minutes and treasurer’s report will 
be available for anyone who would like to see them.   

You can bring your own lunch or go to one of the 
nearby eateries before coming back to do your re-
search. 

Please RSVP to dgus@genealogybug.net if you 
plan to make the trip.  Or call Dave at (614) 573-
1607. If you need a ride include that in your RSVP.   

 

mailto:llgbug@genealogybug.net
mailto:C.Wood73@yahoo.com
mailto:9aboerger@gmail.com
mailto:bouic1@gmail.com
mailto:ejadams@main-net.com
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News Briefs & Announcements
We have a new book in our collection of publica-
tions for sale, Union County, Ohio Domestic & Pa-
ternity Suits Case File Index (1820-1950), was 
compiled by Steven W. Badenhop and published by 
the Union County Chapter of the Ohio Genealogical 
Society.  This 78 page book contains an alphabetical 
list of plaintiffs and defendants in domestic cases 
filed in Union County.  Also included is the location 
of the files, charts showing the number of divorces 
and paternity suits filed (1820-1950) and much more. 
The price is $14 for the book and $7.00 for a CD, 
plus tax for Ohio residents and $3.00 S & H.  We are 
offering a 10% discount on any orders received be-
fore January 1, 2013. 

� 

Member Scott Hawley has a very well written 
article published in Ohio Genealogical Society Quar-
terly, Volume 52, No. 3, Fall 2012, page 126.  Scott 
has done an outstanding job.  Additionally, the 
“About the Author” paragraph at the end of the arti-
cle is well worth reading, too.  Scott has given Dave 
and Leona Gustafson much appreciated assistance 
with their photographing of the cemeteries in Union 
County and he is a volunteer for Find A Grave.  Scott 
has also contributed to this newsletter more than 
once. 

� 

Veterans Remembrance Changes – New day 
and time. Voices from the Stone will honor three 
Civil War Veterans this year on Veterans’ Day, Sun-
day, November 11, at 2 p. m. The ceremony will be 
held at Veterans Monument Plaza corner of 5th and 
Court Streets.  Bad weather alternate site is First 
Presbyterian Church. 

 The honorees are Melviron Wilcox, who served 
in the 121st OVI, Co. C, and was killed in action on 
July 17, 1864, died at Big Shanty, Georgia, and is 
buried at Nashville National Cemetery.  Speaking for 
his descendants will be Mary Jane Wilcox Croth-
ers.  An additional honoree is Richard Wilcox, 66th 
OVI, Co. F; died of wounds June 26, 1864. 

 The public is invited and those who purchased 
paver bricks after October 15, 2011, will be recog-
nized.   

If you have questions, you may call Esther 
Carmany, 937-644-8325. 

� 

Announcing the 6th Annual OGS Writing 
Competition: OGS is sponsoring its sixth annual 
genealogical writing contest to reward genealogical 
authorship and fill the pages of its renowned journals 

with member-contributed articles.  All entries fitting 
the criteria will be considered for publication in Ohio 
Genealogy News (OGN) or the Ohio Genealogical 
Society Quarterly (OGSQ). Entries will be accepted 
from 1 January 2013 through 28 February 2013. 
Winners will be announced during the annual meet-
ing at the 2013 OGS Conference in Cincinnati, Ohio.  
To learn more go to:  

http://www.ogs.org/writing_contest/index.php If 
you do not have access to a computer, send a request 
for the rules and style guide to: 

OGS Writing Competition 
611 State Route 97 West 
Bellville, OH 44813 

� 

OGS Car Raffle ending 31 December 2012.  If 
you haven’t already purchased a raffle ticket you 
might want to consider doing so now.  Price is $6.00 
per ticket, $25 for a packet of five tickets or $100 for 
five packets of tickets.  The Union County Chapter, 
OGS has five packets available.  Proceeds will be 
split.  The first $24,000 will be awarded to the win-
ning ticket holder and the remaining balance will go 
to the OGS Endowment Fund. If you would like to 
purchase one or more tickets, contact Leona Gus-
tafson (614) 579-6016.  They will also be available 
for sale at the October 20 and November 17 meet-
ings. 

� 

Announcing the Fall Seminar of the Ohio 
Chapter of Palatines to America: 

Saturday Oct 13, 2012, 9AM - 3:30 PM, at 
the Der Dutchman in Plain City. 
Speaker is Dr. Michael D. Lacopa 
 Fee is $39.00 for members, $49.00 for non-
members 

To learn more and to register go to: 
 http://www.palam.org/calendar.php  

� 

Help wanted!!  We still need a Program Chairper-
son to take charge of scheduling most monthly meet-
ings.  All members of the executive board are happy 
to pitch in and help.  All committee chairpersons are 
also members of the society’s executive board   If 
you would like to volunteer and/or have questions 
contact Leona:  
 

Phone:  614-579-6016 
Email:  llgbug@genealogybug.net 
Mail: UCCOGS President, P. O. Box 438, 
Marysville, Ohio 43040-0438. 

tel:937-644-8325
http://www.palam.org/calendar.php
mailto:llgbug@genealogybug.net
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August Minutes & Meeting  
      By Marie Bouic, Recording Secretary 

 
The Union County Chapter of the Ohio Genealog-

ical Society met on August 18 at the Marysville Pub-
lic Library. President Leona Gustafson welcomed 
everyone.   A motion was made and passed to dis-
pense with the reading of the minutes. 

Dave Gustafson, Corresponding Secretary and 
Membership Chair received two new memberships 
today. 

Nancy Katzenbach, Chapter Librarian, reported 
that help is still need to put obits online for 
Rutherford B. Hayes Library.  Please see Sue 
Kienbaum or skienbaum@marysvillelib.org.  The 
library has also unveiled a new project, Photos of 
Union County.  They are looking for old photos of 
places and families of Union County.  These will be 
scanned and returned to you unharmed.  The website 
for the project is: 
http://www.photohio.org/collections.mpl_ucphoto/ 

Nina Boerger, Treasurer gave the report for July.  
The beginning checking account  balance for June 30 
was $1,988.24.  Income for July was $152.89 and 
there were no expenses leaving a balance in the 
checking account of $2,141.13. The Savings account 
had $2,964.63 and the 2 CD’s were worth 
$13,014.72 leaving a balance of all acounts of 
$17,967.59.   She also announced The Veteran’s 
Remembrance Committee upcoming Voice from the 
Stone event for Monday, November 12 at 11 a.m.  
The honoree is Meviron Wilcox who served with the 
121st Co. C and was killed in action on July 17, 1864.  
Speaking for his descendants will be Mary Jane 
Wilcox Crothers.   

Leona strongly urged anyone working on their 
pioneer papers to get them turned in for next year’s 
banquet.  Brian Wade, chairman of the Civl War 
Families, has received two applications for the Civil 
War Families of Union County. 

Leona then introduced our speaker for our pro-
gram, Dana Palmer who presented the topic, “Hid-

den Treasures at Family 
Search”.  Dana is a 
teacher, lecturer, author 
and professional geneal-
ogist.  She is the presi-
dent of Warren County 
Genealogical Society.  
She shared her Power-
Point presentation on the 
SmartBoard and gave 
many tips and examples 
on how to use the web-

site, FamilySearch.org.  The Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints is digitizing and indexing their 
records that are held in a vault in Salt Lake City.  
The vault is the equivalent in size to twenty-two Li-
braries of Congress.  All the information on the site 
is free and can be printed or saved to your computer. 

In the Historical Records section of the website, 
census, military, death, birth and marriage records 
can be found.  If there is a camera icon beside the 
listing, a copy of the actual record is available to 
download or print from your computer. 

Family Trees are submitted by users.  A tip she 
gave on using the Family Trees on the Website is to 
be sure and verify the information you find as it may 
not be accurate.    

In the Library Catalog section of the website you 
can look up information on county levels and could 
even find an early county history book.  They have 
been digitizing and adding many county histories 
weekly.  Also found in this section they may list 
County Courts, Probate Courts, Clerk of Courts and 
Health Departments.  If the image or information that 
you are looking for is not on the website you may 
take the film number and order it from a local Family 
History Center. 

Research Wiki is an online encyclopedia for ge-
nealogists and much of the information found there 
contains how-to instructions about family history. 

In the Learn section of the website, check out the 
Family Search Forums, Social groups and Discussion 
forums.  You may find an answer or get more infor-
mation on a specific item or topic you are looking 
for.  Also in the Learn section are many free online 
research courses that have a video presentation or 
PDF documents on topics that may include English 
beginning research, German research and more. 

The Discussion Forums is a place where you can 
get your questions answered.  Tech Tips is an update 
site that you can find out about the latest technology 
to use with your genealogy. 

Don’t skip the Help Center, you can find lots of 
good information here too.  They are always looking 
for volunteers to help with indexing and you can 
check that out at the site too.  The Blog is where the 
latest news and press articles are posted.  The IGI – 
International Genealogical Index is on the site too.  
The 1940 Census of the United States is now com-
pleted and you can search it on this site also.  Dana 
gave a few other websites that she has found helpful: 
Fold3.com partners with the National Archives for 
military records, newspaperarchive.com, Genuki.org 
for free English research and FindMyPast.com.  She 
invited everyone to attend the Ohio Genealogical   

(Concluded next page)

mailto:skienbaum@marysvillelib.org
http://www.photohio.org/collections.mpl_ucphoto/
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(August Minutes/Meeting concluded) 
 
On September 15, Dave Gustafson will present 

the program “Auxiliary Software for Genealogists” 
at the Marysville Public Library.  October 20 we will 
be traveling to the Ohio Genealogical Library in 
Bellville, OH to tour the library and do research.  On 
November 17 the topic will be Union County in the 
War of 1812 with speakers Robert Parrott and Ste-
phen Badenhop. 

In addition to Mrs. Palmer and the Executive 
Board members already mentioned, those present for 
the presentation were: Terry & Carol Powell, Vir-
ginia Smith, Rosella Renz, Sarah Pettersson of 
Copenhagen, Denmark, Vi Hill, Jim & Lois Dale, 
Barry Reese, Lewis Cook, Kermit & Ruth Anne 
Morse, Roz Bressler, Calvin Wood, Karen Vance, 
Sara Halley, Carole Schwartz, Nina Lee Hamp-
ton, Lynn Baldwin, Eva F. Schooley, Darlene 
Shull, David & Debbie White, Judy Mitchell, and 
Angela Beaver. 

 
 

September Minutes & Meeting 
By Marie Bouic, Recording Secretary 

 
The Union County Chapter of the Ohio Genealogi-

cal Society met on September 15 at the Marysville Pub-
lic Library. President Leona Gustafson welcomed 
everyone.  Reading of the minutes was waived. 

Treasurer Nina Boerger gave the report for August.  
The July 31 balance in the checking account was 
$2,161.70.  Income for the August was $316.50 and 
Expenses were $260.54 leaving a balance in the check-
ing account of $2,217.66.  The savings account balance 
was $2,964.63 and the 2 CD’s were worth $13,014.72 
leaving a total balance of $17,967.59 for August 31. 

So far no Pioneer applications have been turned in.   
Dave Gustafson, corresponding secretary and 

membership chair announced he had received two dues 
renewals, two new members and one book order.  

Brian Wade, chairman of the Civil War Families, 
has received three applications.  Virginia Smith and 
Lynn Baldwin are assisting Brian with that project. 

Debra Jeffers, trustee for our area of the Ohio Ge-
nealogical Society was present for our meeting.  She 
will be leading us on a tour of the library at Bellville 
October 20th. 

Leona Gustafson, announced the deadline for the 
next newsletter which will be September 24.  She also 
announced we will have a new publication available 
next month, Domestic & Paternity Suit Case File Index 
(1820-1950) compiled by Stephen Badenhop.  She 
also announced the Civil War Symposium to be held in 

Lancaster on September 29 & 30.  The Union County 
Covered Bridge Festival will be held September 21-23.   

Vice President, Calvin Wood announced the Fami-
ly History Expo to be held at Salt Lake City, Utah next 
month from October 22-26. 

Leona then introduced her resident computer expert 
and husband, Dave Gustafson, who presented the pro-

gram, “Auxiliary 
Software for Ge-
nealogists.”  Dave 
has worked with 
computers and 
software for 45 
years.  He has 
worked as a pro-
grammer and sys-
tems analyst and 
most recently as a 
systems coordina-
tor for the Frank-

lin County, Ohio Auditors Office.  He is a Certified 
Geographic Information Systems Specialist and has 
created GIS systems for several companies and agen-
cies including the Franklin County Auditor.  He shared 
a PowerPoint program and passed out detailed handout 
on programs that would be helpful for genealogists and 
demonstrated how some of the programs worked. 

The top five internet browsers which are all free for 
downloading are: Firefox, Google Chrome, Internet 
Explorer, Opera and Safari.  PDF Viewers and Creators 
had several free downloads and he demonstrated Foxit.  
It uses less memory than Adobe and is faster in down-
loading files. He demonstrated how you could open the 
Civil War Families application on our website and fill 
in your information and save the file and either print it 
out or send the file by e-mail.  He also showed how 
PrimoPDF worked too which is another free software 
PDF program. In the security software category he sug-
gested using an anti-virus and a supplemental anti-
malware program to keep your computer virus free.  He 
also stressed not to open anything that you receive from 
someone you don’t know.  For photo and graphics edi-
tor he had several free programs listed and demonstrat-
ed Paintshop Pro X4 which is one that he uses and is 
not a free program.  He also had a list of OCR (Optical 
Character Recognition) programs and demonstrated 
OmniPage17.  An OCR program will convert a JPG file 
or form to a file that can be edited or searched.  If any-
one is interested in the handout from the meeting or if 
you have questions, you may contact Dave at: 
dgus@genealogybug.net 

 
Present, in addition to those previously mentioned, 

were: Marie Bouic, Vi Hill, Barry Reese, Eva F. 
Schooley, Darlene Shull, Marianne Senecal, Kevin 
Longberry, and Joe Aufderweide.  

mailto:dgus@genealogybug.net
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Marysville’s First High School 
Robert W. Parrott 

 
East School Building, 1877 

 
Five high schools have been built at Marysville.  The first was known as East School and was located on 

the corner of East Sixth and South Chestnut Streets.  It was designed by Toledo, architects, Gibbs & Moser.  
(David W. Gibbs would later design the Union County Courthouse.) Construction began in 1876 and was 
completed in 1877.  Woodward & Son of Mt. Gilead, Ohio, was the builder.  Originally, the school had three 
stories and a tower.  In 1916, the tower was destroyed by high winds and in 1925 the third floor was removed.   
When the school was opened in 1877, it was both a high school and grade school.  At that time, the high 
school instruction was a three-year course.  In 1901, this was changed to a four-year program.  The Class of 
1879 was the first to graduate from Marysville High School.  East School served as a high school for graduat-
ing classes from 1879 to 1914.  After 1914, East School was no longer used for high school purposes, but con-
tinued as a school for lower grades. Classes were held in this building through 1972.  In that year, East School 
was formerly decommissioned from the public school system and the building was razed shortly thereafter. 
  
Graduates from East School (extracted from the graduation programs): 
 
CLASS OF 1879:  Clara A. Hawley, Lillie Robb, Flora J. Ryan, John H. Thompson, Luella M. Wall 
 
CLASS OF 1880:  Lutrelle Henderson, Nettie A. Kennedy, W. K. Liggett, Houghton A. Morey, Dana C. 
Porter, Lizzie Whelpley, Frank H. Wall, Josephine Vaughn 
 
CLASS OF 1881:  Laura M. Baldwin, Charles O. Coder, Lottie L. Dolbear, Fay L. Harrington, Kate M. 
King, Drusie I. Kinkade, Mattie F. Liggett, William M. Palen, Jeannette B. Pierson, Juliet Pope, Kate E. 
Reagle, Lena Robb, Nellie E. Robinson, Carrie B. Whitman, Will E. Winget 
 
EDITOR’S NOTE:  All graduating classes (1879 – 1914) are listed in this article, but there is too little space 
to include them all in this issue.  They will appear in upcoming issues. 
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REMINISCENCE OF THE BATTLE 
OF VICKSBURG 

By D. D. Mather (1841-1927) 
Submitted by Jean Hunt 

 
This reminiscence was written by Daniel Da-

vidson Mather at about the age of 79 about 1923 for 
Dr. E. L. Mather of Akron, Ohio, probably a grand-
son who shared it with other relatives. 

The uncle who passed this narrative along to me, 
Max Wellington Clowers wrote:  My Grandfather, 
D. D. Mather, was born December 27, 1841 on the 
old home farm in Jackson Township, Union County, 
Ohio.  Essex, Ohio was the home community and 
many members of his family are buried in the Price 
Cemetery in Essex.  He was one of four children who 
lived beyond childhood.  His sister Mary lived at 
home.  Brothers were Dr. John Mather, Alonzo 
Mather and one other.  He married Emily Cheney in 
1871.  There were twelve or thirteen children but 
only five survived to adulthood: Wellington, Bertie, 
Addah, Grace and Mabel Faye.  D. D. Mather lived 
to the age of 86.  He was in excellent health when he 
was struck down by a car.  His reputation as a walk-
er and an exponent of walking for health had gained 
him wide attention around Columbus, Ohio where 
the family home was ultimately established.  He had 
accomplished 32 miles of walking in one day and 
was aiming for 40 when he was fatally injured.  His 
body lies in [Section 75 Lot 306] Green Lawn Ceme-
tery at Columbus, Ohio.  

 

 
Photo by Leona L. Gustafson 

 
************ 

On the morning of December 26, 1862, we left 
the Mississippi and went up the Yazoo River as far 
as Johnston’s plantation.  After our gunboats had 
shelled the cane brakes and fields, we landed our 
forces, ate our dinners, and advanced that afternoon 
perhaps a mile.  Not meeting any Confederates, we 
returned to the river again and lay that night under 
the protection of our gunboats. 

The morning of the 27th we advanced a mile or 

more.  That night we lay in an open field in sight of 
Walnut Hills which was strongly fortified and held 
by the Confederates.  There was a cotton gin nearby, 
filled with unginned cotton, and as the ground was 
soaked with water, we soon availed ourselves of cot-
ton sufficient to absorb what moisture there was.  
Some of the boys accidentally set the gin on fire and 
we were soon awakened with a most unearthly crash.  
There had been a quantity of some highly combus-
tible material which blew it into atoms.  Just at this 
time the Johnnies opened up with some shells and a 
frightened mule ran away hitched to an old spring 
wagon with the spokes rattling in the wheels.  We 
would not let a thing like that disturb us very long 
and were soon asleep again. 

The morning of the 28th we advanced again and 
had not gone very far when the rebels opened fire at 
close range.  They were hidden in a ravine nearby.   
A number of our men were killed or wounded in this 
engagement.  The smoke soon became so thick we 
could see for only a short distance.  There was an-
other forward movement in the afternoon and we 
charged a few hundred yards into the woods.  While 
we were passing a company of Indiana troops a shell 
burst in their midst and I saw several men blown to 
pieces.  I think that nearly a half-dozen were killed 
besides those wounded.  We continued to advance 
‘til we got to a strip of fallen timber. 

There were two batteries of (16) gun rifled can-
non (30lb.) brought forward and we kept up a con-
tinual fire all that afternoon.  We were ordered to 
keep ourselves behind logs and trees as much as pos-
sible and while I was lying behind a cypress log that 
afternoon a new recruit discharged his gun with the 
muzzle close to my ear.  I turned to give him some 
instructions and while I was still speaking a bullet 
blew the blood and brains out of the side of his fore-
head.  He was shot the first time he was ever under 
fire. 

About one o’clock the next day Major General 
George W. Morgan came into the woods where we 
were lying and said to the 16th Ohio Volunteer Infan-
try, “Fall in, I want you to drive those Rebel Hell 
Hounds from their fortifications.”  This was an awful 
moment.  We had perhaps two hundred yards of fall-
en timber to climb over, then a bayou and after that 
an open field to cross in the face of perhaps a hun-
dred cannon and thousands of infantrymen.  I 
thought of Father and Mother, Brothers and Sister 
and the feeling came over me that rather than have 
word go back home that I had showed the white 
feather, I would die on the battlefield.  After that was 
settled in my mind all fear left me. 

 
(Continued in November - December issue)
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Records Center & Archives 
By Stephen W. Badenhop 

Records Center & Archives Coordinator 
Union County Archives 

128 South Main Street, Suite 114 
Marysville, OH 43040 
Phone: (937)-645-4177 

Fax: (937)-645-4173 
 

PATERNITY SUIT CASE FILES 
 

These records are arranged numerically by case 
type and contain the original complaint in a paternity 
or bastardy court proceeding showing: plaintiff, de-
fendant, transcript of proceedings from hearing held 
before a justice of the peace.  They also may contain 
copies of depositions, witness statements, division of 
real and personal property for the maintenance of the 
child, motions to dismiss, order of court either dis-
missing the complaint or acknowledging paternity, 
verdicts of the jury in determining paternity, and or-
ders of the court. 

The importance of these records for genealogist is 
that these records show the determination of a father-
child relationship for unmarried women.  They con-
tain information on the alleged father, the birth of the 
child and residences of the parties involved.  These 
records may help determine the father of a child born 
before the mother was married or why a child was 
born before a woman was married. 

These records originate with a justice of the peace 
and where maintained by the townships, unless they 
were appealed or forwarded on to the common pleas 
court for judgment.  This index only covers those 
records that were transferred from the justices of the  

 
peace to the common pleas court.  The Ohio Consti-
tution of 1802 provided for the creation of justices of 
the peace, as a court of first resort, equivalent to the 
modern day municipal court, for minor civil and 
criminal matters.  A legislative act in 1805 for “the 
maintenance and support of illegitimate children” 
granted the justices jurisdiction over paternity suits, 
or as it was known at the time, bastardy cases.  These 
cases were brought before a justice of the peace to 
establish paternity between the father and child and 
ensure that the father provided financial support for 
the raising of the child.  If the unmarried women 
failed to bring a suit or did not prosecute the case to 
final judgment, then the township overseers of the 
poor could bring a suit against the alleged father to 
secure financial support for the raising of the child.  
This was the whole reason for the suits, to make sure 
the child was not raised at the public expense. 

If the accused would not acknowledge paternity 
or agree to pay for the maintenance of the child then 
the case was transferred to the common pleas court 
for final judgment.  There either a judge or a jury 
would determine paternity and any resulting financial 
settlement if the alleged father was determined to be 
the father.  This system existed until the mid-
Twentieth Century when paternity suits began to be 
heard in both common pleas and juvenile courts until 
they were eventually heard in exclusively juvenile 
courts.  Today, paternity, with modern blood testing 
techniques, is handled either through the Department 
of Job and Family Services as part of a child support 
case, which is then handled through the juvenile 
court or is determined by the juvenile court under the 
previous system. 

 

 

Extracted from
Maurine & Glenn Harris, compilers, Concise Genealogical 

Dictionary (Ancestry Pub, Salt Lake City, UT, 1989), page 1 
 

abatement:  1:  the difference between the amount 
of the estate an heir is to receive as specified in a will 
and the amount actually received, due to property 
devaluation between the time the will was made and 
when the death occurred; the entry of a stranger into 
the estate after the death of the possessor but before 
the heir or devisee can take control.  
 

 
2:  In heraldry, a mark of dishonor in a coat of arms, 
the most common of which was the point and gore, 
which cut off an angle on the shield and was awarded 
for lying, boasting, drunkenness, killing a prisoner 
who had surrendered, rape and sloth in war. 
 

abavus:  (Lat) second great-grandfather; ancestor. 
 

abeyance:  the condition of an estate which either 
has been claimed but not taken possession of, or 
which is liable to be claimed by someone. 
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Upcoming War of 1812 Events in Union County 
 
October 18, 2012:  

Union County Historical Society Dinner, Der Dutchman 
Restaurant, Plain City, 6:00 p.m. 
Speaker:  Lou Schultz, lecturer, historian and member of 
 the Ohio War of 1812 Bicentennial Commission will  
present “The War of 1812 in Ohio,” an exciting but little 
 known chapter in Ohio history”.  Reservations needed. 

 
October 19, 2012: 

Dedication of Historical Marker to honor  the 1812 
Blockhouse on Mill Creek, Paris Township, the only  
fortification erected in Union County.  City of Marys- 
ville Reservoir, Raymond Road north of  Marysville, 
10:30 a.m.  Speaker:  Stephen W. Badenhop, historian 
 and archivist.  Free. 

 
November 17, 2012: 

Union County Chapter of the Ohio Genealogical 
Society Meeting 
Speakers:  Stephen W. Badenhop and Robert W. 
Parrott , “The War of 1812 in Union County,” a look at  
what was happening in the Union County area during  
1812, 1813 and 1814.  
Marysville Public Library, lower level Meeting Room A, 
10:00 a.m.  Free. 
 

 
 

Computer Q & A 
By Dave Gustafson 

dgus@genealogybug.net 
 

Q:  When I use the familysearch.org website to search BOOKS, I lose patience because it takes so long to 
download a book.  My question, then, is whether it may benefit me to use Foxit?  (I'm somewhat reluctant to 
keep adding software to my older PC.) 
 
A:  When you download any file, the time required is dependent on several factors. 
 

1. The size of the PDF file. 
2. The performance of the Website server. 
3. The performance of the Internet at that time. 
4. The performance of your Internet service provider (ISP). 
5. The performance of your computer. 
6. The performance/size of your software (Adobe-42.0Mb or Foxit-7.7Mb) 

   
Because Foxit PDF reader is about 1/6 the size of Adobe, it will activate faster and display the file faster.  If 
everything else is very fast you would notice a big difference. 
  
You would not be adding software, you would be replacing a bloated piece of software with a smaller piece of 
software.  After you download and install Foxit, uninstall Adobe PDF reader. 

Watercolor by E. Gene Sellers 
Used with permission. 

mailto:dgus@genealogybug.net
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Photo Follow-up 
 

 
 

In the July-August issue of the Union Echoes member John Gray requested assistance naming most of the 
people in this photograph which was sent to him by a cousin, Greg Thompson.  The original photo is owned 
by Don Austin of Forest Grove, Oregon who gave his permission to use the photo here.  While Rev. Gray did 
not receive any responses to his query, he now believes that he can name the individuals in the photo.  The 
following, extracted from an Email to Greg Thompson, shows the methods Rev. Gray used to make his deduc-
tions. 
 

By comparing dates of birth, marriage and death in both the Gray and Battees families, I was able to deter-
mine who could not possibly have been in the picture, assuming a date of the late 1860s or early 1870s.  I have 
therefore deduced the following:   
 

1)  The inscription on the back of the original has little meaning to me, other than the picture came 
down through Lulu Kelly's side of the Battees family. 
2)  I date the picture as about January 1871--likely the occasion of John Casner Battees marriage to 
Mary Ellen Richards.  The clothing appears appropriate for the 1870's.  If I am correct in dating the  
picture, that automatically precludes Julia's oldest daughter from the being in the picture (Sarah Gray, 
d. 1865), and Julia's youngest son (Kenny Gray, KIA Gettysburg 1863), and (William Spenser 
Battees, KIA Ft. Republic 1862.) 
3)  I can account for all the people in the picture except the young boy standing on the far right. 
4)   Assumption is that the back row are all Battees family members John Battees, Sr. seated in the 
front row.   The lady on the left end and the man on the right end in the front row are Juliann's children 
by her marriage to my great-great-grandfather, John Gray (1785-1855). 
3)  Front row (seated) left to right: 

a)  Abigail Gray, b. ca 1842, Julia's youngest and only surviving daughter, m. 1859 Silas 
      Graham. 
b)  Julia Ann (Sherman) Gray, b. 1816, married first 1832 to  John Gray who d. 1855.  She  
      m. 2nd, John Battees, b. 1814, who is seated next to her. 

(Concluded next page) 
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c)  John Battees 1814-1894. 
d)  Silas George Gray, my great-grandfather, b. 1844, he later married in 1876, Sarah Blue.  
     He is the only son of Julia of the right age to be in a picture with her dated 1871 - except for  
     Silas' older brother James who was a smaller man and who lived in Ostrander.  All other  
     Gray brothers and sisters accounted for. 

 

4)  Back row, left to right: 
 a)  Mary Elizabeth Battees, b. ca 1845, later married in 1873 John F. Slagle. 
 b)  Louisa A. Battees, b. ca 1849, later married Jasper Graham. 
 c)  Vianna Battees, b. ca 1853, mother likely died giving her birth, she married William Lee. 
 d)  Mary Ellen Richards, wife of John Casner Battees 
 e)  John Casner Battees 
 f)  Unidentified young boy 

 
All other Battees girls and boys are accounted for. 

My wife helped me sort out the possibilities as to who is in the picture; between the two of us this is our 
best guess.  If you look at the 1850-1880 census for John Battees you can account for all of the children he had 
by Eliza McCrary (no children by his other 3 marriages, including Juliann.) 

I also consulted some friends of mine who are very good at dating pictures.  The consensus is this was a 
family picture taken to celebrate some special occasion, most likely a wedding.  The woman next to  

Mary Ellen Richards looks like the woman in the other picture you sent me of John Casner and wife.  
Clothing styles suggest late 1800's. 

If I am correct, and the man seated on the far right is my great-grandfather, Silas George Gray, and as such 
would be the only picture we have of him in his younger years.  For that alone, I am deeply indebted to you, 
Greg, for passing this picture on to me.  Thank you! 

 
Recent Library Visitors  

NOTE:  As always, only visitors who give permission for their information to be published appear here. 
Visitor’s 

Name Address Email Surnames 

Marvin White 2385 Mitchell Ave 
Mims, FL 32754 mvw258@hotmail.com Bonnett, Whetzell, 

Carpenter, White 

Jim Lowe 232 Elwood Ave 
Marysville, OH 43040 stockmanjim@hotmail.com Lowe, Bradford, 

Guisinger, Watts 

Robbie Curry Apt 1850 Bethlehem 
Prospect, OH 43342 rapt@delawarelibrary.org Curry, Lowrey 

James Westlake 33869 Maple Ridge 
Avon, OH 44011  Hicks, Piatt, Westlake, 

Haines 

Marsha Rausch 14500 Blues Creek  
Marysville, OH 43040  Rausch, Blue, 

Jackson 

Edna Wilcox 30030 Woods Rd 
Richwood, OH 43344  Godfrey, Graham, 

Wilcox 

William & Joyce Hurtt 536 Olney Ave 
Marion, OH 43302 hurtrjb@yahoo.com Smith, Chapman 

Sharon Pfeiffer 34100 Winnemac Rd 
Richwood, OH 43344  Colomber, Chandler 

Charles Raine 1223 Deer Run Rd 
Centerville, OH 45459 ceraine@gmail.com Phillips (Seth & dau. 

Laura) 

Christina Dunn 221 E Cooke Rd 
Columbus, OH 43214  Guy, Weidman 

Dr. Charles F. 
“Chuck” Bragg 

9771 Logan Ln 
Fishers, IN 46037 cfbragg@iquest.net Graves (David Ellis) 

Jim & Betty Bogart 203 Marion 7075 
Flippin, AR 72634 bogartj@southshore.com Horn, Haynes 

 Mitchell 

mailto:mvw258@hotmail.com
mailto:stockmanjim@hotmail.com
mailto:rapt@delawarelibrary.org
mailto:hurtrjb@yahoo.com
mailto:ceraine@gmail.com
mailto:cfbragg@iquest.net
mailto:bogartj@southshore.com


 

 

5 Generation Ancestor Chart  



 

 

Publications of the Union County Chapter OGS 
PLEASE NOTE:  *Only Ohio Residents need to pay Ohio Tax1.* 

**Please include $3.00 shipping and handling for the first book and $1.00 for each additional 
book/volume/CD.** 

 

PUBLICATIONS PRICE OHIO  TAX1 CD/PDF OHIO TAX 

1870 Census Index, Union County, Ohio         –            CLEARANCE – 50% OFF was $10.00 $5.00 $0.34   

1877 Atlas of Union County, Ohio Includes Index $25.00 $1.69   

Amerine Cemetery; database of History, genealogy, Obituaries, Tombstone Photos   $20.00 $1.35 

Excerpts from Marysville Tribune: Volume 1: 1850-1890 by Margaret Main Bouic $20.00 $1.35 $10.00 $0.68 

Excerpts from Marysville Tribune: Volume 2: 1891-1903 by Margaret Main Bouic $20.00 $1.35 $10.00 $0.68 
Excerpts from Marysville Tribune: Volume 3: 1904-1910 by Margaret Main Bouic $20.00 $1.35 $10.00 $0.68 

Excerpts from Marysville Tribune: Volumes 1-3   [shipping $5.00 – CD shipping $3.00] $55.00 $3.72 $27.50 $1.86 

Excerpts from Marysville Tribune: Volume 4: 1911-1915 by Margaret Main Bouic $20.00 $1.35 $10.00 $0.68 

Excerpts from Marysville Tribune: Volumes 1-4   [shipping $6.00 – CD shipping $3.00] $70.00 $4.73 $35.00 $2.36 
Gleanings from the Richwood Gazette $20.00 $1.35 $10.00 $0.68 

History of Union County, Ohio Beers’ edition, 3 vol. Paperback (Reprint) [shipping $5] $65.00 $4.39   

Index to Recorded Deaths of Union County, Ohio Prior to1909 V. Smith  2006 136 pgs $15.00 $1.01 $7.50 $0.51 

Index to 1900 Union County, Ohio Census (persons 21 & over) 81 pages $14.00 $0.95 $7.00 $0.48 
Infirmary, Union County, OH 1867-1961 60 pages $10.00 $0.68 $5.00 $0.34 

Domestic & Paternity Suits Case File Index (1820-1950) 80 pages NEW $14.00 $0.95 $7.00 $0.48 

Marriage Records of Union County, Ohio 1820-1900 by Dianna Hearl (Reprint) $25.00 $1.69 $12.50 $0.85 

Memories & Sketches of Civil War Era of Northern Union County, OH $20.00 $1.35 $10.00 $0.68 
News of Our Civil War Veterans, Union County Ohio…1862-1939 by V. Smith 2008 $20.00 $1.35 $10.00 $0.68 

Records of Affidavits, Book One, Probate Court, Union County, Ohio by Ila L. Larue $17.00 $1.15 $8.50 $0.57 

CEMETERY RECORDS     

Claibourne Township 156 pages $10.00 $0.68 $5.00 $0.34 

Darby-Jerome Township 160 pages $14.00 $0.95 $7.00 $0.48 

Dover-Jackson-Leesburg-Millcreek Townships 134 pages $14.00 $0.95 $7.00 $0.48 

Forest Grove Cemetery, Plain City, Ohio  183 pages $24.00 $1.62 $12.00 $0.81 
Liberty-Paris-Taylor-Washington Townships 164 pages $10.00 $0.68 $5.00 $0.34 

Oakdale Cemetery, Marysville, Ohio (2 volumes) 418 pages [shipping $4] $38.00 $2.57 $19.00 $1.29 

Union-Allen Townships 116 pages $10.00 $0.68 $5.00 $0.34 

York Township 134 pages $9.00 $0.61 $5.00 $0.34 
Index to ALL Cemetery Books 234 pages $27.00 $1.82 $13.50 $0.91 

All Cemetery Records in PDF format on one CD   $75.00 $5.06 

Union Echoes, Bi-monthly publication of Union County Chapter, OGS     

1988-1991 Six issues, with index, per year (specify year(s) you want) $5.00    
1992-2004 Six issues, with index, per year (specify year(s) you want) $7.00    

Union Echoes 1981 thru present - all on one CD in PDF format  (1981-2008 not searchable)   $20.00 $1.35 
 

Make your check payable to and mail your order to: 
Union County Chapter of OGS, PO Box 438, Marysville, OH 43040-0438 

 
Name ___________________________________________Mbr. Nbr. ____  Book order total   _______ 

 
Address _____________________________________________________  Ohio Sales Tax * + _______ 

 
City ________________________________________________________ Shipping ** + _______ 

 
State ______________________________ Zip_____________-________ TOTAL ENCLOSED _______ 

 

1Revised/Printed: 5 January 2010 (new tax rate of 6.75%* effective July 1, 2008 [*7.25% Jerome Twp.]) 



 

 

Creeks of Union County 
 

Our pioneer ancestors had to take many things into 
consideration when they were seeking a new home in 
the Ohio wilderness; probably the most important 
was water.  Many creeks and runs flow through Un-
ion County; too many to be included in the puzzle.  
So our friendly puzzle maker limited the puzzle to 

creeks.  This list was compiled from information 
found on at the USGS Geographic Names Infor-
mation System (GNIS).  The word “creek” is not 
used in the puzzle and there is no space between 
words.  Words run horizontally, vertically, and diag-
onally.  They can be spelled forward or backward. 

 
 

 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION OR RENEWAL FORM 

[return this complete page with dues including address label (member number(s) is on label)] 
For renewals if there is NO change from information on address label you do not have to complete the rest of this form, only * items if there 
are changes to information you have previously submitted. Please place an “X” by changes in any area of your membership status. 
 
May we use information in our membership directory or placed on the Web site?  Yes___   No ___ 
 

NAME _________________________ Member No. ____ *SPOUSE ______________Member No.____ 
Add spouse as member?  Yes____  No ____     Maiden name ____________________ 

*ADDRESS ___________________________________ email *________________________________ 

*CITY _________________________________ *STATE _________ *ZIP __________________ (5+4) 

____ New Member    ____Renewal    ____Returning Member 

GO GREEN!  Please, send my Union Echoes to the E-mail address listed above.  ___Yes ___No 

Dues are $12 per household for 12 months, January-December 

   Make check payable to: Union County Chapter OGS 
► Are you a member of Ohio Genealogical Society?   Yes ____ No ____ 
Surnames you are researching in Union County: _____________________________________________ 
Monies earned from the sale of publications are used to purchase research books and materials for Marysville, Plain City, and Richwood Public Libraries. 
Donations are used to purchase microfilm for the Marysville Public Library. We are a 501(c)(3) society. 
Return form and dues to: Union County Chapter OGS 
     PO Box 438 
     Marysville, Ohio 43040-0438 


