
 

Newsletter of Union County, OHIO Chapter O. G. S. 

VOL. XXIX Issue Number 1 February, 2009 
The Union County Chapter of The Ohio Genealogy Society, P.O. Box 438, Marysville, Ohio, 43040 

We meet at 9:30 A.M. on the third Saturday morning each month in the lower level meeting room at the 
Marysville Public Library, 231 Plum Street, Marysville, Ohio. Elevator inside back door. 

Internet Website http://www.rootsweb.com~ohuniogs 

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 

It's hard to realize that we are in mid-January already. One look outside confirms it. As of 
this writing, the ground is white with snow every place I look. Since there is not a lot to do 
outside, it becomes an excellent time to do some research on your genealogy projects. In 
warm weather there is always something else to attract me . I assume some of you fall into 
the same pattern. Anyway, I have some research to do on ancestors that have eluded me so 
far. 

We had our January 17 meeting at the Marysville Library. The cold weather hindered our 
attendance some. It actually warmed up to 3 or 4 degrees by the time the meeting was 
over. It was a very interesting meeting with several of our members presenting some of the 
funny, strange, or incorrect items found in records when researching their ancestors. 

I notice in the OGS mailing that the 2009 Annual Conference is at Sawmill Creek Resort, 
April 2-4. This s a great place to have a conference, so, plan to attend if you can. 

Our next meeting on February 21, looks to be an interesting one with a presentation on 
"The Lincoln Train" by Scott Troestal. 

Hope to see you there. 

B r i a n  W a d e  
brianwad@embarqmail.com 
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Union County Genealogical Society Officers and Committees 
OFFICERS: 

P res iden t  –  Br ian Wade  
Email: brianwad@,embarqmail.com 

Vice President –CalvinWood  
Email: C.Wood@yahoo.com 

Treasurer – Nina Boerger 
Email: boerger@embarqmail.com 

Recording Secretary - 
M a r i e  B o u i c  

Email: bouic1@midohio.net 
Corresponding Secretary - 

J e a n n e  H a y n e s  
Email: beanze1@imetweb.net 

Webmaster - Rebekah Headings 
E m a i l :  

rebekahmary@chuckeryohio.com 
 

COMMITTEES: 
Librarian – Nancy Katzenbach 

Email: nkatzen@embarqmail.com 

Echoes Editor –Open1 

Queries – Nancy Katzenbach 
Email: nkatzen@embarqmail.com 

Program Chairman  
D o n  D e g o o d  

Email: ddegood@columbussr.com 

 
 

PIONEER COMMITTEE: 
C h a i r p e r s o n  –  

Carol Mickley 
891 Catalpa Place 

Marysville, Ohio 43040 
Email: rmickley@columbus.mcom 

Associate – Julia Yoder 
Associate – Linda Prosser 

Send inquiries with a self addressed 
and stamped envelope to: 

UCGS Query Committee 
P . O .  B o x  4 3 8  
Marysville, Ohio 43040 

N o n - m e m b e r s  z e t  t h e  
first query free 

Please visit our UCGS Web Site: http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~ohuniogs/ 
************************************************************************* 

Librarian's Report 
Donations To Union Co. Genealogy Society 
x Cessna Township History Hardin County Donated by Diane Pierce 
x Index to Late Registrations & Corrections To Birth Records Recorded at the Union County Probate 

Court and on Micro-film in the Library; Compiled and Donated by Virginia "Ginny" Smith. 
x Index to 1900-1904 Union County Marriage Records Probate Court Vol. G. on Micro-film in the 

Library, Compiled and Donated by Virginia "Ginny" Smith. 
x Central Pennsylvania Marriages 1700-1896 Compiled by Charles A. Fisher 
x Pennsylvania Maps Plus Pennsylvania Courthouses County Seats Date County was created, Parent 

county. Compiles by Closson Press 
x Early Schools of Champaign County, Oh. By Champaign County Genealogy Society 
x Irwin, Ohio Bicentennial Celebration 1976 
x The Burkepile Family Heritage Book; Published by Beatrice Bayley, Inc. Donated by Maxine Burlile 
x St. Mary's Cemetery, Marion Oh.; Compiled by James N. Boblenz & Rosemary Uhl Boblenz 
x Delaware County Will Book No. 4 1859-1869; Donated by Margaret Bouic 
x Delaware County Ohio Genealogical Abstracts; Donated by Margaret Bouic 
x Mechling, Mechlin, Macklin 1728-1985 Vol. II ; Compiled by Dorothy Hallam Mercy, Donated by 

Margaret Bouic 
x Mechling, Mechlin, Macklin Family Newsletters; Donated by Margaret Bouic 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  
� The Ohio Chapter of Palatines to America in conjunction with the Park Branch of the Clark County Public 

Library will present a free seminar on German genealogy research on March 28, 2009. Date and Time: 
March 28, 2009, 9:00 am - 12:30 p, 
Location: Park Branch of Clark County Public Library, 1119 Bechtle Avenue, Springfield, Ohio. Speaker: 
Robert C. Rau 

Topics: Introductory German Genealogy, 
Reading German Church & Civil Records 

� The Madison County Genealogy Collections are currently at the Madison County Historical Society. 
Available for research on Wed. & Sun. afternoons 260 East High St. London, Oh. 740-8522977 

Nancy Katzenbach 
Union Co. Genealogy Society Librarian 
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N e x t  U CGS Gat h er i n g   
February 21, 2009, Saturday morning at 9:30am at the Marysville Library 

Guest speaker: Scott Trostel speaking on THE LINCOLN FUNERAL TRAIN. 
Scott Trostel lives near Fletcher, in western Ohio. He has penned 38 history books. His genre 
includes transportation history books including railroad and electric railway biographies and one on 
Henry Ford as a railroad president, industrial histories including a snap shot of the Lima Locomotive 
Works and the Barney and Smith Car Company; WW II history (homefront) with a number of books 
about Ohio's WW II trackside canteens and a soon to be released book of letters from western Ohio 
soldiers as they described their experiences in WW II. Of current interest is THE LINCOLN 
FUNERAL TRAIN, a book that took 37 years to research and covers in detail, the 13 day funeral 
journey for Abraham Lincoln in 1865. This was the first national funeral for an assassinated United 
States President. Trostel's book is acclaimed as the most complete book ever produced on the topic 
of the national funeral. His talk will review the fascinating details of the train from April 21 through 
May 3, 1865 along the 1700 mile route. The train was co-chaired by Ohio Governor John Brough and 
it made two Ohio stops for State Funerals en route, at Cleveland and Columbus. The funeral train 
was local to the area in that it passed just east of Delaware on the morning of April 29, 1865. 
Trostel is a comfortable speaker and well worth the time to attend a talk as he is both entertaining 
and educational. 
Trostel has dedicated three Ohio Historical Markers to the Lincoln Funeral Train in Ohio with others 
planned. He has dedicated a number of Ohio Historical markers along a range of Ohio historical 
topics. He recently worked with the History Channel on the production of their new documentary 
STEALING LINCOLN'S BODY and appears on-camera. He will have copies of his book THE LINCOLN 
FUNERAL TRAIN available for sale. 

*************************************************************************** 

x Scheduled programs for 2009: 
o March -- Scrapbooking for Genealogy—Virginia Smith 

o April – We will meet at the Union County Archivist Building at the corner of Main and 
Sixth Streets. Stephen Badenhaupt, Archivist will give us a tour of the new records 
building. 

� May – Pioneer Banquet Speaker will be Ben Franklin. 

o June – Church Picnic at St. Johns Lutheran Church 
***********************************************************************************************************
* 

ATTENTION 
We still are in need of an editor for our "Echoes" newsletter. The position requires knowledge of 
Microsoft Word. It does not require research, only editing of articles and information submitted 
for the newsletter. Let any of the Chapter officers know if you are interested. Dale Neill is willing 
to assist in getting started. 

************************************************************************************************************ 

REMINDER 

If you haven't paid your 2009 membership dues, you can still do it. They are $12.00 per 
household. Contact Barb Nicol to pay them or if you want to join. 
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Minutes from the Union County Chapter of the Ohio Genealogical Society 
January 17, 2009 

The Union County Chapter of the Ohio Genealogical Society met on Saturday, January 17 at 9:30 a.m. in 
the Marysville Public Library Meeting Room. Brian Wade called the meeting to order. Marie Bouic, 
recording secretary, read the minutes of the November 15 meeting. It was approved as read. Brian Wade 
gave the treasurer's report for Nina Boerger who was on vacation. Beginning balance for November 30 in 
the checking account was $1,035.70. Income for December was $586.36 and expenses for December 
were $296.48 leaving a balance of $1325.58 in the checking account. The balance in the savings was 
$2921.80. The CD's had both added interest of $163.54 leaving the CD's worth $12,163.54. Total money 
in all accounts was $16,410.92. 

Standing Reports — Carol Mickley, Pioneer Chair, reported that 3 applications have been turned in to be 
reviewed. She is still looking for someone to serve on the committee. The Pioneer Banquet is set for 
May 16 with Ben Franklin as our speaker. She also suggested sending our meeting notices to Denise 
Birkhoff on the library staff so it will be announced in their newsletter and paper. 

Nancy Katzenbach, librarian, reported that we had received the 3 volume set of GAR burials and passed 
them around to the group. Virginia Smith had indexed the Children's Home Records that were on 
microfilm in our drawers and they are now on our webpage. 

Everyone introduced themselves and Brian started our program with a couple of incidents that Virginia 
Smith had sent him. He had an example of how names aren't always the same when for looking for proofs. 
On a marriage consent the name was Connor and on the actual marriage license it was O'Connor. The 
same is true for tombstones and he had an example where the dates were 100 years off. 

Sarah Halley has been looking Christian Frederick Myer but could only find his wife buried in Kansas 
and his children just used their initials instead of full names. She also has the surname of Jones she is 
researching also. 

Marie Bouic brought pictures of early Millcreek Twp. residents, Christian & Hannah Graham Myers along 
with a print out of their descendants that Margaret Bouic had compiled. Their daughter, Ann Catherine 
married John Henson Peter Bouic. Christian was an associate judge of the county and justice of the peace. 

Vi Hill brought the newspaper articles of the Woodstock Universalist Church that have been in the paper 
recently. She shared a calendar of the church and windows that is for sale to help with the 
restoration of the church. She attended the church through high school. She shared some pictures of her 
ancestors and Civil War monument at the Woodstock Cemetery. Rush Twp. had the largest per capita 
number of men serving in the Civil War in the state. 
(Continued on next page) 
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Virginia Smith asked the group if they knew of anyone who can read German. On one of her collateral 
lines the name Kull but also found as Cool in a census record. She also shared of a triple murder case near 
Plain City in 1881. She has helped do research for Mark Star of California who is writing a book on early 
murders. A black man by the name of Robert Games was convicted of murdering the family. In 1907 he 
was the longest service prisoner in the State Penn. In 1914 he was pardoned on his death bed and moved to 
St. Ann's hospital where he soon died. 

Nancy Katzenbach told how she and her husband were at the right spot at the right time reseaching the 
Maxey family in Kentucky. They were looking for a grave of an ancestor when they stopped at a church 
where two men were talking. They asked about the ancestor's family and they were the sons of the person 
they were looking for. They directed them to another brother who lived nearby and found the grave of the 
Maxey ancestor they were looking for. 

Dale Neill shared a 1928-1929 booklet of the schools and teachers in Union County. His grandfather was 
listed as a bus driver in the Jerome District. Dale then shared and sang the song he recently wrote "The 
Covered Bridge Song" to the tune of "Wildwood Flower." 

Calvin Wood is putting a book together about the covered bridges of the county of history, pictures and 
stories that he has received from people. Dale Neill gave him the words to his Covered Bridge song. 
Calvin shared a story that has been passed down from his family on a ancestor, Ruby Woods who married 
a Thomas O'Day an Irishman. He had found a book written by Robert Redford on the stories of the 
criminals of the west and shared a couple of paragraphs of the Sundance Kid, aka, Thomas O'Day. It still 
has not been proven that this is the same person who married his Ruby Woods. 

Bob Hamilton shared the story of his 3 rd gt. Grandfather Hamilton who came to Union County in 1838 
and served as a commissioner in the 1840's. He had a family of 12 children and the 1883 Union County 
History has lot of information on his Hamilton's. His grandmother Robinson is a cousin to President 
Bush's mother, Barbara. 

Carol Mickley told how she showed a distant cousins of her earliest Ohioan ancestor, Travis Latham 
burial site near the Muirfield Golf course. She passed a sheet of sources of information available in the 
library from a recent tour of the Courthouse. 

Sharon Wade shared a story that had been published in the Delaware Gazette in December 1985 of her P 
gt. Grandfather, Anthony Newhouse and told the story how Bokes Creek was name after Leiutenant 
Bokes a friend of her grandfather's. Brian shared another story on the Newhouse family that had been 
published in the Journal Tribune and how J.E. Newhouse founded Magnetic Springs and the story of the 
healing waters. Sherrie Arnold was also attended the meeting. 

Brian announced that we are still in need of a Newsletter Editor. The O.G.S. Annual Conference will be 
April 2-4 at the Sawmill Creek Resort in Huron, Ohio. The next meeting will be February 21 by Scott 
Trostel of Fletcher, Ohio on The Lincoln Funeral Train. 

Meeting adjourned. 

Respectively Submitted, 

Marie Bouic 
Recording Secretary 
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THE FIRST FOUR DIVORCES IN UNION COUNTY 

The following records have been abstracted from microfilm of the Supreme Court of Ohio for the County 
of Union. These four divorce cases seem to be the first ones to occur in the county. W. C. LAWRENCE 
acted as attorney for all of them. 
July Term, 1835  
Sally RICE vs Ebenezer RICE 
Judges: Joshua COLLETTS and Reuben WOOD 
25th Apr, 1835 petition filed for Sally Rice: Petitioner testified that she, Sally Rice, married Ebenezer 
RICE in Coventry, Rhode Island, 1817. In June 1818, her son Gardner was born; her daughter Betsy was 
born in 1822. In 1823, Ebenezer left with all the family's substance and living to join a religious sect 
called Shakers. He has remained absent for 11 years. She asks the court to be released from the marriage, 
allowed the property she has accumulated since Ebenezer's departure and custody of the two children. 
Defendant failed to appear and plaintiff's petitions were granted July 1835. 

July Term, 1837  
Jane GEER vs Joseph GEER 
Judges: Rueben WOOD and Fredrick GRUIKEE 
Petition filed for Jane GEER May 3, 1837: Jane married Joseph GEER in Union County in April, 1923. In 
about 1830, Joseph became intemperate with the use of ardent spirits and has neglected his family. For 
more than 3 years, he has been willfully absent. Rumors circulated that he had joined the Shakers in 
Cleveland fora short time, and possibly moved to Illinois. Three children of the marriage are: George, 9 
years; William, 6 years; and Philander, 3 years. She asks to be released from the marriage and granted 
guardianship of the children. 
Divorce granted July 1837 

Justus M. HILL vs Mary Ann HILL 
Petition filed for Justus M. HILL, May, 1837: Justus married Mary Ann ALLISON in June, 1830 in 
Delaware County, Ohio and moved to Union County that same year. Their three children: John, born 
1831; Susannah, born 20 June, 1832; and Benjamin born Nov 12, 1833. About April 7, 1833, Mary Ann 
left the home and the two older children. The third child was born after she fled, but she returned the child 
to the home when passing through the neighborhood. She has committed adultery and has a name for lewd 
conduct. Justus HILL requests that marriage be dissolved. 
Defendant failed to appear. Divorce granted July 1837. 

Mary REED vs James REED 
Mary REED testifies that she married James REED in Hardy County, Virginia in August, 1826. In the 
summer of 1832, James REED told her he planned to move to Union County, Ohio. He, James REED, 
employed Joseph Willis to bring her to this county and pretended to employ Joseph Fredrick', brother-in-
law to the petitioner, to maintain her until he, James Reed should come to Ohio. Supposing the James 
REED to be in good faith with the petitioner, she came to Ohio with the said Willis, her father, and 
continued to live with the said Fredrick for one year. James REED promised to come to this county in 2 
months after she departed in 1832. There are 2 living children: Sarah Elizabeth, 8 years old on Jan 16, 
1837; and Josiah' 5 years on Feb 24, 1837. Mary besought and entreated James to come to this county as 
he proposed or provide a means for her to return to him. Since leaving Virginia, Mary Ann has supported 
the children unaided by James. 
Divorce and guardianship of children granted. 

1 This record does not clearly describe the relationship of Mary Reed to Joseph Fredrick. Fredrick may be a surname, 
suggesting Mary had a sister who married a man named Fredrick. 
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Researchers at the Marysville Li bray 
Name Address Surname searching 

for 
e-mail address 

Gary Thompson 
5750 Hughes Rd.Galena, 
Oh. Cole cithompson001@insiqht.rr.com 

Byron Merrill 
845 W. 2000 N. 
Mapleton, Vt. 84664 Kinkade, Steen 

 

Gina Smith 
157 Lake Care Ln. 
Felton, De. 19943 

Smith Cook, Rausch, 
Scheiderer countrymama6@comcast. net 

Delores Gaddy Largo, Fl Geer, Nocol, Hoover DGG43017@aol.com 
David Wiseley Box 293 Waters, Mi 49797 Wiseley DavidWiseley@Gmail.com 

Carole Gehrlich 
11715 Wapak Fryburg Rd. 
Wapakoneta, 45895 Joseph Reed 

 

Karen Sayre 
2714 Piqua, Troy Rd. 
Troy, Oh. 45373 Reed, Evilsizor ksavre217@iaol.com 

Raymond Young Venedocia, Oh. Grubbs mgas7red@wmconnect.com 

David Grauman 
632 Allenby Drive, 
Marysville, Oh. 

Coder, Shaw, 
Grauman, Grubbs davidjgrauman@gmaii.com 

Roger Geer 
17681 Kendall Rd. 
Marysville, Oh 

Hiram Herd, civil war 
picture  

Donna Stenforth 
 

Campbell dstan34@yahoo.com 
    
     

Selected Abstracts from the Marvsville Tribune in 1878, from Volume 30  
(From the works of Margaret Main Bouic) 

- March 19, 1879 p3c2 Obit. died at his residence, 3 miles north of marysville January 31 st, Mr. Joseph 
Dodds, aged 86 years, 9 months, two days. Mr. Dodds was a native of Washington county, Pa. His 
parents were Andrew and Mary Dodds. When Joseph was a child, the family moved to Erie county, Pa. 
For a few months he was enlisted and served as a soldier in the war against Great Britain. Upon his 
discharge, he and the family came to Ohio, and took up their residence in 1813 on the Darby. Here they 
resided two years, when they again settled on lands in Delaware county, on or near little Millcreek. Here 
Mr. Dodds was married to Miss Sarah Lawrence. she died Feb. 25, 1873. To them were born nine 
children, none of whom are now living and only three grandchildren survive. More than fifty years ago, 
Mr. Dodds united with the Presbyterian Church. 
p3c2 John Phipps murdered by Ad. Elliott 
- March 26, 1879 p2cl,2,3 Trial in Phipps murder 
p3c1 Hiram Laughrey of Taylor township died on the 8th inst of lung fever, aged forty years. 
W. H. Marriott who resided about four miles north of town died Wednesday. Sidle Cem 
Obit. Died at York Center March 14, Mrs. Mary Davis, age 47 years, 2 months and 16 days. She was the 
wife of David Davis,Jr.. Her husband and three children are left. 
Married 20th Mr. John T. McCullough and Miss Vienna Robinson. both Jerome Tp 

Mr. John Columber and Miss Sarah E. Mummev 
20th inst Milford Center Mr. W. C. Parmenter and Miss Emily Johnson  
same time, place Mr. N. P. Gilliland and Miss Lucy F. Perry 
- April 2, 1879 p3c2 Mrs. Irwin, wife of John D. Irwin died at home of South Street. Age 73 years 
Mrs. Scott, mother of Q. M. and Judson died Saturday. 4-9: Mrs. Mary Scott, mother of O. M. and Judson 
was born in Belfast, Maine, May 20, 1809. She married James Scott Feb. 1831. She leaves seven 
children, five sons and two daughters. 
p3c4 In Memoriam W. H. Marriott by IOOF Lodge and Grange 
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