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Librarian & Queries- Nancy Katzenbach nankatzen@gmail.com

Nancy is at the Marysville Public Library every Tuesday from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. to assist all comers.


Queries: UCCOGS Query Committee 


Send queries to newsletter editor at: slowe49@icloud.com


All queries are FREE
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Union Echoes
Newsletter of Union County Chapter of the Ohio Genealogical Society   

The Mission of the Union County Chapter of The Ohio Genealogical Society is to promote and nurture 
an  interest  in  genealogy  by  providing  instruction,  information,  and  inspiration,  while  encouraging 
members and others in the development of family histories and genealogical records for the benefit of 
future generations. 

The Union County Chapter of the Ohio Genealogy Society

P.O. Box 438, Marysville, OH 43040


Website: WWW.uccogs.org


mailto:nankatzen@gmail.com
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Remember to pay your 2025 membership dues. If you have 
a lifetime membership or you have already paid your 2025 dues

thank-you. If you are not sure of the status of your dues 
ask Nancy Katzenbach:nankatzen@gmail.com


Remember to renew your 2025 MEMBERSHIP 

APPLICATION or RENEWAL:(Renewals: please mark with an X any changes in your information) 

May we use your information on our Web site (members only section).   Yes____ No___

Name______________________Member No._____Spouse_______________Member No.____


ADDRESS________________________________________Email_________________________


CITY_____________________________STATE_____________ZIP__________________


New Member____ Renewal _____ Returning Member ____


Phone:__________________ Are you a member of Ohio Genealogical Society? Yes ___No___


Surnames you are researching in Union County __________________________


GO GREEN! May we send the Union Echoes news letter to the above email? Yes ____No____


 Dues are $15 per household for 12 months, January-December. Lifetime Member ($150.00)______ 


 Donation __________Total Enclosed _______Make check payable to: Union County Chapter OGS 


Return form and dues to:  Union County Chapter, PO Box 438, Marysville, OH  
43040-0438  These monies are used to purchase research materials, microfilm for the 
Marysville Public  Library, and for guest speakers.  We are a 501(c)(3) society.   
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Check us out on Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/UCCOGS/


mailto:nankatzen@gmail.com
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The Union County Chapter of the Ohio Genealogical Society held their meeting on September 21. 
2024 at the house which contains the library of the Union County Historical Society. Their library has 

many historical postcards and photographs that aren’t at the Marysville Library. 

Steve Lowe called the meeting to order and asked if anyone would be an officer as we have not had an 
election in sometime.  Our next meeting will be next month with the program, “Over My Dead Body” 
presented by Sue Kienbaum.


Steve then introduced our speaker, Bo Johnstone.  He is the Museum and Docent Director of the Union 
County Historical Society.  Bo served over 20 years in the U.S. Army, Army Reserves and State defense 
Forces of Ohio.  He retired from active service in 2019 with the permanent rank of Lieutenant Colonel.  His 
talk was about Company E of the 4th Ohio Infantry Regiment on the Mexican Border 1916-1917 and how it 
prepared them for World War I.   


In the spring of 1877, the Union County infantry regiment was organized in Maryville at the Armory on 4th St, 
the 14th Ohio Regiment Company of about 500 men.  There was unrest, riots and labor disturbances around 
the country and these men were called up to help.  William L. Curry was the regimental commander for a 
while.  Some of the disturbances they were involved with railway riots in Columbus and Newark in 1877, 
fires in Columbus 1879, labor troubles in Perry County in 1880 and more.  The group also served as honor 
guards at the funeral of President Garfield in 1881 and General Sherman in 1891. Bo gave many other 
historical events leading up to the activation of the Spanish American War started in May 1898.  They 
became the 4th Ohio as they were consolidated and went from being called Company e to Company D.  
August of 1898 the regiment helped capture Guyana, Puerto Rico from the Spanish.  In 1899 the regiment 
was reorganized and went back to being Company E.  Between 1900 and 1916 the mostly functioned as 
strikes and riot duty and offered assistance during the 1913 flood.  


Bo then showed what the soldiers wore during that period. The soldiers had to buy their own uniforms.  
Privates wore wool shirts and trousers while the officers wore cotton shirts.  Bo was wearing a Calvary 
uniform complete with riding boots.   He had a display of the weapons they used during that time period.  
Popular sports at time were baseball and football.  He had a ball glove, ball and hat from that period.  


After the Spanish American war, the military did a reorganization and the National Guard was an integral 
part of the U.S. Army.  Troubles were brewing on the Mexican border and President Wilson called up 25,000 
National Guard troops from Ohio, Kentucky and Vermont in June 1916, to guard against the Mexican troops 
and trouble makers.  The 4th Regiment was part of this and later was chosen to be part of the 42nd Rainbow 
Division.  In February of 1917 they started back to Ohio and was mustered out in March of 1917.   78 of the 
group that served on the Mexican Border went on to serve in France during World War I which were 
activated 4 months after they returned home. They served until April 1919.  


Bo presented lots of interesting facts and with many artifacts to go along with the talk.


Respectively Submitted

Marie Bouic
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I am sorry for omitting the key for the ghost towns. Below is the key for the townships 
and towns presented in the last two issues and for the rest of the series of the towns and 
ghost towns of Union County.

Darby Township (Organized 1820)
1. Bridgeport (Blue) - Village on Darby Creek at iron bridge across from Fairbanks Schools at southeast 
corner of intersection of Streng Rd. & Rt. 38. First settled in 1799.2&5
2. Chuckery (Red) -Located on St. Rt. 38 and St. Rt. 161. Now St. Paul's Lutheran Church and school are 
located near there.
3. North Liberty, Union, Darby & Jerome Twp. (Blue) - Located between present day Unionville Center and 
Plain City. It was located on the south side of the Big Darby Creek.
4. Sodom (Blue) - Located 2 - 3 miles from Dipple located at Fladt Rd. and Rt. 736.?
5. Unionville/ Unionville Center (Red) - The town was surveyed in 1847.? It was the only town listed in the 
1877 Union County Atlas for Darby Two.
6. Upper Liberty (Blue) - Located on the north banks of the Big Darby between Milford Center and Bridgeport 
at Reed Rd. 5
Millcreek Township (Organized 1820)
7. Oraville (Blue) - Would be the crossroads of Bell & Harriott Roads now.
8. Watkins (Red) - Platted in 1838 and the only village in townshio.
Union Township (Organized 1820)
9. Homer (Blue) - Platted in 1834 and located Rt 36/4 & Homer Rd.
10. Irwin (Red) - Was founded in 1808 bv John Irwin."
11. Milford, Mill Ford, Darby Ford, Flint, (Green) - Laid out in 1816, now Milford Center. 2 First Courthouse 
for Union County located here.
12. Post Road Settlements (Blue) - They were located between Pleasant Valley and Irwin. The Green 
Settlement and east of there was the McCloud Settlement.*
13. Rice City/Ricetown (Blue) - 1816 Located on Connor Rd. where the Hathaway Cemetery lies along the 
banks of Treacle Creek.
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Jerome Township (Organized 1821)


14. Arnold 1893 (Red) - Located south of New California on the West side of Rt. 42.﻿﻿﻿

15. Frankfort/ Beach Town/Beechtown (Green) - Present day Jerome. Platted in 1846 and first 
know as "BeachTown/Beechtown*. Located near the line between Union and Delaware Counties. 

16. Converse Settlement (Blue) - 1802 on Big Darby near Plain City.

17. Mingo Indian Village (Blue) - 1802 on banks of Big Darby Creek.

18. New California (Green) 1853 - Located on the gravel road between Marysville and Columbus.?

19. Salem (Blue) - Located at Rt. 739 and Rt. 42. 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The Union County Chapter of the Ohio Genealogical Society held their last meeting of the year 
on October 19. 2024 at Marysville Public Library in Meeting Room A.   

Steve Lowe called the meeting to order and asked if anyone would be an officer as we do not have 
elected President or Vice President.  Our next meeting will be possibly April 16 with Bo Johnstone 
for a tour of the auditorium and the Historical Society


Steve then introduced our speaker, Sue Kienbaum, Assistant Adult and Reference Librarian and 
Local History and Digitization Specialist.  Her topic was Over My Dead Body, History of 
Cemeteries and Tombstones in Union County.  Sue has been at the library for 21 years and has 
recently digitized the Oakdale Cemetery ledgers up to 1946 and also the St. John and Trinity Church 
records.  They can be found on the library’s website under Genealogy Research, Marysville Public 
Library Digital Collection.


Sue gave the history of burials starting with the Indian Mounds located around the state.  On Route 4 
heading north is one of the Indian mounds, called the Ellis Mounds which are on the right that is 
currently being farmed.  There are Public Cemeteries, Oakdale as an example, Family Cemeteries, 
Church Cemeteries; Private, and Military Cemeteries but none are located in Union County.  Mast 
Grave Cemeteries such as the Titanic Cemetery, Lodge Cemeteries as there is one located in 
Jerome, I.O.O.F. Cemetery (Jerome Township Cemetery).  There are 64 cemeteries located in Union 
County.


In 1939, the WPA mapped out cemeteries to find veterans graves.  In 1880, Herman Haerlin 
designed the Oakdale Cemetery using a garden landscape theme with walking paths.  He also 
designed The Ohio State Oval along with other cemeteries and parks.  The Oakdale Cemetery is 
now on the National Historical Register this year.  Potters field is also located in the Cemetery on the 
northern edge by the railroad tracks.  There are 25 markers and over 125 bodies are buried there.  


Sue then showed examples of symbols used on tombstones throughout the county.  From 1874 until 
World War I, zinc tombstones were popular and have withheld the ages.  She went to tell that times 
are changing from traditional, cremation and natural burials.  Some areas are going to Green 
Cemeteries to be more friendly with the environment.  They are listed in 3 categories, Conservative, 
Hybrid and Natural Burial Grounds.  There are several located in Ohio.  12 states have legalized 
Human composting as a way to be more earth friendly too. 


Those enjoying the presentation were; Virginia Smith, Steve Lowe, Marie Bouic, Nancy Katzenbach, 
Nathan Rausch, Donald & Robert Coder, Sharon Parrot, Bill Thompson, Aggie Hall, Bill McCarthy, 
Mary Sampsel, Joan Griffin, Sara Halley and Nina Lee Hampton.

 

Respectively Submitted


Marie Bouic 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